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Chapter 1

Atlas Shrugged/Synopsis/Chapters 1-5

See Also: Structure, Part 1: Chapters 1-5, Part 1: Chapters 6-10, Part 2: Chapters 1-5, Part 2: Chapters 6-10, Part 3:
Chapters 1-5, Part 3: Chapters 6-10
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Chapter 2

Atlas Shrugged, Part 1

2.1 CHAPTER ONE: THE THEME

2.1.1 Section 111: Part 1, Chapter 1, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• Walking through a crumbling downtown Manhattan, Eddie Willers wonders why the world is in such a dilap-
idated state. He comes upon a bum, who asks him “Who is John Galt?"

• After an unsuccessful discussion with Orren Boyle regarding yet another late order of steel, he returns to the
Taggart Transcontinental Building in order to tell James Taggart the bad news about an unfulfilled steel order
and another train wreck. His intent is to make Taggart see the desperate state of Taggart Transcontinental and
the importance of the Rio Norte Line, which services one of the only remaining successful businesses in the
world of Atlas Shrugged. After a bunch of invectives against successful businesses, Taggart shoos him away.
Walking out, Eddie passes by Pop Harper, who complains in vain that the new typewriters cannot compare
with the old ones.

• The following Things in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Rio Norte Line
• Associated Steel - mentioned
• Rearden Steel
• Phoenix-Durango
• September 2

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Downtown New York
• The Taggart Transcontinental Building

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Bum Number 1 - first and only appearance
• Eddie Willers
• Ellis Wyatt - mentioned
• Hank Rearden - mentioned
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• James Taggart
• Orren Boyle - mentioned
• Pop Harper - first and only appearance

• Mysteries:
• The question “Who is John Galt?" opens the book (and ends this section, as well as the first chapter) and is
repeated over and over. Who is John Galt? Where did the phrase come from? What does it mean? Where
did this question originate from?

2.1.2 Section 112: Part 1, Chapter 1, Section 2
• Plot summary:

• Dagny Taggart is riding the Taggart Comet back to New York after inspecting the Rio Norte Line. She hears
a Brakeman whistling an unpublished piece from her favorite composer, Richard Halley, but the brakeman
refuses to acknowledge this or say where he heard it. After falling asleep and waking up, Dagny discovers
the train has come to a stop at a siding. She finds the train crew passively awaiting instructions, and gives
them orders on how to proceed. Faced with this incompetence, she decides to promote Owen Kellogg to
superintendent of the Ohio Division.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:
• Taggart Comet, stalled between Cleveland and New York.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:
• Young Brakeman
• Conductor - first and only appearance
• Engineer - first and only appearance
• Dagny Taggart
• Owen Kellogg - mentioned
• Passenger Number 1 - first and only appearance
• Passenger Number 2 - first and only appearance
• Richard Halley - mentioned

• Mysteries:
• What was the Brakeman whistling?
• Did Halley write a Fifth Concerto?

2.1.3 Section 113: Part 1, Chapter 1, Section 3
• Plot summary:

• Dagny Taggart and the Comet arrive at the Taggart Terminal. She gets off the train inadvertently whistling
the theme from Halley’s Fifth Concerto. The Brakeman watches her tensely.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:
• Taggart Terminal

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:
• Dagny Taggart
• Brakeman
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2.1.4 Section 114: Part 1, Chapter 1, Section 4

• Plot summary:

• Dagny Taggart meets with James Taggart and Eddie Willers. She informs them that she has ordered Rearden
Metal rail from Rearden Steel to be used to replace the tracks of the Rio Norte Line. Later she calls Mr.
Ayers, who is the exclusive publisher of Halley’s works, to determine if Richard Halley ever published a Fifth
Concerto. Mr. Ayers says he has not. Dagnymeets with Owen Kellogg who tells her he is quitting for personal
reasons: nothing can make him stay - not even the promotion Dagny had decided to give him.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• The offices of Taggart Transcontinental.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Board of Directors - mentioned
• Dagny Taggart
• Eddie Willers
• Ellis Wyatt - mentioned
• Hank Rearden - mentioned
• James Taggart
• Mr. Ayers - first and only appearance
• Orren Boyle - mentioned
• Owen Kellogg

• Quotations:

• “I'm not interested in helping anybody. I want to make money.” (29) - Dagny Taggart

• Mysteries:

• What is it that makes Owen Kellogg quit a job he admits he loves?

2.2 CHAPTER TWO: THE CHAIN

2.2.1 Section 121: Part 1, Chapter 2, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• Hank Rearden watches triumphantly as the first order of Rearden Metal is poured. As he walks home, he
reflects on his life and the ten years of struggle spent to produce Rearden Metal. To celebrate his triumph,
Rearden makes a Bracelet out of the first Rearden Metal that is poured and gives it to his wife, Lillian. Lillian
belittles the triumph this gift symbolizes and uses the occasion to ridicule her husband’s sentimentalism. She
makes a big deal about Rearden attending a party she is throwing in three months time (see section 161). Also
at the Rearden home are his brother Philip Rearden, his mother, and a friend, Paul Larkin, who has come to
warn Rearden of possible trouble in Washington. His family insults and criticizes Rearden for the crime of
being able to support them. He tries to understand their behavior but cannot come to acknowledge the depths
of their depravity. He believes they are expressing the same concerns that he feels, but only in a different way,
and that he is morally required to tolerate them because they are weaker than he is. This is the first glimpse of
the Sanction of the Victim, which is a central concept of Atlas Shrugged. The abuse Rearden receives from
his family in the second part of this scene creates a stark contrast to the triumphant achievement at the mill
in the first part of the scene.
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• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Rearden Steel mills in Pennsylvania.
• Rearden’s home.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Gwen Ives - mentioned
• Hank Rearden
• Lillian Rearden
• Mrs. Beacham - first and only mention
• Passenger Number 3 - first and only appearance
• Passenger Number 4 - first and only appearance
• Paul Larkin
• Philip Rearden
• Rearden’s Mother
• Worker Number 1 - first and only appearance

• Quotations:

• What did they seek from him? - thought Rearden - what were they after? He had never asked anything of
them; it was they who wished to hold him, they who pressed a claim on him - and the claim seemed to have
the form of affection, but it was a form which he found harder to endure than any sort of hatred. He despised
causeless affection, just as he despised unearned wealth. (42)

• He [Rearden] could not condemn them without understanding; and he could not understand. (43)

2.3 CHAPTER THREE: THE TOP AND THE BOTTOM

2.3.1 Section 131: Part 1, Chapter 3, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• On top of a skyscraper barroom designed to look like a lowly cellar, James Taggart, Orren Boyle, Paul Larkin,
and Wesley Mouch meet to work out a deal by which they can stop Hank Rearden and the success of Rearden
Metal. Boyle wants Taggart to get his friends in Washington to regulate the distribution of iron ore, depriving
Rearden of the raw materials needed to market Rearden Metal. In exchange, Boyle agrees to get the National
Alliance of Railroads to drive the Phoenix-Durango railroad out of Colorado. None of this is said openly or
directly, of course. Taggart also learns from Boyle that Taggart Transcontinental’s San Sebastian Line has
been denuded of all but the barest equipment.

• The following terms first appears in this section:

• motive power - first mentioned by James Taggart

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• The most expensive barroom in New York, on the 60th floor of a skyscraper, designed to look like a cellar.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Bartender - first and only appearance
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• James Taggart
• Orren Boyle
• Paul Larkin
• Waiter - first and only appearance
• Wesley Mouch

• Quotations:

• “When everybody agrees, when people are unanimous, how does one man dare to dissent?" (49) - James
Taggart

• Pregnant Passages:

• “It all depends,” James Taggart answered slowly, “on the people who make it possible...That’s what has to be
known - who makes it possible.”

2.3.2 Section 132: Part 1, Chapter 3, Section 2

• Plot summary:

• Recounts Dagny Taggart’s childhood decision to run Taggart Transcontinental and her rise in the company.
Recounts the history of the San Sebastian Line: Millionaire playboy Francisco d'Anconia invested money in
developing the San Sebastian Mines, and James Taggart and the Board of Directors assumed they could trust
d'Anconia to deliver a winner. Dagny opposed this project and almost quit when it was approved. James
Taggart confronts Dagny and demands to know what she has done to the San Sebastian Line. She explains
that she has moved anything of value out of Mexico so the “looters” would not get it when they nationalize
the line. James is scandalized by this but cannot immediately muster the courage to countermand her actions;
instead, he threatens her with his impending report to the Board.

• After leaving the office, Dagny has a conversation with the owner of a newsstand about his cigarette collection.
He says there are no new brands anymore, and only a few brands still being made. He talks of the cigarette
as a symbol of man controlling nature, holding fire in his hands.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• The offices of Taggart Transcontinental
• The Taggart Terminal.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Board of Directors
• Dagny’s Father
• Dagny Taggart
• Eddie Willers
• Ellis Wyatt - mentioned
• Francisco d'Anconia - mentioned
• Hank Rearden
• James Taggart
• Mrs. Nathaniel Taggart - mentioned
• Nathaniel Taggart - mentioned
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• Newsstand Owner
• Orren Boyle - mentioned

• Symbolism:

• The newsstand owner explicitly explains the symbolism of cigarettes: “I like to think of fire held in man’s
hand. Fire, a dangerous force, tamed at his fingertips. I often wonder about the hours when a man sits alone,
watching the smoke of a cigarette, thinking. I wonder what great things have come from such hours. When a
man thinks, there is a spot of fire alive in his mind - and it is proper that he should have the burning point of
a cigarette as his one expression.” This is a character explaining what cigarettes symbolize to him - it is not a
use of literary symbolism.

• The literary symbolism of this passage is established when the newsstand owner likens the fire of a cigarette
to the fire of the mind. In Greek mythology, it was this gift of fire that raised men up. In Atlas Shrugged, it is
the achievements of the mind that raise men up. So the disappearance of most of the old brands of cigarettes,
which the newsstand owner bemoans, is symbolic of the disappearance of the men of the mind. Note that
it was Prometheus who gave fire to man for which he would be forever tormented by an eagle tearing at his
immortal flesh. Thus, the bringer of gifts receives punishment rather than praise.

2.3.3 Section 133: Part 1, Chapter 3, Section 3

• Plot summary:

• Eddie Willers ends a long day at work by having dinner in the employees’ cafeteria of the Taggart Terminal.
There he meets the Mystery Worker. They sit together and he tells them about the problems of the day and
what Dagny Taggart is going to do to fix things. He mentions that Dick McNamara is the contractor who will
lay the new rails for the Rio Norte Line. Eddie also reveals that Dagny does not go out, that she sits alone in
her apartment listening to the music of Richard Halley. (Eddie will have many similar chats with this Mystery
Worker throughout the book.)

• The cafeteria is described as follows: “The cafeteria lay underground. It was a large room with walls of white
tile that glittered in the reflections of electric lights and looked like silver brocade. It had a high ceiling,
sparkling counters of glass and chromium, a sense of space and light.” This description is in sharp contrast to
the most expensive barroom in New York, from section 131, that is atop a skyscraper but made to look like
a cellar. The contrast gives the chapter title - The Top and the Bottom - its irony.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• The employees’ cafeteria of the Taggart Terminal. (It is set in the basement, but unlike the bar-room that
begins the chapter, the cafeteria is described as spacious, as if open to the sky.)

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Eddie Willers
• Mystery Worker
• Dagny Taggart - mentioned
• Dick McNamara - mentioned
• Richard Halley - mentioned

2.4 CHAPTER FOUR: THE IMMOVABLE MOVERS
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2.4.1 Section 141: Part 1, Chapter 4, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• Dagny attempts to pinpoint the need of the world--motive power to keep it standing, movement to keep it
immovable; the Taggart Transcontinental skyscraper rests not on its granite foundations, but in its engines--
that’s what keeps it going. With depressed thoughts, Dagny Taggart reminisces a visit to United Locomotive
Works to determine why they consistently fail to deliver the Diesel engines she ordered. The President of
ULW talks for hours without answering directly or saying anything of substance. After returning to the
office, Eddie Willers informs Dagny that Dick McNamara - the best contractor that can be found anywhere -
has quit without explanation. As Dagny walks home that night, she sees the depravity that passes for popular
culture: books and movies that trivialize what is glorious, demonize what is moral, and exalt what is base;
people who act as if pleasure were a sin that one gets away with. Depressed, she returns home and listens to
the soul tonic of Richard Halley. While she listens, she recalls Halley’s struggles as a young composer, his
sudden success, and his mysterious disappearance. She sees in the newspaper that Francisco d'Anconia has
returned to New York amidst a scandal in which a married woman tries to kill her husband so she could be
with Francisco, whom she identifies as her lover. Francisco says he came to New York to witness the farce -
but it is not the same farce people are led to believe in that he wants to witness.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• The offices of Taggart Transcontinental
• Offices and shops of United Locomotive Works
• New York City in the evening
• Dagny’s apartment

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Chief Engineer
• Dagny Taggart
• Eddie Willers
• Gilbert Vail
• Dick McNamara - mentioned
• Mrs. Gilbert Vail
• President of ULW
• Richard Halley - mentioned

• Mysteries:

• What happened to Halley and McNamara?

• Foreshadowing:

• Dagny sees a precision machine tool abandoned and decaying in the United LocomotiveWorks factory; aban-
doned not because it was valueless, but because the owners could not extract value from it. This foreshadows
another discovery in an even less competent factory - a motor that is priceless, but which is left abandoned
by people who could not see its value.
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2.4.2 Section 142: Part 1, Chapter 4, Section 2

• Plot summary:

• James Taggart awakes at noon, hungover, in his apartment with Betty Pope, with whom he is having a ro-
manceless sexual affair. He brags about how he is going to bring down Dagny Taggart for what she did to the
San Sebastian Line. But before he has a chance to do this, he receives a call from his man in Mexico telling
him the line and the San Sebastian Mines have been nationalized, just as Dagny predicted.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• The apartment of James Taggart.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Betty Pope
• Board of Directors
• Dagny Taggart - mentioned
• James Taggart
• Jock Benson
• Jules Mott
• Liz Blane

2.4.3 Section 143: Part 1, Chapter 4, Section 3

• Plot summary:

• James Taggart addresses the Board of Directors after the San Sebastian Line is nationalized. He takes credit
for removing everything of value from Mexico, and assures everyone that with his Washington connections
he can get the government to demand just compensation from Mexico. He places the blame for his disaster
on two men who played only a minor role in the fiasco. Moreover, the board he speaks to is given the comfort
of knowing what excuse to give to those they represent.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• A meeting of Taggart Transcontinental’s Board of Directors.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Board of Directors
• Clarence Eddington - Mentioned (Only Appearance)
• James Taggart
• Jules Mott - Mentioned

2.4.4 Section 144: Part 1, Chapter 4, Section 4

• Plot summary:

• Orren Boyle meets with James Taggart about the Mexican disaster. They can't believe Francisco d'Anconia
was swindled out of fifteenmillion dollars, and they assume hemust know something they don't know. Taggart
tries to make an appointment with Francisco but he refuses to see him, because Francisco finds him “boring”.
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• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• James Taggart’s office.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Francisco d'Anconia - mentioned
• James Taggart
• Orren Boyle
• James Taggart’s Secretary

2.4.5 Section 145: Part 1, Chapter 4, Section 5

• Plot summary:

• The National Alliance of Railroads passes the Anti-dog-eat-dog Rule which gives them the power to dictate
which railroads can operate in which regions of the country; specifically, the railroad with seniority gets
precedence in a competitive area to eliminate dog-eat-dog competition. The rule is crafted by Orren Boyle
with the purpose of driving the Phoenix-Durango out of Colorado, so Taggart Transcontinental would not
have to compete with them any longer. (It is part of a “friendship” made earlier with Taggart - I do your
dirty work; you do mine.) After the vote, James Taggart storms into Dagny Taggart's office and gloats about
how he has ruined their competitor, Dan Conway, which in his mind is a victory over Dagny. She calls him
a rotten bastard and rushes out.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• A meeting of the National Alliance of Railroads
• The office of Dagny Taggart.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Board of Directors
• Dagny Taggart
• Dan Conway
• James Taggart
• Orren Boyle
• Mike Jones

2.4.6 Section 146: Part 1, Chapter 4, Section 6

• Plot summary:

• Dagny Taggart visits Dan Conway in order to try to persuade him to fight the Anti-dog-eat-dog Rule, and to
discuss morality. Conway admits the ruling is not fair, but he doesn't feel he has any right to fight the will of
the majority. He meekly resigns himself to running his railroads in Arizona, or perhaps, pursuing reclusive
pastimes such as fishing. Conway states, “I suppose somebody’s got to be sacrificed. If it turned out to be
me, I have no right to complain.” This is an important passage because it is the first explicit statement of the
concept of the Sanction of the Victim. Moreover, the term “looters” referring to the villain is first introduced
in the context of the excuse of “public welfare.”

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:
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• A meeting in an unspecified location, presumably in New York.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggart
• Dan Conway
• Ellis Wyatt - mentioned.
• James Taggart - mentioned.

2.4.7 Section 147: Part 1, Chapter 4, Section 7

• Plot summary:

• Ellis Wyatt appears suddenly and unexpectedly in Dagny Taggart’s office. He issues an ultimatum, saying if
Taggart Transcontinental fails to run trains the way his business requires, his business will fail - and he will drag
them down with him. Wyatt had expected a spiel of excuses, as any well-educated looter would have given.
However, Dagny surprises him by quietly assuring him, without excuses or explanations, that he will get the
service he requires. Dagny knows full well Wyatt’s basis from which to question Taggart Transcontinental’s
ability to service him. Wyatt states, “You expect to feed off me while you can and to find another carcass
to pick dry after you have finished mine.” He understands that the parasites are dependent upon him, and
when he issues his ultimatum, he is refusing to grant the Sanction of the Victim. Thus Ellis Wyatt is a sharp
contrast to Dan Conway in the previous section. The responses of these two men to the Anti-dog-eat-dog
Rule represent opposite sides of the book’s central conflict - one accedes to being a victim, one refuses.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Dagny Taggart’s office at Taggart Transcontinental.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggart
• Ellis Wyatt
• Hank Rearden - mentioned.

2.4.8 Section 148: Part 1, Chapter 4, Section 8

• Plot summary:

• Dagny Taggart meets with Hank Rearden at his steel mill to tell him that, because of the Anti-dog-eat-dog
Rule she will need her rails in nine months instead of twelve. She asks Rearden if he can deliver the order in
time, and he tells her he will. Dagny acknowledges that Rearden now holds Taggart Transcontinental in his
power - if he fails to deliver, the railroad might collapse. But, Rearden needs this project to succeed as well
because it will prove the value of ReardenMetal, creating newmarkets for him. They stand together in silence,
watching as the first load of Rearden Metal is loaded onto the trains, both knowing what this new invention
represents. The two talk about business as if one business’ success creates opportunities for another, which
is in sharp contrast to the talk about “destructive competition” that was used to justify the Anti-dog-eat-dog
Rule earlier in this chapter.

• The first traces of Dagny and Rearden’s relationship becomes apparent, as Dagny has an epiphany. “If joy
is the aim and the core of existence, and if that which has the power to give one joy is always guarded as
one’s deepest secret, then they had seen each other naked in that moment.” Rearden, however, is extremely
stoic, and although this realization of joy is mutual, Rearden replies with, “We're a couple of blackguards,
aren't we?" This disturbs Dagny and foreshadows the guilt that will plague Rearden, make him believe that
his pleasure is depraved, and eventually undermine Rearden’s ownership of Rearden Metal.
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• There is an apparent plot hole as to why Dagny did not buy the rail from Conway and skip the trouble of
meeting a near impossible schedule. This hole is filled in later in the novel. Dagny has an argument with
James Taggart, her brother, when he mentions he tries to purchase the rail from Dan Conway, who states in
anger that not one foot of his rail will ever be sold to Taggart Transcontinental. He later sells the dismembered
pieces of his railroad at a huge discount to anyone - except Taggart Transcontinental.

• The chapter ends with the extension of the metaphor that the chapter opens with: Rearden states that “we are
the movers,” thereby transferring the strength and burden of the skyscraper of Taggart Transcontinental to
earthly flesh. Though machines rust when neglected, the movers - people like Rearden and Dagny - can adapt
and are a self-sufficient source of fuel. They do not give up when disasters happen - they are the immovable
movers.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Hank Rearden’s office at Rearden Steel.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggart
• Dan Conway
• Ellis Wyatt
• Hank Rearden
• James Taggart
• Looters - mentioned
• Moochers - mentioned (term first introduced to describe those who would expect others to be in business
purely for their convenience)

2.5 CHAPTER FIVE: THE CLIMAX OF THE D'ANCONIAS

2.5.1 Section 151: Part 1, Chapter 5, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• After the government of Mexico suddenly nationalizes the San Sebastian Mines thinking they would be a
great new source of revenue for the state, they discover that the mines are completely worthless--there was
never any chance of mining copper there, so Francisco d'Anconia must have known all along the project was
doomed to failure. Eddie Willers shows the news report to Dagny Taggart, who tries to figure out how this
could be, and finally tells Eddie to get her an appointment with “the bastard.” Eddie warns about meeting him
in a way that indicates the emotional significance seeing Francisco will hold for Dagny.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Dagny’s office at Taggart Transcontinental.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggart
• Eddie Willers
• Francisco d'Anconia - mentioned

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Places_in_Atlas_Shrugged
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Things_in_Atlas_Shrugged
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Places_in_Atlas_Shrugged
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Companies_in_Atlas_Shrugged
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Characters_in_Atlas_Shrugged


2.5. CHAPTER FIVE: THE CLIMAX OF THE D'ANCONIAS 13

2.5.2 Section 152: Part 1, Chapter 5, Section 2

• Plot summary:

In this long section, Dagny walks to the Wayne-Falkland Hotel to confront Francisco d'Anconia. While walking, she
reminisces her childhood with Francisco and we learn why this man is so significant to her.

• • Francisco had been a childhood friend of Dagny and Eddie Willers. He spent his childhood all over the
world, because his father wanted him to know the world as his domain. But for one month every summer
he visited the Taggart estate, and his visit was the highlight of Dagny and Eddie’s year. Francisco had an
unlimited capacity for joy, and he loved tackling new challenges - and he performed each superlatively, as to
him, a job done, is a job done well. Following the tradition of each d'Anconia heir in increasing the family
fortune, Francisco’s great goal for his life was to run d'Anconia Copper so well it would double in size. He
talked to Dagny about their great futures running their respective family businesses - this was the vision of
the future Dagny came to expect. Yet, throughout this idyllic recollection, mention is made of James Taggart,
who represents the evil in the world. Though Francisco disregards him as an irrelevant object, rather than a
person, the evil which Taggart represents will be an obstacle.

• When Dagny was sixteen she began working as a night-operator at the Rockdale Station of Taggart Transcon-
tinental, much to her mother’s chagrin. Her mother was worried that Dagny showed no interest in boys, or
in feminine things in general. She decided to throw Dagny a coming out party at the Wayne-Falkland Hotel.
Dagny loved the idea, and stepped into the ball with the eager expectation of finding people who were as filled
with joy as Francisco, but instead she found they were lifeless fools who believed that it was the lighting that
made things brilliant, the decorations that made things happy. In later years Dagny would discover her vision
of the future was mistaken in the same way, and she would often think back to this party and wonder why
people seemed incapable of living life in joy, why they lived instead with a constant undertone of fear and
unhappiness. Where were the men of joy? Where were the men who were appropriate for life on earth?

• That summer, when Francisco returned, he and Dagny discovered they were in love, and spent the summer
going off together and making love in the cellar of an abandoned log cabin, where no one could discover them.
They kept it secret not out of guilt - they knew not that such joy could be sin - but because they felt it was too
personal and too special to share with anyone else.

• The romance continued for eight years, as Francisco rose to become head of d'Anconia Copper and Dagny
finished college and began her rise at Taggart Transcontinental. Then, when she was 24, Francisco unexpect-
edly invited her to his suite at the Wayne-Falkland Hotel. She was shocked to see, for the first time, pain in
his face, and that he was torn by the obvious struggle within him that he could not explain to her. They made
love for what will be the last time, and Francisco was stricken with a burden unbecoming of him, a grief and
bitterness at odds with his usual happiness. He begged Dagny to help him fight him (Galt’s opus) even though
he’s right. He regained his composture and warned her not to be shocked or hurt by the things he will do, and
told her not to wait for him.

• After that night, she did not hear anything about Francisco for a year, and then she began to hear the stories of
a new Francisco, a worthless, irresponsible playboy, with no apparent interest in his work. At first she could
not believe these things, but as the years passed and the stories piled up, she had no choice. Time deadened
her pain, but she never found another man to love -- another man for whom life was joy.

• When she arrives at theWayne-Falkland and confronts Francisco, she accuses him of deliberately plotting the
swindle of the San Sebastian Mines. She tries to determine his motives, and he leads her on, eventually telling
her that he is deliberately trying to destroy the producers, that his goal in the San Sebastian Mines was to
waste millions of dollars, and that Ellis Wyatt will be next one to be destroyed and Taggart Transcontinental
will collapse as well; he tells her that she is the one he must fight. She could never believe he had become so
corrupt, but since she does not see the full truth of his motive, she has no choice but to believe it now.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Downtown New York
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• On and around the Taggart Estate in Dagny’s childhood
• Oakdale Station
• Abandoned log cabin
• The Wayne-Falkland Hotel.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny’s Father
• Dagny’s Mother
• Dagny Taggart
• Eddie Willers
• A Math Professor (who comments that Francisco has too much capacity for joy, that it would be a tragedy
when he finds that the world hasn't many occasion for such.)

• A Literature Professor (who chastises Francisco that a man of his stature should not waste his time in the
junkyards, but should read and become familiar with the culture of the world.)

• Ellis Wyatt - mentioned
• Francisco d'Anconia
• Francisco’s Father
• Francisco’s statement that he has made only 2 friends in college
• James Taggart
• Mrs. Gilbert Vail - mentioned
• Nathaniel Taggart - mentioned
• Orren Boyle - mentioned
• Richard Halley - mentioned
• Sebastian d'Anconia

• Quotations:

• “When I die, I hope to go to heaven - whatever the hell that is - and I want to be able to afford the price of
admission” “Virtue is the price of admission.” “That’s what I mean, James. So I want to be prepared to claim
the greatest virtue of them all - that I was a man who made money.” (94) - Francisco and James Taggart

• “It is not advisable, James, to venture unsolicitated opinions. You should spare yourself the embarrassing
discovery of their exact value to your listener.” (97) - Francisco d'Anconia

• “Francisco, what’s the most depraved type of human being?" “The man without a purpose.” (98) - Dagny and
Francisco

• “Well, I've always been unpopular in school and it didn't bother me, but now I've discovered the reason. It’s
an impossible kind of reason. They dislike me, not because I do things badly, but because I do them well.
They dislike me because I've always had the best grades in class. I don't even have to study. I always get A’s.
Do you suppose I should try to get D’s for a change and become the most popular girl in school?" Francisco
stopped, looked at her [Dagny] and slapped her face. (98)

See Also: Structure, Part 1: Chapters 1-5, Part 1: Chapters 6-10, Part 2: Chapters 1-5, Part 2: Chapters 6-10, Part 3:
Chapters 1-5, Part 3: Chapters 6-10
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Chapter 3

Atlas Shrugged/Synopsis/Chapters 6-10

See Also: Structure, Part 1: Chapters 1-5, Part 1: Chapters 6-10, Part 2: Chapters 1-5, Part 2: Chapters 6-10, Part 3:
Chapters 1-5, Part 3: Chapters 6-10
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Chapter 4

Atlas Shrugged, Part 1, Chapters 6-10

4.1 CHAPTER SIX: THE NON-COMMERCIAL

4.1.1 Section 161: Part 1, Chapter 6, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• At the expense of postponing the myriad commercial tasks that must still be done, Hank Rearden reluctantly
attends a party thrown by his wife on their wedding anniversary. Lillian Rearden has invited her circle of
friends, which includes the “heart of the country’s culture”, the so-called intellectual elite whose opinions are
shaping the times. This is a bit of an insult, though, as the whole country is falling apart. As these friends
speak, we are introduced to the ideas that are causing the collapse of society:
• Dr. Simon Pritchett, the nation’s leading philosopher, declares that man is a miserable bit of protoplasm,
there are no standards, reason is a superstition, the purpose of philosophy is to prove we can know
nothing and that there is no meaning to be found in life, and that when people realize this they will be
more “tractable.”

• Balph Eubank is the literary leader of the age (albeit, his books do not sell), declares that suffering is the
essence of life, and that free will, achievement, and happiness are laughable concepts of old literature.
Plot, he says, is a primitive vulgarity in literature. Moreover, life is about suffering and frustration, that
the only thing to live for is brotherlove. He later says, that the machine age has destroyedman’s humanity,
observing that Dagny Taggett runs a railroad rather than practicing the beautiful art of the handloom and
bearing children.

• Bertram Scudder, the editor, declares that property rights are a superstition. Moreover, even though he
has written an editorial filled with groundless insults against Rearden, he is present at Rearden’s party.

• Claude Slagenhop, president of Friends of Global Progress, declares that need is the only consideration,
that an empty belly is a fact, and that this consideration justifies anything, that ideas are just hot air - that
right is whatever is good for society, and that the people have the right to seize what they need.

• All of them are introduced in the context of their pro-Equalization of Opportunity Bill views.
• Rearden is shocked by the arrival of Dagny Taggart. When they talk he is formal and distant, quite unlike the
easy manner that characterized their business dealings. Dagny is taken aback by his manner and is puzzled
when he gives her the cold shoulder throughout the evening.

• Rearden argues with Lillian after he discovers she has invited Bertram Scudder to the party. Scudder had
trashed Rearden in an article. He cannot understand why she would invite a man who is so hostile to him,
and why Lillian seems to enjoy his anger. He thinks there is some riddle to her character that he should try to
understand, but he cannot accept the insanity that would make it possible for her to take pleasure in his fury.

• Just then, Francisco d'Anconia enters, who will in due time provide Rearden with the answer to this riddle.
A self-made man, Rearden despises Francisco as a worthless profligate who does not know how to deserve
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the great gift of inherited wealth. He tells Lillian to “keep that man away from me.” But Francisco has come
for the specific purpose of meeting Rearden, and it is only a matter of time until he corners him.

• First, though, Francisco circulates, and as Lillian’s friends spout out their inanities, he glibly refutes them.
When James Taggart confronts him about the failure of the San Sebastian Mines, Francisco justifies his
actions as being in accords with the “virtue” of the times.
• Francisco tells a disbelieving and frustrated Taggart that the San Sebastian Mines is the “practical re-
alization of the highest moral order.” Frisco has taken no personal interest, is completely selfless in it;
he has eliminated the useless presence of the exploiter-owner. He has hired based on need, rather than
ability. Focusing on the livelihood on the employees, he has constructed a settlement for his employees
regardless of the place’s potential for copper. He has not profited, but has loss - as human beings should,
according to the morality of the times, for privation and imperfection are man.

• When Francisco does meet Rearden, their talk is prolific. Francisco asks why Rearden is willing to support
those who are helpless, who never show their gratitude towards him, and who, in fact, openly denounce him
as an evil exploiter. He leaves this an open question. Rearden at this point of the story is aware that there
is something wrong with the world, but does not know what, while Francisco does know. In this, their first
meeting, Francisco tries to place in Rearden’s mind the seeds of understanding. The reader is in the same
position as Rearden, and the scene is meant to do the same for the reader, preparing us for the explicit
revelation of Galt’s Speech. Francisco leaves Rearden with two ambiguous facts:
• They have a terrible weapon against Rearden, and the evidence for this is his unhappiness.
• He warns Rearden about the sin of forgiveness. He also asserts that everything Rearden had said to him
is true, except his belief that the commercial is evil. As Francisco leaves him, Rearden is filled with a
feeling of wishing him to stay, for, unbeknownst to him, Francisco has given him the beginnings of a
moral sanction.

• Dagny approaches Rearden, attempting to make smalltalk with him by commenting on the debasing nature
of his guests, casually stating her belief that celebration should only be done by those who mean it, implying
that the drudgery of the milieu is due to their attempt to be more senseless and meaningless than usual. When
Rearden denies that they're missing something, a frustrated and confused Dagny leaves, wandering into a
group of “respectable women.” She hears a fable of John Galt, as the millionaire who had found Atlantis and
lost it all in the process. Francisco is nearby, and he asserts his belief of her story, although Dagny finds it
another ludicrous myth.

• As the scene reaches a climax, Halley’s music, as remixed into cacaphony by an inept Mort Liddy, permeates
the room. Dagny is leaving the party before she loses her composure. What she has slowly come to realize is
that she came to the party hoping to make Rearden aware of her as a woman, not just a business partner. She
was distraught when Rearden responds to her with indifference, and upset when Francisco is the only one who
sees her as an object of sexual desire--she is also angered that Francisco would call her appearance a waste,
that the heroes would have to succumb to wasting their time in miasmaic milieus such as this party of aimless
people. She has also been pushed to the edge by the inane ramblings of Lillian’s guests. As she walks out,
she is pushed over the edge when she hears Mort Liddy’s bastardized treatment of her favorite song, Halley’s
Fourth Concerto. At that moment, Dagny hears Lillian denigrating the bracelet of Rearden Metal that she
has been wearing all night as a joke, carefully pronouncing its oddity in the midst of an extravagant display
of excessive jewelry. Lillian jokes that it is supposed to be priceless because it is the first thing ever made
from Rearden Metal, but she would gladly exchange it for a common diamond bracelet any time. In an act
of supreme audacity, Dagny removes her diamond bracelet and offers it in exchange, saying that if Lillian is
not a coward she would take the offer. Lillian is taken aback but accepts the trade, not realizing that this act
would ultimately undermine her secret weapon against Rearden. Hank Rearden is furious at Dagny’s gall, for
the trade symbolizes Lillian’s passing her status of “wife” to Dagny. Rearden’s guilt manifests in his acting
like the ideal husband throughout the rest of the evening. (This scene symbolizes Rand’s theory of sex that
will be elucidated in the next section.)

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Rearden’s home in Philadelphia.
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• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Balph Eubank
• Bertram Scudder
• Betty Pope
• Businessman 1
• Young Woman who blushes when she admits she cannot understand how life is to be lived with nothing but
frustraction and suffering

• Claude Slagenhop
• Dagny Taggart
• Gwen Ives
• Hank Rearden
• Hugh Akston
• James Taggart
• John Galt - legend mentioned
• Lillian Rearden
• Mort Liddy
• Mrs. Whitcomb
• Newspaperman 1
• Philip Rearden
• Ragnar Danneskjold
• Simon Pritchett
• Spinster
• Wesley Mouch - mentioned
• Francisco d'Anconia
• Richard Halley - mentioned

• The following bills appear in this section

• Equalization of Opportunity Bill - first mentioned

• The following groups appear in this section

• Friends of Global Progress

• Quotations:

• “I am in favor of a free economy. A free economy cannot exist without competition. Therefore, men must be
forced to compete. Therefore, we must control men in order to force them to be free.” - Dr. Pritchett (127)

• “Plot is a primitive vulgarity in literature” - Balph Eubank
• “Quite so. Just as logic is a primitive vulgarity in philosophy.” - Dr. Pritchett
• “Just as melody is a primitive vulgarity in music.” - Mort Liddy (129)

• “Need is the only consideration. If people are in need, we've got to seize things first and talk about it after-
wards.” - Claude Slagenhop (130)

• “But surely you wouldn't want me to do anything about it. My mines and your railroad were seized by the will
of the people. You wouldn't want me to oppose the will of the people, would you?" - Francisco d'Anconia to
James Taggart (137)
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• “Isn't it generally conceded that when you hire a man for a job, it is his need that counts, not his ability?
Doesn't everyone believe that in order to get the goods, all you have to do is need them? I have carried out
every moral precept of our age, I expected gratitude and a citation of honor. I do not understand why I am
being damned.” - Francisco d'Anconia (138)

• “To me, there’s only one form of human depravity - the man without a purpose.” - Hank Rearden (142)
• “If one’s actions are honest, one does not need the predated confidence of others, only their rational
perception. The person who craves a moral blank check of that [the confidence] kind has dishonest
intentions.”

4.1.2 Section 162: Part 1, Chapter 6, Section 2

• Plot summary

• After the anniversary party, late in the evening, Hank Rearden enters his wife’s bedroom with the pretext of
having sex with her. Yet, he is disgusted by Lillian, not caring to admit his defeat by leaving. Lillian accedes
perfunctorily, and starts talking about the party, because talking is what people are supposed to do before
making love. As she jabbers, Rearden wonders why she married him, and recalls the details of their courtship
and early marriage. He thinks about what a torture it has become, pretending that he and Lillian still find
their marriage and their sex life rewarding. By the time she is done talking, Rearden has lost his desire and
returns to his own room. It is his first glimpse of the premise, from Rand’s sexual theory, that one’s sexual
desires are an expression of one’s values.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Lillian Rearden’s bedroom.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Hank Rearden
• Lillian Rearden
• Balph Eubank - mentioned
• Bertram Scudder - mentioned
• Dagny Taggart - mentioned
• Francisco d'Anconia - mentioned
• Mrs. Weston - mentioned
• Simon Pritchett - mentioned
• Simons - mentioned

4.2 CHAPTER SEVEN: THE EXPLOITERS AND THE EXPLOITED

4.2.1 Section 171: Part 1, Chapter 7, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• Dagny Taggart visits the construction site of the Rio Norte Line near the Wyatt oil fields. Construction is
being supervised by Ben Nealy, who is incompetent but the best contractor Dagny could find. She meets Ellis
Wyatt who indicates he now knows what she is, and that he respects her. Hank Rearden is also on hand,
designing a Rearden Metal bridge to show off his new metal. The two get along as they always had, as if the
party had never happened.
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• Rearden mentions he is flying back east, and Dagny asks if she can go back with him. He tells her no, because
he is flying to Minnesota before heading to New York. Later at the airfield, Dagny discovers Rearden was
lying -- that he did fly straight to New York. Dagny has no clue why Rearden would flat out lie to her.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Laying of the new Rio Norte Line track near the Wyatt oil fields in Colorado.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Airport attendant 1
• Ben Nealy
• Chief Engineer 2
• Dagny Taggart
• Ellis Wyatt
• Hank Rearden
• Francisco d'Anconia - mentioned
• Dick McNamara - mentioned.
• Mr. Coleman - mentioned.
• Mr. Mowen
• Nat Taggart’s son - mentioned.
• Orren Boyle - mentioned

• Mysteries

• Why Rearden lies to Dagny about his flying directly to New York.

• Quotations:

• “muscles - that’s all it takes to build anything in the world” - Ben Nealy (154)
• “I never believed that story. I thought by the time the sun was exhausted, men would find a substitute” - Hank
Rearden (162)

4.2.2 Section 172: Part 1, Chapter 7, Section 2

• Plot summary:

• Jim tries to trap Dagny into appearing on a radio program to debate Bertram Scudder by promising she'd be
there. When she discovers that the topic is 'Is Rearden Metal a lethal product of greed?' she bails out of the
car, considering such a ridiculous question to be non-debatable.

• She visits a diner in a slum area and hears more myths about John Galt, including one that he found the
Fountain of Youth, but never came back because he couldn't bring it back.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• New York City streets
• A Diner in a run-down section of New York City.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Bertram Scudder - mentioned
• Dagny Taggart
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• Jim Taggart
• Various people in the diner
• John Galt - legend mentioned

• Quotations:

• “You go through life looking for beauty, for greatness, for some sublime achievement, and what do you find?
A lof of trick machinery for making upholstered cars - or inner-spring mattresses” - Bum in diner (168)

• “What is morality?" she asked.

“Judgement to determine right and wrong, vision to see the truth, courage to act upon it, dedication to that which is good,
integrity to stand by the good at any price.”

4.2.3 Section 173: Part 1, Chapter 7, Section 3

• Plot summary:

• Dr. Potter tries to convince Rearden to take his metal off the market, because it will make the State Science
Institute, a government research facility, look bad for its failure to produce any serious new developments in
metallurgy over the past few years. Rearden refuses, even after Dr. Potter tries to bribe him into selling all
rights to the metal to the government.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Rearden’s Office at Rearden Steel in Pennsylvania.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dr. Potter
• Hank Rearden

4.2.4 Section 174: Part 1, Chapter 7, Section 4

• Plot summary:

• Eddie Willers informs Dagny that the State Science Institute has released a sham condemnation of Rearden
Metal that has no actual facts as to any problems with the metal, but essentially an innuendo of doubt as to
whether it is safe or not.

• Dagny visits the Institute to try to find out why the statement was made. The Director of the Institute, Dr.
Robert Stadler, refuses to denounce the statement, which was made without his knowledge or consent, even
though he knows it to be untrue, because to denounce the statement would destroy the institute, which is all
he cares about.

• Dr. Stadler doesn't really have any concern as to how people are going to think about the false statement his
institute has made, because he has essentially lost faith in humanity. He notes when he was at the Patrick
Henry University he had three star pupils: Francisco d'Anconia who become a worthless playboy; Ragnar
Danneskjöld who become a pirate; and a third very promising student who went nowhere.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Dagny’s Office at Taggart Transcontinental in New York City
• Dr. Stadler’s Office at the State Science Institute in New Hampshire.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggart
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• Eddie Willers
• Dr. Robert Stadler
• Francisco d'Anconia - mentioned
• Ragnar Danneskjöld - mentioned

• Quotations:

• “What is happening to people? ...how could they accept it? Didn't they read it? Didn't they see? Don't they
think?" - Eddie Willers (175)

• “Men are not open to truth or reason. They cannot be reached by a rational argument. The mind is powerless
against them. Yet we have to deal with them. If we want to accomplish anything, we have to deceive them
into letting us accomplish it. Or force them. They understand nothing else.” - Dr. Stadler (180)

4.2.5 Section 175: Part 1, Chapter 7, Section 5

• Plot summary:

• When Conway refuses to sell to Taggart Transcontinental the rails of his Phoenix-Durango Line and Taggart
Transcontinental becomes unable to finish the construction of the Rio Norte line, but is also in the precarious
position if they don't finish it the railroadwill collapse, JimTaggart develops a strange case of flu and runs off to
themansion on the old Taggart Estate. Dagny delivers an ultimatum: she will finish the Rio Norte Line herself,
on her own terms, disassociating herself and the publically notorious project from Taggart Transcontinental.
She also demands EddieWillers be appointed Vice President of Operations in her absence (but it will actually
still be her running the company, just nobody will admit it.) In deciding what to call the new railroad she
will operate, when suggesting her own name, Jim feels that her using her own name will suggest there is a
connection between the two companies (which everyone will know but nobody will admit). Flippantly, she
suggests calling the line The John Galt line, and decides to use that name.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• The Taggart Estate on the Hudson River.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggart
• Jim Taggart
• Eddie Willers - mentioned

4.2.6 Section 176: Part 1, Chapter 7, Section 6

• Plot summary:

• Dagny spends time selling bonds to finance the construction of the John Galt Line. Through a desperate
display of emotional turmoil, Francisco d'Anconia struggles in his refusal to purchase the bonds for reasons
he cannot say. Dagny reduces herself to begging, hoping that Francisco will have pity for her cause -- he
has already thrown away many more millions of dollars in his depraved endeavors. Tortured that he cannot
tell Dagny the full truth behind his refusal, he gives her one crucial hint -- “that contradictions do not exist,
whenever you believe you've found one, check your premises.” He is shocked when he finds out the name of
the railroad, because she did it for the effect, that it represents “the hopeless” and suggests that if it is that
way, let John Galt come and claim his line. Francisco’s response is, “He will.”
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• Dagny visits Rearden to place the “first official order” for Rearden Metal rails for the John Galt Line. Dagny
shows Rearden a list of the Line’s bondholders upon request. The bondholders are the remaining great busi-
nesses from Colorado and other places have put up their own money to have the line built. In contrast to
Francisco’s tortured refusal to Dagny’s begging, Hank Rearden makes an unsolicited offer to buy the largest
block of bonds, not because he’s offering her charity, but because he knows he will make a big profit off her
work. (In their conversation, it is revealed that the bonds are convertible and high-yield.)

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• The John Galt Line office in New York City.
• Rearden’s Office at Rearden Steel in Pennsylvania.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggart
• Francisco d'Anconia
• Hank Rearden

• Quotations:

• “Contradictions do not exist. Whenever you think that you are facing a contradiction, check your premises.
You will find that one of them is wrong.” - Francisco d'Anconia (188)

4.2.7 Section 177: Part 1, Chapter 7, Section 7

• Plot summary:

• Rearden’s mother - against Rearden’s wishes that his family does not visit the mills without asking him first
- comes to see him. She wants Rearden to give his skillless brother Philip a job in the steel mill. Rearden
refuses because Philip can't do the work. His mother tries to manipulate Rearden by saying he only thinks of
justice and has no love. To the astonishment of is mother, Rearden responds saying, “Mother, I'm running
a steel plant--not a whorehouse.” His mother retaliates by saying, “What are... your mills--a holy temple of
some kind?" Despite her tone, Rearden finds himself agreeing in the sacredness of his mills. His mother
attempts to broach up morality, “Don't you ever think of people and of your moral duties?" Rearden says
that if he ever gives a job to Philip, he wouldn't be able to face any competent man who needs work and
deserves it. His mother then attempts to warp morality with the statement that, “Virtue is the giving of the
undeserved.” Rearden ends the meeting with finality, “You don't know what you're saying. I'm not able ever
to despise you enough to believe that you mean it.”

• Rearden next has a meeting with Mr. Ward, the honest owner of a family-owned plant that makes harvest
equipment. Ward has spent months trying to get a meeting with Rearden -- his goal being to explain the full
truth of his situation, that just a little bit of Rearden steel would keep his company running, and he would
be ever so grateful. Although his plant is already running at maximum, Rearden agrees to help. Ward’s
appearance and manner of speech is a stark contrast to Rearden’s mother; Ward is fully conscious of his
position, that though he owns a successful plant, he is in a position of a beggar, while Rearden’s mother, who
is the real beggar, acts as if Rearden owes her his success.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• The mill floor at Rearden Steel in Pennsylvania.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Phillip Rearden - Mentioned
• Rearden’s Mother
• Hank Rearden
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• Quotations:

• “That’s why I can't talk to you - because you're not human. You have no pity, no feeling for your brother, no
compassion for his feelings” - Rearden’s Mother (196)

• “If you loved your brother, you'd give him a job he didn't deserve, precisely because he didn't deserve it - that
would be true love and kindness and brotherhood. Else what’s love for? If a man deserves a job, there’s no
virtue in giving it to him. Virtue is the giving of the undeserved.” - Rearden’s Mother (197)

4.2.8 Section 178: Part 1, Chapter 7, Section 8

• Plot summary:

• The Legislature passes the Equalization of Opportunity bill, which will make Rearden unable to operate the
other businesses he has as part of his operation. Privately, he feels as if a part of his body has been cut out
from under him. In thinking about this he realizes a revelation about a new type of bridge development; he
calls Dagny to tell her about it.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Rearden’s Office at the steel mill in Pennsylvania.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggart
• Hank Rearden
• Mr. Ward
• Rearden’s Secretary Gwen
• Wesley Mouch - Mentioned

• Quotations:

• “I don't like people who talk too much about how everything they do is just for the sake of others. It’s not
true, and I don't think it would be right if it were true.” - Mr. Ward (199)

4.3 CHAPTER EIGHT:THE JOHN GALT LINE

4.3.1 Section 181: Part 1, Chapter 8, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• Eddie is ashamed to see The Worker whom he’s known for years, because for the moment, Eddie is Vice
President of Operations of Taggart Transcontinental while Dagny has been disentitled of her position, and
while it would be an honor for him to be a stooge for her, in some undefined way he feels he is a (greasy)
stooge for Jim Taggart.

• Eddie tells The Worker how Dwight Sanders has taken over the bankrupt United Locomotive Works so they
should soon be receiving new Diesel locomotives. He also mentions that Sanders is now crucially important
to Taggart Transcontinental -- the new line will need diesels from him.

• While updating TheWorker on the strategic needs of the company, Eddie broaches up the truth of the matter:
that, all around, the great men are forced to relinquish their status, while lesser men become their stooges.

• Eddie ends the conversation with the naming of the line -- the John Galt Line. Eddie doesn't like the name,
but The Worker does.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:
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• Employee Cafeteria of Taggart Transcontinental in New York City

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Eddie Willers
• The Worker
• Dwight Sanders - mentioned

4.3.2 Section 182: Part 1, Chapter 8, Section 2

• Plot summary:

• Dagny, dead tired after an endless workday at John Galt, Inc., slumps her head down in need of a hero’s
viaticum: someone she could love, a strong man who would bring out the best in her. As she raises her head,
she sees a shadow indicating some person is thinking of walking into her office. The man who is about to enter
the office stops at the door, then changes his mind and walks away. Instead of feeling the fear of a potential
intruder, Dagny runs out but finds no one out there; all she can see is the empty street and the entrance to the
Taggart Transcontinental Building’s train tunnels.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Offices of The John Galt Line in New York City.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggart
• Shadow Man

4.3.3 Section 183: Part 1, Chapter 8, Section 3

• Plot summary:

• Rearden, required to do so because of the Equalization of Opportunity Law, sells his iron ore mines to a
friend of his family, Paul Larkin, and hates having to do so because he sees Larkin as unworthy. When
Larkin says that he will always consider the mines to belong to Rearden, that this ownership business is a
mere legal triviliaty, Rearden declares one of his foundational principles: “Either I own a property or I don't
(208).” The truth of the matter is that, now that he has the official rights, Larkin can do whatever he wants
against Rearden. Rearden does not want to be at anyone’s mercy. Moreover, unlike Dagny, he will not allow
anyone -- least of all Larkin -- to be his stooge.

• When Rearden sells his coal mines to Ken Dannager, it’s almost painless, because he respects Dannager. But,
when Dannager offers to sell Rearden coal at cost, Rearden refuses and even offers to pay more for the coal.
Rearden wants the small triumph of having defeated the irascible incumbents by paying a worthwhile man
the money he’s worth -- and since he’s paying all the incompetent men the market value, he'd have to hike up
the price to meet Dannager’s worth.

• Summoned by Rearden for a last-minute business venture, Eddie Willers eats breakfast at Rearden’s suite
at the Wayne-Falkland Hotel in New York. Rearden recognizes that Taggart Transcontinental is in financial
trouble and cannot pay its first payment coming up in a week for Rearden Metal. On account of his metal, he
proposes to give the railroad a six month delay in paying its bills. Eddie thanks him profusely, but Rearden
makes it clear to him that this is not an act of charity -- Rearden has received a lot of money, which he cannot
use, from the purchases of his mines and ores from the looters, and giving Taggart Transcontinental a break
is a sort of fuel in his fight against the looters.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Rearden’s Office at Rearden Steel in Pennsylvania
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• Ken Dannager’s Office at Dannager Coal Company in Pennsylvania
• Rearden’s hotel room in the Wayne-Falkland Hotel in New York City.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Hank Rearden
• Paul Larkin
• Ken Dannager
• Eddie Willers
• Jim Taggart - mentioned

• Quotations:

• And the government, he [Rearden] thought suddenly, themoney now given to him as payment for his property,
where had that come from? Whose work had provided it? (209)

4.3.4 Section 184: Part 1, Chapter 8, Section 4

• Plot summary:

• Public Opinion - without any evidence or proof - is that the Rearden Metal rail of the John Galt line will
break or fail, and that the Rearden Metal bridge will collapse. Jim Taggart informs Dagny he’s afraid of
public opinion. Dagny tells him how their ancestor, Nat Taggart, only envied one of his competitors, who
said, “The public be damned!" because he wished he had said it.

• A delegate of the Union of Railroad Engineers tries to blackmail Dagny by saying they won't allow her to
run trains on the John Galt Line, whereupon she orders him out of her office. He changes his tone when
she refuses to acceed to his blackmail. She states she won't make anyone work on the train, she will ask for
volunteers.

• In putting out a request for volunteers, Eddie Willers informs Dagny that with the exception of three men
who are unreachable, every single engineer on Taggart Transcontinental volunteered to drive the first train on
the John Galt Line.

• Dagny announces casually to a packed audience of railroad engineers that she will also be aboard that first
train, but her casual attitude fools no one, they all expected her to go.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Jim Taggart’s Office at Taggart Transcontinental in New York City
• Offices of the John Galt Line in New York City
• Eddie Willer’s Office at Taggart Transcontinental in New York City

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggart
• James Taggart
• Eddie Willers
• Union Shop Steward
• Room full of train engineers
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4.3.5 Section 185: Part 1, Chapter 8, Section 5

• Plot summary:

• Dagny Holds a press conference to announce the opening of the John Galt Line and welcomes the press to be
in Cheyenne, Wyoming for the first train, which will not be a passenger special with celebrities and politicians,
but a freight express, running at an average speed of 100MPH. She also announces she will be aboard the
train.

• Hank Rearden is present at the press conference, and announces that he, too, will ride the first train of The
John Galt Line.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Offices of the John Galt Line in New York City

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggart
• Several Reporters
• Hank Rearden

4.3.6 Section 186: Part 1, Chapter 8, Section 6

• Plot summary:

• Dagny and Hank arrive at the station in Cheyenne on July 22nd where the first trip on the John Galt line
will begin. Eddie Willers is representing Taggart Transcontinental because Dagny has forbidden Jim to come
stating, “If you come, Jim, I'll have you thrown out of your own station. This is one event you're not going to
see”

• Many reporters are at the scene. The ebulliance of the moment has torn away their usual disinterested pes-
simism. Laughingly, in defiance of the doom the media’s groundlessly predicted, one photographer exclaims,
“Can't you people look doomed, please? I know that’s what the editor wants.” One cynical reporter who’s had
years of success writing the kind of dribble expected and wanted by the media proclaims, “I know what I'd
like to be: I wish I could be a man who covers news. (223)" Finally, before they take off the pressing question
“Who is John Galt?" is asked by a reporter. Dagny turns to him and proclaims “We are!"

• Though the press wants multiple shots to choose from, Eddie Willers refuses to cut the ribbon multiple times
for photo opportunities to avoid being a “phony.” In one fell swoop, he cuts the ribbon and orders the driver
Pat Logan to “Open her up!" Thus, begins the first ride on the John Galt Line.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• The Taggart Station in Cheyenne, Wyoming

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggart
• Hank Rearden
• Pat Logan
• Eddie Willers
• Various reporters
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4.3.7 Section 187: Part 1, Chapter 8, Section 7

• Plot summary:

• Dagny and Hank ride the first train on the John Galt line with Pat Logan driving the train at an unprecedented
100 mph. Taggart workers and local townspeople line the sides of the track along the way to celebrate -- and
to act as guards of honor. In the blink of an eye, they cross the bridge made of Rearden Metal without any
trouble and arrive at Wyatt Junction. Wyatt and other industrialists greet and congratulate Hank and Dagny.

• Hank, Dagny, and Wyatt have dinner together at Wyatt’s mansion out in the woods. Wyatt has provided them
a sanctuary away from the mindless media that will, doubtlessly, be bandwagoning on the heroes’ success they
had denied as impossible, just a few hours ago. This is the first time Rearden has seen Wyatt in person -- and
Wyatt appears as his true happy self, unmarred by his usual mask of anger. The success of the John Galt Line
has made Wyatt boundlessly happy, but his happiness quickly diminishes when his old pessimistic bitterness
returns -- that this will not last.

• Wyatt shows Hank and Dagny to where they will be staying and Hank and Dagny consummate their love for
each other. See Ayn Rand’s Theory of Sex

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• The first train of the John Galt Line
• Wyatt Junction

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny
• Hank Rearden
• Pat Logan
• Ellis Wyatt
• Various industrialists

4.4 CHAPTER NINE:THE SACRED AND THE PROFANE

4.4.1 Section 191: Part 1, Chapter 9, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• Rearden and Dagny put into words the differing yet similar nature of their “love” for each other. Rearden
views the act of sex that he has succumbed to as depraved, yet he needs her, wants it, while Dagny views it as
the joy to look forward to, the goal of arduous work. Each of them finds in the other a worthwhile mate to
render mutual pleasures to.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Dagny’s apartment

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Hank Rearden
• Dagny Taggart
• James Taggart
• Board of Taggart Transcontinental (mentioned)
• Dr. Simon Pritchett (mentioned)

https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Ayn_Rand%2527s_Theory_of_Sex
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Places_in_Atlas_Shrugged
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Characters_in_Atlas_Shrugged
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Places_in_Atlas_Shrugged
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Characters_in_Atlas_Shrugged


4.4. CHAPTER NINE:THE SACRED AND THE PROFANE 29

• The following quotations appear in this section:

• “Nothing’s important” - James Taggart (242)
• “I saw pictures of New York and I thought, somebody built those buildings - he didn't just sit and whine that
the kitchen was filthy and the roof leaking and the plumbing clogged and it’s a goddamn world and ... we
were stinking poor and not giving a damn about it. That’s what I couldn't take - that they didn't give a damn.”
- Cherryl Brooks (245)

• “He didn't do it for any noble purpose, he did it just for his own profit. He’s never done anything for any other
reason.” - Jim to Cherryl
• “What’s wrong with that, Mr. Taggart?" - Cherryl to Jim (246)

• “There are no absolutes - as Dr. Pritchett has proved irrefutably.” - James Taggart (248)
• “Unhappiness is the hallmark of virtue, If a man is unhappy, really, truly unhappy, it means that he is a
superior sort of person” - James Taggart (248)

• “The worst thing about people is not the insults they hand out, but the compliments” - Hank Rearden (259)

4.4.2 Section 192: Part 1, Chapter 9, Section 2

• Plot summary:

• James Taggart finds himself wandering down a slum street plagued with a discontent he cannot pinpoint,
succumbing to feelings of contempt and disgust in lieu of cogent thoughts. The setting is dark, the weather
damp; Taggart has a cold, and he can't find his handkerchief. With the task of purchasing paper tissues and
the malice of hoping the store will be out of business soon, he walks into a dime store in the district, the
only spot of light in the dark decay of the slum neighborhood. The contrast between the dark decay of the
slums that Taggart walks into and the brightness of the dime store sharpens the difference between Brooks
and Taggart. Brooks, an innocent salesgirl at the dime store, is naive enough to see in Taggart a genuine hero.
Taggart is amused by her ignorance and also drawn to her by it. Moreover, she does not regard him with the
secret contempt of fellow looters, who know that Taggart’s so-called “greatness” is gained in underhand tricks,
rather than genuinely. Having been askew by the media’s muckracking of Taggart as one of the supporters of
the John Galt Line, she views him as one of the truly heroic. Taggart’s true motive, however, is not to deceive
himself that he is great. Although a part of him seems to want greatness, as if jealous of Rearden’s ability
to invent that metal, he wouldn't be happy if he receives that greatness because it’s unearned--but he does
not know this, as he lets feelings bypass thoughts. Taggart’s true motive is feeling the superiority that he has
something over her--that he’s deceived her. To him, she is a girl with the same spirit of the heroes he despises,
and deceiving her, to him, is like putting something over the heroes. When he brings her back home, having
resisted the “customary action” of taking advantage of her sexually, she praises him, saying that anyone else
would have. Taggart smugly asks if she would have, and Brooks runs away, abashed and ashamed. Taggart is
satisfied that he has rendered the feelings of the profane into the sacred spirit Brooks represents.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Dime store in the slums
• James Taggart’s living room

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• James Taggart
• Cherryl Brooks (first appearance)
• Ragnar Danneskjold (mentioned)
• Orren Boyle (mentioned)
• Dr. Floyd Harris (mentioned)
• Dr. Simon Pritchett (mentioned)
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• The following pieces of Literature in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• The Metaphysical Contradictions of the Universe by Dr. Simon Pritchett

4.4.3 Section 193: Part 1, Chapter 9, Section 3

• Plot summary:

• As Dagny and Rearden talk about the aftermath of the success of the John Galt Line, they realize that their
love for each other is based on a mutual capitalistic gauge of each other’s worth. This scene is in stark
juxtaposition to the one before, as unlike Taggart/Brooks, Dagny/Rearden worship each other in a worthwhile
pride of mutual strength, while Taggart toys with Brooks’ ignorance, letting a faked sense of pride win over
his feelings.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Philadelphia

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Hank Rearden
• Dagny Taggart
• Francisco D'Anconia (elliptical reference as Dagny’s former lover)

4.4.4 Section 194: Part 1, Chapter 9, Section 4

• Plot summary:

• The Quinn Ball Bearing Company is yet another company leaving their homestate to join the incipient wealth
in Colorado. Mowen complains about how everyone is leaving for Colorado. The low-labor worker explains
that it’s due to the Equalization of Opportunity Bill forbidding others from owning more than one business.
Mowen whines about how someone should do something about the world. He likes the worker, as the worker
makes him feel safe. The worker states that Mowen wouldn't care what happens to the world. The worker
turns out to be Owen Kellogg.
• Mowen mentions that Wesley Mouch, the man whom James Taggart liked for being reticent, becomes
Top-Coordinator of the Bureau of Economic Planning and National Resources.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Quinn Ball Bearing Company of Connecticut
• Amalgamated Switch and Signal Company (mentioned)

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Mr. Mowen
• Owen Kellogg
• Dan Conway (mentioned)
• Orren Boyle (mentioned)
• Wesley Mouch (mentioned)
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4.4.5 Section 195: Part 1, Chapter 9, Section 5

• Plot summary:

• The shackles of orthodox depravity that restrain Rearden from his full happiness are beginning to crack, as
he lets his love for Dagny push aside the burden of public scandal. He wants Dagny to wear the bracelet of
Rearden Metal in public. He also wants to take her on a vacation. This will be their only break, as there is a
plethora of business jam-packed into the next three years.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Dagny’s apartment
• John Galt. Inc. building (briefly)

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggart
• Hank Rearden
• Francisco D'Anconia (mentioned)

4.4.6 Section 196: Part 1, Chapter 9, Section 6

• Plot summary:

• After spending an aimless week of wandering, Rearden confronts Dagny with the characteristic restlessness
of the heroes, “Does relaxing have to be purposeless?" In reply, Dagny asks him which factory he wants to
visit. They start visiting abandoned factories and ore mines. They come across the Twentieth Century Motor
Company. But, the rampant decay around the factory is depressing; moreover, it foreshadows the emotional
context in which the world’s greatest material treasure is to be found. Dagny finds in the company the broken
remnants of a motor that would run on static electricity. While all other valuables have been looted from
the factory, the significance of the motor has been heartfallingly disregarded, the re-usable parts of the motor
having been torn off. Rearden states the good the motor could have done, implying that all the loot taken away
from the company wouldn't have been worth the potential of the motor. Those who had run the company
to its ends were not capable of realizing the worth of the motor; their lack of judgment parallels that of the
incomptency of the incumbents who now hold power over the world.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Abandoned ore pit in Michigan
• Anonymous motels in Wisconsin and Michigan
• The Twentieth Century Motor Company

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Hank Rearden
• Dagny Taggart
• Ted Nielsen (mentioned)
• Dwight Sanders (mentioned)

• The following pieces of Literature in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:
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4.5 CHAPTER TEN:WYATT'S TORCH

4.5.1 Section 197: Part 1, Chapter 10, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• The clerk of the Hall of Records explains that the Twentieth Century Motor Company had been sold out
twice, at the same time. Mark Yonts had used the company as collateral for a loan from an Illinois bank and
he had sold it to some South Dakotans. The clerk describes Yonts as not the kind of person who operates
things, that he “doesn't want to makemoney, only to get it.” The clerk tells them that Yonts had sold the parts
of the factory piece-meal after he bought it and that scavengers from Starnesville probably took everything
else to use as kindling. He admits that Yonts bought it from a Mayor Bascom of Rome. When the clerk asks
Rearden and Dagny what they're looking for, Rearden replies saying that it is a friend they've lost, a friend
who used to work at the factory.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Hall of Records
• Starnesville (mentioned)

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• People’s Mortage Company (mentioned)
• Twentieth Century Motor Company (mentioned)
• Mark Yonts (mentioned)
• Dagny Taggart
• Hank Rearden
• Clerk of Hall of Records
• Mayor Bascom of Rome, Wisconsin (mentioned)

• The following Quotations appear in this section:

• “So it seems like everybody owns the place--and nobody” (Clerk describes state of 20th century motor com-
pany)

• “He didn't want to make money, only to get it” (Clerk describes Mark Yonts)(273)

4.5.2 Section 198: Part 1, Chapter 10, Section 2

• Plot summary:

• Dagny and Rearden visit Bascom in Rome. Bascom is the type of man who believes that one can only
become rich by “cutting corners” and bending laws, and he’s open about this, “as if a fellow cheat displaying
his shrewdness to his partners in guilt.” Bascom rambles on about how he can't stand a man with principles,
and Rearden is forced to have to clue him in with questions. Bascom mentions that he managed to take a
few items before he sold it to Mark Yonts--Jed Starnes’ mahogany desk and a mermaid shower stall. When
Rearden figures out to ask him which bankruptcy sale he bought it from, Bascom finally tells that it was from
the Community National Bank, run by Eugene Lawson, the banker with a heart. Bascom implies in passing
that much of the poverty is because of the crash of the bank. Rearden again tells him that they are looking
for a friend. Bascom replies that it must be a good friend if they would go through all this trouble to find him,
“you and the charming lady who is not your wife.”

• Rearden is enraged. But, when Dagny asks Bascom why he thinks so, Bascom tells them that married couples
don't look as if they have a bedroom on their minds because “in this world, either you're virtuous or you enjoy
yourself. Not both.”

https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Places_in_Atlas_Shrugged
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Characters_in_Atlas_Shrugged


4.5. CHAPTER TEN:WYATT'S TORCH 33

• When they leave Bascom, Rearden apologizes to Dagny. Dagny, however, tells him to think through the man’s
explanation, revealing that Dagny knows the fetters that Hank’s family has around him.

• Rearden gets paranoid about sending their engineers down to sift through the remains of the factory for more
details of themotor, fearing that others would find out about their furtive romance. Dagny effortlessly bypasses
his pessimism saying she'd call her engineers down here to search the factory, saying that she was on vacation.

• Dagny reaches a long distance phone to call Eddie. Eddie is panicked, his words foreboding, “I think they're
planning to kill Colorado.”

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Mayor Bascom’s office in Rome, Wisconsin
• Long-distance telephone station

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggart
• Hank Rearden
• Mayon Bascom
• Mark Yonts (mentioned)
• Jed Starnes (mentioned)
• Community National Bank (mentioned)
• Eugene Lawson (mentioned)
• Eddie Willers

• The following quotations appear in this section:

• “No principle ever filled anybody’s milk bottle” - Mayor Bascom (275)
• “Don't ever get mad at a man for stating the truth” - Dagny (277)

4.5.3 Section 199: Part 1, Chapter 10, Section 3

• Plot summary:

• Dagny returns to New York. She hides the motor in a vault in an abandoned Taggart tunnel that used to hold
an emergency electric generator. This is symbolic of the motor’s role in the state of things--it has the potential
to power the world in this emergency state.

• The media has muckraked the following:
• Union of Locomotive Engineers demanding the maximum speed of trains be set at 60 mph.
• Union of Railway Constructors and Brakemen demand that the trains be reduced to 60 cars. (James
Taggart would later argue that because of the massive unemployment, having less cars per train would
divide up the work.)

• The neighboring states of Wyoming, New Mexico, Utah, Arizona demand that the number of trains
running in Colorado not to exceed the number of trains run in each of neighboring states. (Parallel:
Brother’s keeper become State’s keeper.)

• Orren Boyle vies for the Preservation of Livelihood Law limiting the production of Rearden Metal to
that of the output of other steel mills of equal plant capacity.

• Mowens demands a Fair Share Law so that every customer of Rearden Metal gets an equal share of it.
(Ironically, just a few months ago, he had refused to make switches out of Rearden Metal.)

• Scudder demands for the Public Stability Law forbidding Eastern businesses from moving out of states.
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• Wesley Mouch, the Top Co-ordinator of the Bureau for Economic Planning and National Resources
makes a bunch of ambiguous statements repeating the phrases “emergency powers” and “unbalanced
economy.”

• Dagny reminisces about Eddie’s despair and James Taggart’s response. Taggart had argued for each of the
demands above, albeit each one has the potential to destroy Taggart Transcontinental. When confronted with
this, Taggart adamantly states that he “fully intends to protect the interests of Taggart Transcontinental.”
Dagny points out that it is impossible if he intends to kill Colorado. Taggart claims there is no need for panic,
that Dagny had predicted disaster for the Anti-dog-eat-dog-rule, but it’s yet to come. Dagny points out that
that was because she saved them! She ominously points out that if she doesn't save them, who will?

• All this does not seem real to her while underground. Dagny realizes that finding the man who created the
motor is more important than anything, albeit the impending legislature may easily stifle her business.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Taggart Tunnels

• The following pieces of legislature are used in this section:

• Preservation of Livelihood Law (mentioned)
• Fair Share Law (mentioned)
• Public Stability Law

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Union of Locomotive Engineers (mentioned)
• Union of Railway Constructors and Brakemen (mentioned)
• Wesley Mouch
• Bertram Scudder
• Orren Boyle
• Mr. Mowen
• James Taggart
• Dagny Taggart
• Hank Rearden (mentioned)
• Eddie Willers

• The following quotations appear in this section:

• “If one of my blast furnaces goes down, will I be able to keep it going by feeding your intention into it?" -
Hank Rearden to Paul Larkin (281)

• “The same kind of brain can't do both. Either you're good at running the mills or you're good at running to
Washington” The Purchasing Manager to Rearden (283)

• “Lillian, what purpose do you live for?" - Hank
• “What a crude question! No enlightened person would ever ask it.” - Lillian
• “Well, what is it that enlightened people do with thier lives?" - Hank
• “Perhaps they do not attempt to do anything. That is their enlightenment” - Lillian (287)
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4.5.4 Section 200: Part 1, Chapter 10, Section 4

• Plot summary:

• The section begins with Rearden realizing that he cannot fight both battles: the fight against the incumbent
gangs vying for the restrictive laws and the fight against the traditional gangs of ruffians for ore to run his
mines. Rearden’s purchasing manager would later tell him that he’s not the type of man who would win the
fight in Washington, that either he’s good at running the mills or running to Washington.

• Larkin, who had bought Rearden’s mines c/o The Equalization of Opportunity Bill, has shipped the ore to
Boyle instead of Rearden. Moreover, he’s using railway transportation instead of lake shipping in order to
keep his friendship with Taggart.

• Rearden has been reduced to furtive bargains with ungainly sources, such as ruffian gangs, to obtain his ore.
Rearden finds himself unable to see his own cause as right because he feels guilt for his secret relationship
with Dagny. He does not believe in degrees of evil, thus seeing himself as one of the evil ones, he finds
himself unable to fully condemn the looters. He would fight as one guilty wretch against the others. But, he
finds that it is all worth it because of Dagny.

• Rearden returns home late. Lillian offers him the duty of a wife, but Rearden, who is now in love with Dagny,
is disgusted. Lillian hints at her motive in wanting him--not in the gutter sense. She, like his family, would
hold onto him by his sense of duty and guilt, and this is how they are having him.

• When Lillian finally leaves, Rearden falls asleep consoled by sexy thoughts of Dagny.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Rearden’s Office

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Paul Larkin
• Hank Rearden
• Rearden’s Purchasing Manager

4.5.5 Section 201: Part 1, Chapter 10, Section 5

• Plot summary:

• Dagny meets with Eugene Lawson, who is now a member of the Bureau of Economic Planning and National
Resources, one of the controllers of the world. Lawson, thinking she’s here to leech dirty news from him,
states he is not ashamed of his past presidentship of the Community National Bank of Madison.

• Dagny inquires about the Twentieth Century Motor Company, but Lawson claims that whatever or whomever
she’s searching for would be of less importance than a friendship with Wesley Mouch, which he can obtain
for her. Dagny believes that he’s wrong, that the man she is looking for is more important than anything.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Lawson’s office in Bureau

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggart
• Eugene Lawson
• Lee Hunsacker (mentioned)
• Wesley Mouch (mentioned)

• The following quotations appear in this section:
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• “My objective was social progress, human brotherhood and love. Love, Ms. Taggart. That is the key to
everything. If men learned to love one another, it would solve all their problems” - Eugene Lawson (290)

• “I can proudly say that in all of my life I have never made a profit!" - Eugene Lawson
• “Mr. Lawson, I think I should let you know that of all the statements a man can make, that is the one I
consider most despicable.” - Dagny (292)

4.5.6 Section 202: Part 1, Chapter 10, Section 6

• Plot summary:

• Hunsacker’s tag line is “I never had a chance.” He tells of a life where, from his perspective, he has been
massively cheated on all levels--the wealth entitled to him made impossible because of averse circumstances
that seem to reoccur. Hunsacker claims he is the only man who has beaten Midas Mulligan. Upon Mulligan’s
rejection of a loan to him, Hunsacker had brought his case to court. Hunsacker had appealed to a higher
court, when Judge Narrangansett rejected his suit against Mulligan. The higher court reversed Narrangensett’s
decision.

• Dagny recalls her memory of Midas Mulligan, a famous banker. He had disappeared, suddenly, without a
trace. His company had also liquidated itself suddenly -- every single penny of it liquidated, the company
completely wiped out. Narrangansett had disappeared shortly after.

• Dagny recalls Judge Narrangetsett, the ideally impartial judge who is likened to the blind-folded statue of
justice.

• Dagny manages to get the locations of the Starnes heirs from Hunsacker.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Hunsacker’s squalid home

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Lee Hunsacker
• Dagny Taggart
• Starnes Heirs (mentioned)
• Midas Mulligan (mentioned)
• Judge Narrangetsett (mentioned)

• The following Quotations appear in this section:

• “Why yes I can,” said Midas Mulligan, when he was asked whether he could name a person more evil than
the man with a heart closed to pity. “The man who uses another’s pity for him as a weapon.” (294)

• “I didn't have much money to spend on such things as laboratories . . . I had to have a brighter color scheme
in my office, and a decent modern bathroom with a stall shower. Furthermore, I spent a lot of money on a new
cafeteria and a playroom and rest room for the workers. We had to have morale didn't we?" - Lee Hunsacker
(298)

4.5.7 Section 203: Part 1, Chapter 10, Section 7

• Plot summary:

• Each Starnes heir is akin to a demon of greater evil in hell. They are archetypes of the evil people in the
world.
• Eric would kill himself just to hurt others.
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• Gerald claims that the factory crashed because it was bad. He represents a man who has reversed the
proper metaphysics that it is the men who have brought the factory to its current decrepit state that are
bad.

• Ivy installed the creed of communism as the new company plan. She is the epitome of pure evil, from
Dagny’s perspective.
• “From each according to his ability, to each according to his need...”
• “Rewards were based on need; and the penalties on ability... Those who had not produced as
much as the vote said they could were fined... It required men to be motivated, not by personal
gain, but by a love for their brothers...”

• Dagny almost murders Ivy, but Ivy gives her a shred of information--of a William Hastings, who had been
the chief engineer.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Flophouse where Gerald crashes in
• Ivy’s stinky bungalow

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Eric Starnes (mentioned)
• Gerald Starnes
• Ivy Starnes
• Dagny Taggart
• Jed Starnes (mentioned)
• William Hastings (mentioned)

4.5.8 Section 204: Part 1, Chapter 10, Section 8

• Plot summary:

• Dagny visits the Hastings’ home. Mrs. Hastings answers the door. William had died five years ago. Dagny
is crestfallen, but she soon finds that the man who had made the motor still exists somewhere. Mrs. Hastings
does not know much of her husband’s affairs, except once when she was picking him up she saw him with two
other men. One a young man, whomWilliam claimed would upturn the world, and the other a veneraable old
man. It is almost a dead end for Dagny, but Mrs. Hastings remembers that she has seen the man at a diner
near the Lennox Foundry.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• the Hasting’s modest home in suburbia

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Lennox Foundry (mentioned)
• William Hastings (mentioned)
• Mrs. Hastings
• Dagny Taggart
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4.5.9 Section 205: Part 1, Chapter 10, Section 9

• Plot summary:

• Dagny eats the best burger she’s ever had at the diner near Lennox Foundry. She finds from the owner and
cook that it'll close in a week, after the foundry closes.

• The owner turns out to be Hugh Akston. He warns her to stop searching for the man who made the motor,
that it would be a dead end alley.

• Dagny leaves, stating that she would still search for him.
• As she boards the train back to civilization, she hears news of the new directives enacted for emergency
measures.

• As the train speeds by Colorado, Dagny screams, seeing that Wyatt’s oil fields are ablaze with fire.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• diner near Lennox Foundry

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Francisco d'Anconia (mentioned)
• Ragnar Danneskjold (mentioned)
• Dagny Taggart
• Hugh Akston
• Dr. Stadler (mentioned)

• The following quotations appear in this section:

• “If you find it inconceivable that an invention of genius should be abandoned among ruins and that a philoso-
pher should wish to work as a cook in a diner - check your premises. You will find that one of them is wrong.”
- Hugh Akston to Dagny (308)

• “I am leaving it as I found it. Take over. It’s yours.” - Note left by Ellis Wyatt at the foot of the burning hill
of Wyatt Oil.

See Also: Structure, Part 1: Chapters 1-5, Part 1: Chapters 6-10, Part 2: Chapters 1-5, Part 2: Chapters 6-10, Part 3:
Chapters 1-5, Part 3: Chapters 6-10
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Chapter 5

Atlas Shrugged/Synopsis/Section 2

See Also: Structure, Part 1: Chapters 1-5, Part 1: Chapters 6-10, Part 2: Chapters 1-5, Part 2: Chapters 6-10, Part 3:
Chapters 1-5, Part 3: Chapters 6-10
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Chapter 6

Atlas Shrugged, Part 2, Chapters 1-5

6.1 CHAPTER ONE: The Man Who Belonged on Earth

6.1.1 Section 211: Part 2, Chapter 1, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• While waiting for Dr. Ferris to arrive, Dr. Stadler paces in his office and thinks about the outrageous weather
and the Ferris’ outrageous book. Stadler is worried about how the book will be received. Although it was
not written by him, it was published by the State Science Institute, and whatever notoriety it acquires will
inevitably be attributed to him, since his name helps affirm the SSI. He is worried about the philosophy in
the book which begins “Thought is a primitive suspicion. Reason is an irrational idea.” After some time Dr.
Stadler screams to himself that “I had nothing to do with it!"

• Dr. Ferris arrives one hour late because his car broke down and he “had a hell of a time trying to find someone
to fix it.” They briefly talk of the trouble with reclaiming the Wyatt oil fields - the scientists cannot discover
the special method Wyatt used. Dr. Ferris had yet to reclaim one drop but has received many large grants
from the government. Moreover, he gauges the project’s success based on approval from certain incumbents,
rather than actual results. Dr. Stadler attempts to ask for actual results, but Ferris tells him he’s not interested
in practical technological endeavors. Stadler then complains of the lack of heating due to the oil shortage. Dr.
Stadler then asks about Project Xylophone or Project X. Ferris informs him that it is a top secret project that
has to do with sound. Stadler then presses Ferris on the book. Ferris is flustered and asks “did you find the
text confusing?" Stadler warns of the dangerous message of the book and Ferris shrugs it off. Ferris claims
the audience is one that does not want to think and thus will not be troubled by the content. He believes the
audience will embrace the books for giving them justification for not thinking.

• Dr. Stadler lets Ferris leave without saying he will denounce the book in public. He fears this threat would
not faze Ferris. He begins to feel that his word no longer had any power.

• His secretary informs him that Dagny is on the line. She asks him to meet with her in New York, and although
he does not have an engagement there, he lies so that he can meet her today. He leaves as soon as he can,
desperate for another mind of like competence.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Dr. Stadler’s office

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dr. Robert Stadler
• Dr. Ferris
• Ellis Wyatt (mentioned)
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• Dagny

• The following quotations appear in this section:

• Excerpts from Why Do You Think You Think by Dr. Floyd Ferris
• “Thought is a primitive suspicion. Reason is an irrational idea.” (316)
• “The more we know, the more we learn that we know nothing” (316)
• “Do not expect consistancy. Everything is a contradiction of everything else. Nothing exists but contra-
dictions.” (317)

• “You cannot be sure of anything” (317)
• “You see, Dr. Stadler, people don't want to think. And the deeper they get into trouble, the less they want to
think. But by some sort of instinct, they feel that they ought to and it makes them feel guilty. So they'll bless
and follow anyone who gives them justification for not thinking. Anyone who makes a virtue - out of what
they know to be sin, their weakness and their guilt.” - Dr. Ferris to Dr. Stadler (322)

• The following pieces of Literature in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Why Do You Think You Think by Dr. Floyd Ferris

6.1.2 Section 212: Part 2, Chapter 1, Section 2

• Plot summary

• While at work, Dagny reminisces the recent events -- the dying companies, and Jim’s triumph. Hammonds
and Stockton have disappeared, and Dagny has no longer become astonished at this steady disappearance of
the producers. Through his friends in Washington, Jim has managed to make all the restrictive legislatures
favor Taggart Transcontinental, in some way, usually through forced elimination of competition. Jim has thus
grafted large sums of money, “Listed as profit, on the glossy pages of his report to the stockholders, was the
money he had not earned--the subsidies for empty trains; and the money he did not own--the sum that should
have gone to pay the interest and the retirement of Taggart bonds, the debt which, by the will of Wesley
Mouch, he had been permitted not to pay. (327)" He proclaims to Dagny, "'You have always considered
money-making as such an important virtue... well, it seems to me that I'm better at it than you are (327).”

• In her conversation with Stadler, Dagny almost finds herself sympathizing with Stadler when he offers a
potential scientist to take on the quest of reconstructing the motor. This type, as Stadler admits himself, is
the type who would refuse to work for the State Science Institute. The small talk of incompetent railway
workers broaches up the rhetorical question, “Who is John Galt?" Stadler mentions that he knew of a John
Galt once, “He had such a mind that, had he lived, the whole world would have been talking of him by now
(334).” Ominously, Stadler declares that this John Galt must be dead, he has to -- even though he appears to
be lonely for a like mind.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Taggart Tunnel
• Dagny’s office

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Stadler
• James Taggart
• Dagny Taggart
• John Galt (mentioned)
• incompetent railway workers
• Hammond
• Stockton’s sister
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6.1.3 Section 213: Part 2, Chapter 1, Section 3

• Plot summary

• Rearden receives a mysterious order from the State Science Institute demanding that he sell 10,000 tons of
Rearden Metal for a certain Project X. Recent legislation has required that he limit sales to any one customer
only 500 tons -- which is clearly an arbitrary sum set by some clueless incumbent, since it’s barely enough to
lay 3 miles of Taggart rail. Rearden refuses to sell to the State Science Institute.

• The Wet Nurse, a representative from Washington hired to monitor Rearden’s progress, advises Rearden to
reconsider, because the source is the government, and that there will be trouble if he rejects it.

• When a representative of the State Science Institute comes to discuss the issue with Rearden, Rearden states
that because it’s his creation, he has a moral right to knowwhat use is made of his metal -- regardless of the fact
that just a short while ago, the State Science Institute had issued libel against Rearden Metal. The spokesman
invokes a bunch of words, stating that it’s a great project of great social value, but does not actually state what
Project X is. Rearden then gives him the ultimatum -- if you want the metal, just go out and take it like any
looter. He can't shoot him, but he will not help make this extortion look moral and legal. The spokesman
leaves, ominously stating that he will regret his action. Rearden, however, feels elated. His reaction is a step
closer to understanding of his role in the Sanction of the Victim.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Rearden’s office
• Rearden Metal

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Rearden
• Rearden’s Superintendent
• Miss Ives
• The Wet Nurse

6.1.4 Section 214: Part 2, Chapter 1, Section 4

• Plot summary

• Rearden buys Dagny a bunch of expensive luxury items, some of which he can't afford, in hopes of turning her
into his own luxury item. Dagny claims the ownership is righteous because he has bought her long ago through
his ability and achievement. (This ritual of courtship through merit is typical in Ayn Rand’s romances.) Hank
admits that he'd never had a reason for spending the money he'd earned -- he'd always envisioned that he'd
buy treasures for a woman, but has not found her until now.

• Dagny tells Rearden ofQuentin Daniels and the possibility of finding amind to revive themotor. Shementions
Stadler, and Rearden tells her that Stadler wanted from Dagny a recognition that he’s still great, “to juggle
reality for him, so that his greatness would remain. (350)"

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Dagny’s apartment
• d'Anconia Copper (mentioned)
• Elegant and hidden Inn situated in a knoll in the woods

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Hank Rearden
• Dagny Taggart
• Dr. Stadler (mentioned)
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6.2 CHAPTER TWO: The Aristocracy of Pull

6.2.1 Section 221: Part 2, Chapter 2, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• Within view of the giant citywide calendar across the street, Dagny reminisces recent events in her office in
NewYork. The giant calendar is a looming presence that haunts her with the thought that her days are limited,
and that she’s working towards an end it knows, but she does not know.

• She remembers her meeting with Quintin Daniels, the scientist Stadler suggested to her who might remake the
motor. Daniels had refused to work at the State Science Institute on the basis that “Governmental scientific
inquiry” is a contradiction in terms. Instead, Daniels works as a night watchman at the Utah Institute of
Technology. The low pay is sufficient to pay for his meals, and he has full access to the labs; cut off from
the world, he is doing research for his own personal enjoyment. He had refused Dagny’s high monthy pay,
stating that he would gamble with his own mind and not with her money, uncertain about whether he will
succeed in reconstructing the motor. However, when and if he succeeds, he will demand a high percentage
of the profits. Daniels’ method of payment is both ideally Objective and a tribute to the meaning and worth
of money, which is clarified later in this chapter by Francisco’s speech at Taggart’s wedding.

• As Dagny leaves the building, the cigarette-collecting old man at the cigar stand stops her, telling her that he'd
looked everywhere to try to find the manufacturer of the cigarette with the sign of the dollar she had given
him -- though the cigarette is definitely machine made, to the best of his knowledge, “that cigarette was not
made anywhere on earth.”

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Giant citywide calendar “Calendar in the sky beyond the windows of her office (352)"
• Dagny’s office
• Corner cigar stand

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Quentin Daniels
• Dagny Taggart
• Dr. Stadler (mentioned)
• Ted Neilsen
• Roger Marsh (mentioned)
• Old man at the cigar stand

6.2.2 Section 222: Part 2, Chapter 2, Section 2

• Plot summary:

• Rearden sits in his room in the Wayne-Falkland Hotel reminiscing his secret meeting with Dannager. He had
arranged to give Dannagar enough Rearden Metal to reinforce the roofing of Dannagar’s mines from caving
in. Dannager is one of the only competent men remaining, and Rearden feels this underhand action is a blow
against the looters. Yet, he feels contempt for himself that he is reduced to having to pull a secret meeting
for an honest trade.

• After the waiter has cleared away the in-room dinner cart, Lillian bursts into the room. Rearden is surprised
at her appearance. Though he does not want to attend the party, Lillian convinces Rearden to attend Taggart’s
wedding. The fact that she has convinced him to go to the party means that she still holds him as a victim.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:
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• Wayne-Falkland Hotel

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Lillian Rearden
• Ken Dannager
• Hank Rearden

6.2.3 Section 223: Part 2, Chapter 2, Section 3

• Plot summary:

• Cherryl reminisces while she dresses for her wedding under the supervision of a sob sister who had taken
Brooks under her protection. Masses of reporters have tailed after Brooks, shooting pictures of her in her
slum neighborhood, making Brooks something of a sensation, though to her chagrin. Brooks senses something
wrong in the sort of publicity she’s receiving -- indeed, Taggart had not only not offered her money to escape
the reporters, he had also not hired her an escort to take her to the wedding. The sobsister would be the one
to drive Brooks to her wedding.

• Cherryl also recounts her “romance” with Taggart. She had been surprised that Taggart had dropped by her
slum room one day, out of the blue. Taggart seems to find in her an unlikely confidante; he spills out his
animosity towards his contemporaries, both heroes and looters, while Brooks, understanding little of what he
rambles about, innocently assumes the burden of listening to his words. Taggart is drawn to Brooks by her
innocence, her hero-worshipping ideals; he feels like he’s winning by making Brooks believe that he is the
hero, and Dagny and Rearden the villains.

• The sob sister warns her that “there are people who'll try to hurt you through the good they see in you--
knowing that it’s the good, needing it and punishing you for it. Don't let it break you when you discover that.
(364)" Rather than taking heed from the sobsister’s words, Brooks is optimistic that she'd soon beMrs. James
Taggart.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Cherryl Brooks’ Apartment

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Cherryl Brooks
• Sob Sister

6.2.4 Section 224: Part 2, Chapter 2, Section 4

• Plot summary:

• The section on Cherryl and Jim Taggart’s wedding. Jim has received media attention for his democratic
wedding--that his bride is one of the poor.

• Bertran Scudder states that “Money is the root of all evil”. To which d'Anconia gives a lengthy rebuttal.
• Lillian asks Dagny for the bracelet back, but Dagny refuses to return it. Lillian attempts to get Dagny to admit
that she’s having an affair with Rearden, yet when Dagny gets to the point, Lillian realizes how ludicrous the
speculation is. Taking Dagny’s side, Rearden asks Lillian to apologize to Dagny.

• In Francisco’s speech, he asserts that “money is the root of all good.” Those who believe it is evil have let
money be its own value, when the value of money is dependent on its creator and trader. This value can be
deprecated into something evil if money is abused through fraudulent trade.

• The party ends when Francisco states to Rearden that he has instigated the crash of D'Anconia Copper Stock,
and the party guest leave in a hurry to try and talk to their respective stockbrokers.
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• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Wayne-Falkland Hotel

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Cherryl Brooks
• James Taggart
• Dagny Taggart
• Lillian Rearden
• Hank Rearden
• Francisco d'Anconia
• Orren Boyle
• Bertran Scudder
• Paul Larkin
• Eugene Lawson
• Balph Eubank
• Wesley Mouch (mentioned)
• Several unnamed party guests

6.3 CHAPTER THREE: White Blackmail

6.3.1 Section 231: Part 2, Chapter 3, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• Rearden returns to his hotel room in the Wayne-Falkland Hotel after Taggart’s party. Lillian announces that
she’s going to take a train home and complains that she hates d'Anconia, that he could have kept his mouth
shut until tomorrow morning, that “he owed a certain duty to his stockholders, didn't he? (392)" The tension
in her voice is revealed in a later section.

• Rearden escorts Lillian by taxi to the train station, still dressed in his evening clothes.
• Rearden gives the taxi driver the address of Dagny’s apartment, and he goes there immediately after dropping
Lillian off.

• At Dagny’s apartment, Dagny explains the nature of their love for one another--that it is like a mutual trade.
In accords with Ayn Rand’s Theory of Sex, Dagny tells Rearden that that her “way of trading is to know that
the joy [he] gives [her] is paid for by the joy [he] gets from [her]--not by [his] suffering or [hers]. (394)" She
won't accept sacrifices, and if he asks her to give up her railroad, she'd leave him. She tells him that if the
pleasure of one is bought by the pain of the other, then the trade is a fraud. She warns him that, “You don't
do it in business, Hank. Don't do it in your own life. (394)" Dagny’s words remind Rearden of how different
she and Lillian are.

• Rearden asks Dagny who had been her first lover. Dagny refuses to answer, in part because of Rearden’s
motive in asking, and instead prompts Rearden to understand his error in envy over her first man, “Do you
know your only real guilt? With the greatest capacity for it, you've never learned to enjoy yourself. You've
always rejected your own pleasure too easily. You've been willing to bear too much. (395)" Ironically,
Rearden mentions that that’s exactly what Francisco told him at the party. Dagny asks Rearden what he
thinks of Francisco, and Rearden admits that he’s the one man to whom he'd entrust his life.

• Rearden apologizes for the insults he threw at Dagny, the morning after at Wyatt’s house.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:
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• Wayne-Falkland Hotel
• Taggart Terminals
• Dagny’s apartment

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:
• Lillian Rearden
• Hank Rearden
• Francisco d'Anconia (mentioned)
• taxi driver
• Dagny Taggart
• Ellis Wyatt (mentioned)

6.3.2 Section 232: Part 2, Chapter 3, Section 2
• Plot summary:

• The radio announces the stock-market crash of d'Anconia Copper.
• Lillian returned to the Wayne-Falkland hotel earlier the previous evening, and is waiting when he returns in
the morning, to discover’s Hank’s unfaithfulness. She wants him to move out but will not allow a divorce and
loss of her social status. He refuses to tell her with whom he has been having an affair.

• Dr. Ferris wants Rearden to sell the State Science Institute some Rearden Metal for use in Project X. He
threatens Rearden with the possibility of ten years jail time for illegally selling Rearden Metal to Ken Dan-
nager. Rearden has Dr. Ferris thrown out of his office.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:
• Wayne-Falkland Hotel, New York City
• Rearden’s office at Rearden Steel, Pennsylvania

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:
• Hank Rearden
• Lillian Rearden
• Gwen Ives
• Dr. Ferris

6.3.3 Section 233: Part 2, Chapter 3, Section 3
• Plot summary:

• Eddie Willers is talking to the Worker in the employee cafeteria of Taggart Transcontinental. He mentions
how Rearden and Ken Dannager were both indicted for the illegal sale of Rearden Metal. He fears what will
happen if Ken Dannager quits and abandones his business, because while Rearden can take it, Dannager is
barely hanging by a thread; Dagny has recognized that he is “ready for the destroyer” and a small push might
set him off and make him quit. He also mentions that Dagny wishes she knew who the destroyer was, so that
she could kill him, even if it meant she had to die in the process.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:
• Cafeteria of the Taggart Transcontental Building

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:
• Eddie Willers
• The Worker
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6.3.4 Section 234: Part 2, Chapter 3, Section 4

• Plot summary:

• Dagny goes to Pittsburgh to try to see Ken Dannager and prevent him from quitting.
• There is an unannounced visitor already in the office with Mr. Dannager, who is causing his appointment with
her to run late. This is extremely unusual for Dannager, who is as punctual as a train schedule.

• Dagny is admitted to Dannager’s office, only to find that the visitor ahead of her was The Destroyer, who
has convinced Dannager to quit. Dagny tries to beg Dannager not to quit, but is unsuccessful, and he will be
leaving that day. Dannager asks Dagny to tell Hank Rearden that he is probably “the only man I ever loved,”
indicating how much he cared about Rearden.

• Dannager tells her not to worry, as she'll be seeing him again soon. “Oh? Are you going to return?" “No.
You're going to join me.”

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Dannager’s office at Dannager Coal Company in Pittsburgh.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggart
• Ken Dannager’s Secretary
• Ken Dannager
• Unnamed visitor (The Destroyer, actually turning out to be John Galt).

6.3.5 Section 235: Part 2, Chapter 3, Section 5

• Plot summary:

• Rearden is sitting in his office thinking about how badly he feels that his friendKenDannager has quit. Dagny’s
mention to him of Dannager’s admission of how much of a friend Rearden was to him has made him realize
how much he will miss Dannager.

• As Rearden prepares to leave the office, he discovers Francisco d'Anconia waiting outside. Francisco talks to
him about whether his actions in making metal or running his business have given him any benefits, or is he
simply being punished for his good qualities, and whether any one should continue under the circumstances.
“Mr. Rearden, if you sawAtlas, the giant who holds the world on his shoulders, if you saw that he stood, blood
running down his chest, his knees buckling, his arms trembling but still trying to hold the world aloft with
the last of his strength, and the greater his effort the heavier the world bore down upon his shoulders—what
would you tell him to do?" “I... don't know. What... could he do? what would you tell him?" “To shrug.”

• As Francisco tries to speak to Rearden about the nature of his burdens and ask him a question, an alarm sounds
as a break-out has occurred at one of the furnaces. Rearden and Francisco both run out to the furnace, and
both begin acting to stop the furnace from overflowing.

• While responding to the break-out, Rearden saves Francisco’s life as he almost slips and falls into a pool of
molten metal.

• After the crisis is over, Rearden suggests Francisco come work for him in order to appreciate the business he
has inherited. Francisco admits he wishes he could, but he can't. Rearden asks him to tell him the question
he was going to ask. Francisco admits that it’s pointless to ask the question, he already knows the answer.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Rearden’s office at the mill
• Mill floor in front of a furnace
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• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Hank Rearden
• Francisco d'Anconia
• Various mill workers

6.4 CHAPTER FOUR: The Sanction of the Victim

6.4.1 Section 241: Part 2, Chapter 4, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• Rearden’s family prepares to celebrate Thanksgiving, but are unhappy that he might end up going to jail
over the illegal sale of metal that he and Ken Dannager were indicted over, instead of cooperating with the
government.

• Rearden listens to Lillian’s condemnation of him, and realizes what she is stating represents a monstrous
system where one’s own goodwill is used for one’s very destruction.

• Lillian says they know what he is thinking, and that’s why they are cracking down on him. He says they don't,
and he’s going to tell them at his trial. Phillip criticises Rearden’s attitude, saying he thinks he’s guilty as hell
and finds it contemptible. Rearden tells him if he talks that way to him again in his house he will throw Phillip
out on the street.

• Rearden, disgusted with his family, walks out to go to New York.
• Rearden remembers how the Wet Nurse knew about his deal with Dannager, but never told anyone about it.
• Rearden goes to Dagny’s Apartment in New York, but discovers she’s at her office. Rearden goes there and
meets Eddie, who tells Rearden that his trial is something he doesn't believe in and even if it’s done in the
name of the people, he’s not one of the people that is represented. Dagny tells Rearden that if he’s sent to jail
she'll quit, without any destroyer coming to see her. Rearden does not think that will happen, and informs
Dagny that for the sixty thousand tons of steel they ordered, he is actually going to deliver eighty thousand
tons of Rearden Metal, and if anyone finds out, he will make it look like he is the only one to blame, and he
doesn't want her to ever admit she knows about it.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Rearden’s home
• Rearden’s office
• Dagny’s apartment
• Dagny’s office

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Hank Rearden
• Lillian Rearden
• Phillip Rearden
• Rearden’s Mother
• The Wet Nurse
• Eddie Willers
• Dagny Taggart
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6.4.2 Section 242: Part 2, Chapter 4, Section 2

• Plot summary:

• Hank Rearden appears for his trial for illegally selling Rearden Metal. He is asked to enter a plea in his own
defense. He admits he has no defense because he does not recognize the court’s right to try him, as he is not
before a tribunal of justice, but, in effect, a kangaroo court, and will not allow them to disguise what they are.
They can rule in whatever fashion they please, since he has no rights and no ability to defend himself, but he
will not co-operate in their actions. If they want him to go to jail, they will have to send armed men to carry
him; if they want to impose fines upon him, they will have to seize his property themselves, he will not pay
it. He has done nothing but act honorably in his business, and he will neither accept sacrifices from others
nor be sacrificed for others, or be a victim. “If it is now the belief of my fellow men, who call themselves the
public, that their good requires victims, then I say: The public good be damned, I will have no part of it!"
The audience in the courtroom cheers.

• The judges are overwhelmed by Rearden’s stand, and choose to fine him $5,000 and suspend sentence. The
audience in the courtroom laughs at them.

• Rearden tries to understand why people had allowed themselves to accept the doctrines of self-destruction
such as what the court had effectively been a part of, and that is the real sentence imposed upon him, to learn
why.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Courtroom in Philadelphia

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Hank Rearden
• Dagny Taggart
• Eddie Willers
• Mr. Mowen
• Paul Larkin
• Bertram Scudder
• Lillian Rearden
• Three judges
• Members of the courtroom audience

6.4.3 Section 243: Part 2, Chapter 4, Section 3

• Plot summary:

• Dagny admits to Rearden as a result of the decision in his trial that she will never doubt that right wins in the
end. Lillian chides Rearden over his stand in the trial.

• The Wet nurse asks Rearden a question about his speech: “What’s a moral premise?" “Something you're
going to have a lot of trouble with.” Rearden discovers that his fellow businessmen are unwilling to refuse to
be victims, or to stand up for themselves, despite the results that occurred in his own case.

• Rearden sits in his hotel room, wanting to see Francisco, then realizes he could simply go see him in his suite
in the same hotel. Rearden does so, and discovered Francisco had been listening to Rearden’s trial over the
radio. Rearden admits he does not understand why someone with the intelligence and the ability of Francisco
has chosen to live as a womanizing wastrel playboy.

• Francisco introduces Rearden to the value theory of sex, that only a neurotic man chases worthless women,
and since he isn't a neurotic, it’s another reason: to camouflage his actions for a secret purpose of his own.
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• Rearden admits that since Francisco has told him a secret, he will tell him one: Rearden has secretly ordered
copper from d'Anconia copper in order to fill the order for Taggart Transcontinental’s rail, an order that is ten
times the size of the one he was indicted for.

• Francisco is furious, reminding Rearden that he had told him never to deal with d'Anconia Copper. Francisco
reaches to use a telephone, but stops himself. Rearden realizes there is something Francisco has the power to
prevent, but it is a power he will not use. Pained, Francisco swears to Rearden that despite what he is going
to find out, he is still Rearden’s friend.

• Rearden is informed he will not be receiving the copper, because Ragnar Danneskjold has sunk the d'Anconia
ore freighters.

• Rearden later realizes he must stay away from Francisco, lest he kill him on sight.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Rearden’s Office
• Rearden’s suite at the Wayne-Falkland hotel
• Francisco’s suite at the Wayne-Falkland hotel

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Hank Rearden
• Lillian Rearden
• Various businessmen
• Francisco d'Anconia
• Dagny Taggart
• The Wet Nurse

6.5 CHAPTER FIVE: Account Overdrawn

6.5.1 Section 251: Part 2, Chapter 5, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• Various businesses are closing, affecting other business and often causing them to close in turn.
• The Atlantic Southern bridge over the Mississippi River collapses. After investigation, two other bridges are
condemned, leaving the Taggert Bridge as the only train bridge crossing the Mississippi.

• Dagny is at a Taggert Board Meeting. A Mr. Weatherby from the government is there, although his role
is unclear. Taggert Transcontinental is becoming a financial disaster. One reason of many is that there are
less goods to ship on any given line due to closed businesses, there is no longer an economy of scale. Mr.
Weatherby wants a raise in wages and a drop in rates. Dagny responds that she can't make the company
profitable any longer. The Board must close one of the lines in order to use track from one to repair another.
They decide to close the John Galt Line for political reasons as opposed to financial ones.

• Leaving, Dagny sees Francisco waiting for her. He knew what would happen and came to help her get past
it. They talk about how the world is being run these days, the injustice of it.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Taggert Transcontinental
• A diner

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:
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• Dagny Taggert
• Jim Taggert
• Clem Weatherby
• Francisco d'Anconia
• Danagger’s Cousin
• Mr. Quinn (mentioned)
• Lawrence Hammond (mentioned)
• Dwight Sanders (mentioned)
• Ragnar Danneskjöld (mentioned)
• Wesley Mouch (mentioned)
• Bertram Scudder (mentioned)
• Simon Pritchett (mentioned)
• Oren Boyle (mentioned)
• Nathaniel Taggart (mentioned)
• Buzzy Watts (mentioned)
• Chick Morrison (mentioned)
• Tinky Holloway (mentioned)
• Joe Dunphy (mentioned)
• Bud Hazelton (mentioned)
• Kip Chalmers (mentioned)
• Ellis Wyatt (mentioned)
• Andrew Stockton (mentioned)

6.5.2 Section 252: Part 2, Chapter 5, Section 2

• Plot summary:

• Dagny and Hank are in Colorado to buy any machinery that can be salvaged from closed businesses. They
leave on the last run of the John Galt line. They hear other passengers quoting various popular sayings of the
time, about their needs being important because of that need, about the greed of the industrialists.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• On a Taggert train

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dany Taggert
• Hank Reardon
• Ted Neilsen (mentioned)
• Roger Marsh (mentioned)
• Dr. Floyd Ferris (mentioned)
• Dubious Sellers
• various passengers
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6.5.3 Section 253: Part 2, Chapter 5, Section 3

• Plot summary:

Lillian meets Jim for lunch. He accuses her of double crossing him regarding Hank’s behavior at his trial for illegally
selling steel. She was supposed to control Hank. She tells him she didn't betray him, she just failed, and she doesn't yet
know why.
Lillian decides to meet Hank when his train comes in, but there is no car reserved for anyone named Hank Rearden. She
realizes that Hank must be in a car under some other name, and suspects that he is having an affair. This pleases her, as
she has been waiting for this moment. She saw that Hank was good and pure and hated him for it. She married him solely
to destroy the good in him.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• A fancy restaurant in New York City

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Lillian Rearden
• Jim Taggart
• Mr. Weatherby
• Gwen Ives
• Dagny Taggart (mentioned)
• Hank Rearden (mentioned)
• Wesley Mouch (mentioned)
• Balph Eubanks (mentioned)

6.5.4 Section 254: Part 2, Chapter 5, Section 4

• Plot summary:

• Lillian confronts Hank at Taggart Terminal. She was hoping that Hank’s mistress was a nobody, and is angry to
learn that it is Dagny because Dagny is a true threat. Hank confirms the affair but is completely unapologetic,
he tells Lillian to either divorce him or let it be. Either way, she is not to speak to him of Dagny again.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• The Taggart Terminal

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Lillian Rearden
• Hank Rearden
• Dagny Taggart

See Also: Structure, Part 1: Chapters 1-5, Part 1: Chapters 6-10, Part 2: Chapters 1-5, Part 2: Chapters 6-10, Part 3:
Chapters 1-5, Part 3: Chapters 6-10
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Chapter 7

Atlas Shrugged/Synopsis/Section 2A

See Also: Structure, Part 1: Chapters 1-5, Part 1: Chapters 6-10, Part 2: Chapters 1-5, Part 2: Chapters 6-10, Part 3:
Chapters 1-5, Part 3: Chapters 6-10
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Chapter 8

Atlas Shrugged, Part 2, Chapters 6-10

8.1 CHAPTER SIX: Miracle Metal

8.1.1 Section 261: Part 2, Chapter 6, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• The Washington gang discuss their problems with revenue & jobs. They decide it is time to move forward
with Directive 10-289, which dictates that:

1. Workers can't quit

2. Businesses can't close for any reason

3. Patents and copyrights are to be signed over to the government

4. No new inventions are to be allowed

5. Businesses will produce the same output as the last year, no more, no less

6. Every private citizen will spend the same per year as they did the year before.

7. Wages, profits, dividends are frozen as is

8. A new Unification Board will be the judge of all disputes

• • Fred Kinnan who represents labor insists that the Unification Board be all labor men, and through threats of
causing trouble with the workers he gets his way.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Entry

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Mr. Thompson
• Wesley Mouch
• James Taggart
• Orren Boyle
• Dr. Floyd Ferris
• Mr. Weatherby
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• Fred Kinnan
• Eugene Lawson
• Others

8.1.2 Section 262: Part 2, Chapter 6, Section 2

• Plot summary:

• Dagny wakes in her office around 9:30am, having worked into the early hours. She learns of Directive 10-
289 via a call from Francisco and resigns. She tells Eddie that she'll be at the Taggert cabin in Woodstock,
although he is not to tell anyone else.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Dagny’s office at Taggert Transcontinental

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggert
• Eddie Willers
• Francisco d'Anconia (via phone)

8.1.3 Section 263: Part 2, Chapter 6, Section 3

• Plot summary:

• Workers are quitting at Reardon Steel at a slow but steady pace, just disappearing. Dr. Ferris visits Hank
without an appointment but Hank sees him. He wants Hank to sign a Gift Certificate giving away his rights
to Reardon Steel. He blackmails Hank by threatening to expose Dagny as his mistress, to ruin her reputation.
Hank signs.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Hank’s office at Reardon Steel

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Hank Reardon
• Gwen Ives
• Dr. Ferris

8.2 CHAPTER SEVEN: The Moratorium on Brains

8.2.1 Section 271: Part 2, Chapter 7, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• Eddie Willers is in the cafeteria at Taggert Terminal talking to “the anonymous worker”, telling him just
about everything. He talks about Dagny quitting and even includes where she is (the Taggert cabin outside
Woodstock). He also tells him about the orders to take the extra diesel engine from the mouth of the Taggert
Tunnel for Chick Morrison’s publicity tour.

• He tells how Hank Reardon signed over his metal to the government, how Orren Boyle was going to start
making it until his mill was blown up by Ragnar.
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• The anonymous worker mentions that he will be gone on vacation for a month.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• The cafeteria at Taggert Transcontinental

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Eddie Willers
• The Mysterious Worker

8.2.2 Section 272: Part 2, Chapter 7, Section 2

• Plot summary:

• Hank Reardon is walking home in the dark from his mills to his apartment in Philidelphia. Ragnar steps out
from some bushes to give Hank a bar of gold. He explains that the gold is repayment for money taken from
him by force.

• Ragnar says he wants to kill off the idea of Robin Hood, that he himself is the opposite of Robin Hood.
Ragnar takes from the (thieving) poor and gives to the (productive) rich.

• He explains that he never attacks private ships. Nor does he attack military vessels because the military is
a proper function of government. He attacks looter’s ships filled with goods that were taken by force from
productive men, or relief ships.

• He explains that he sells the goods for gold, either to some American friends or to black marketeers in the
People’s States of Europe (who he considers forced into crime by their laws).

• A cop car comes by, looking for Ragnar, the policemen recognize Hank. Instead of turning Ragnar in Hank
protects him, telling the police that Ragnar is his bodyguard.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• The road between Reardon Mills and Hank Reardon’s apartment

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Hank Reardon
• Ragnar Danneskjold
• A couple cops

8.2.3 Section 273: Part 2, Chapter 7, Section 3

• Plot summary:

• A Taggert train loses its diesel engine just short of the Taggert Tunnel in Colorado. Kip Chalmers is on board
and demands that a replacement engine be found.

• The spare diesel engine kept by the tunnel for exactly this situation has been ordered elsewhere by the gov-
ernment. The story leads us through the various Taggert personnel who don't want to make a decision. The
only engine available is a coal burner. This is very risky because of the fumes and the length of the tunnel.
But Kip Chalmers orders it so that he can make it to a big rally. Finally an engineer with a record of safety
lapses who is also drunk agrees to drive it.

• The men swapping the engines and switching the tracks know that they are creating a dangerous situation but
do nothing to stop the train.

• We are told about some of the people on the train, and why they are worthless. Lastly, the train goes into the
tunnel and we know they are going to die.
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• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• A Taggert Train

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Kip Chalmers
• Various railroad workers
• Various passengers

8.3 CHAPTER EIGHT: By Our Love

8.3.1 Section 281: Part 2, Chapter 8, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• Having quit her job, Dagny is staying at a cabin on a self imposed vacation, but she is having a hard time
enjoying herself, she feels the urge to work. Francisco visits, telling her that he is destroying d'Anconia
Copper to avoid giving it to the looters.

• On the radio, Dagny hears of the Taggert Tunnel disaster, she immediately leaves for New York to deal with
it.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• The Taggert Cabin

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggert
• Francisco d'Anconia

8.3.2 Section 282: Part 2, Chapter 8, Section 2

• Plot summary:

• At Taggert Transcontinental, Jim is contemplating his resignation over the tunnel disaster. He yells at Eddie
to tell him where Dagny is, which Eddie refuses to do. Dagny shows up, and starts planning how to deal with
the disaster. Wesley Mouch calls from Washington full of promises. Dagny calls Hank to let him know she
is back. He tells her about the “Gift Certificate”, signing over Reardon Metal to the government.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Taggert Transcontinental

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Jim Taggert
• Eddie Willers
• Dagny Taggert
• Hank Reardon(via phone)
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8.4 CHAPTER NINE: The Face Without Pain or Fear or Guilt

8.4.1 Section 291: Part 2, Chapter 9, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• Dagny wakes in her apartment, feels for the first time that her work is pointless. Francisco visits, essentially
admits that he is with “the destroyer”. Hank shows up and is angry that Francisco is there and slaps him.
Francisco leaves without fighting back. Dagny gets letter from Quentin Daniels that he will no longer work
for her on the motor. He will keep working, but plans to keep any discoveries he might make to himself.
Dagny arranges to take the Taggert Comet to see Daniels to convince him to continue.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Dagny Taggert’s apartment

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggert
• Francisco d'Anconia
• Hank Reardon

8.4.2 Section 292: Part 2, Chapter 9, Section 2

• Plot summary:

• Eddie Willers is at Dagny’s apartment getting instructions while she packs. He sees a man’s robe with the
initials H.R. and realizes that she is having an affair with Hank. He feels jealous and realizes that he loves
her.

• Later he goes to the company cafeteria and meets the anonymous worker. Eddie tells him about Quentin, and
about Hank. The worker excuses himself.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Dagny Taggert’s apartment
• The cafeteria at Taggert Terminal

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Eddie Willers
• Dagny Taggert
• The Anonymous Worker

8.5 CHAPTER TEN: The Sign of the Dollar

8.5.1 Section 2A1: Part 2, Chapter 10, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• Dagny is on the Comet train heading out West. She meets a “bum” hiding in the vestibule of her car who used
to be a skilled lathe operator. He once worked at the 20th Century Motor Company. He described the “new
plan” put into place 12 years ago by the children of the company founder after his death. It was based on
the idea of “to each according to his need, from each according to his ability”. He was there at the company
meeting when John Galt said, “I will stop the motor of the world”. As their company started to fail, the bum
and his coworkers started the phrase “Who is John Galt” to express hopelessness.
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• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• A Taggert train

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggert
• Owen Kellogg

8.5.2 Section 2A2: Part 2, Chapter 10, Section 2

• Plot summary:

• Dagny wakes to find that the train has stopped. She find that Owen Kellog is on the train. They walk up the
tracks to find an emergency phone and she arranges for a new crew. She walks to a small nearby airport and
buys a plane. She flies to Afton to see Quentin Daniels, to convince him to continue working on the motor for
her. When she lands, the airport staff member tells her that Quentin Daniels just left in the plane that took
off as she landed. She follows that plane, back to Colorado. She encounters a strange phenomenom that stalls
her engine, and she goes down in a crash landing.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• A Taggert train
• An airport

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggert
• Owen Kellogg

See Also: Structure, Part 1: Chapters 1-5, Part 1: Chapters 6-10, Part 2: Chapters 1-5, Part 2: Chapters 6-10, Part 3:
Chapters 1-5, Part 3: Chapters 6-10
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Chapter 9

Atlas Shrugged/Synopsis/Section 3

See Also: Structure, Part 1: Chapters 1-5, Part 1: Chapters 6-10, Part 2: Chapters 1-5, Part 2: Chapters 6-10, Part 3:
Chapters 1-5, Part 3: Chapters 6-10
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Chapter 10

Atlas Shrugged, Part 3, Chapters 1-5

10.1 CHAPTER ONE: Atlantis

10.1.1 Section 311: Part 3, Chapter 1, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• Dagny is unconscious from crashing her plane in the Colorado Valley. When she wakes up, she is shocked to
discover John Galt beside her. She soon finds out that the industrialists who have disappeared now live and work in
the Colorado Valley. Some of these industrialists include: Midas Mulligan, Ellis Wyatt and Richard Halley. Galt
talks to Dagny and shows her around this new place, while showing her around this place he takes her to where the
motor is kept in which everyone is looking for.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• The Colorado Valley
• Dr. Akston’s home

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggart
• John Galt
• Hugh Akston
• Midas Mulligan
• Dr. Hendricks
• Quentin Daniels
• Dwight Sanders
• Dick McNamara
• Ellis Wyatt
• Ted Nielsen (mentioned as lumberjack)
• Roger Marsh (mentioned as cabbage tycoon)
• Andrew Stockton
• Ken Danagger
• Richard Halley (mentioned)
• Judge Narragansett
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• Mysteries:

• “I swear by my life, and my love of it, that I will never live for the sake of another man, nor ask another man
to live for mine.” John Galt tells Dagny that quote is a secret and he doesn’t mind telling it to her because he
knows that she “won’t pronounce those words until you [Dagny] mean them the way I intended them to be
meant.” How did he intend for it to be meant?

10.1.2 Section 312: Part 3, Chapter 1, Section 2

• Plot summary:

• Dagny goes to dinner at Midas Mulligans house where Galt and the others explain to her that they are all on strike

. At the end of dinner, Dagny goes home with John Galt and spends the night at his house in “a room he never intended
her to occupy”.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• The Colorado Valley
• Midas Mulligan’s home
• John Galt’s home

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggart
• John Galt
• Midas Mulligan
• Ellis Wyatt
• Ken Danagger
• Hugh Akston
• Dr. Hendricks
• Quentin Daniels
• Richard Halley
• Judge Narragansett

• Mysteries:

• Is John Galt a labor worker for Taggart Transcontinental?
• Why does John Galt say to Dagny, “This is the room I never intended you to occupy”. but then let her sleep
there?

10.2 CHAPTER TWO: The Utopia of Greed

10.2.1 Section 321: Part 3, Chapter 2, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• Dagny has breakfast with JohnGalt and Ragnar Danneskjold. She learns that Danneskjold is married to Kay Ludlow
and that they were married four years ago by Judge Narragansett. She also talks with John Galt about how long she
plans to stay in the Colorado Valley and John tells her he has already decided she will stay for one month.
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• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggart
• John Galt
• Ragnar Danneskjold
• Kay Ludlow (mentioned)

10.2.2 Section 322: Part 3, Chapter 2, Section 2

• Plot summary:

• Owen Kellogg tells Dagny that everyone in the “outside world” thought she was dead. Dagny also thought about
Hank Rearden a few times, but those thoughts and feelings went away every time she saw John Galts face. Francisco
tells Dagny how much he loves her and will always love her.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggart
• John Galt
• Owen Kellogg
• Francisco d’Anconia

• Mysteries:

• Why do Dagny’s feelings about Hank Rearden go away as soon as she sees John Galt?

10.2.3 Section 323: Part 3, Chapter 2, Section 3

• Plot summary:

• Francisco talks to Dagny about the “rebirth of d’Anconia Copper”. He tells her that to start this “rebirth” he needs
to start out again here in he Colorado Valley, so he bought land from Midas to start. Dagny realizes that she is in
love with John Galt and that he has everything she is looking for.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Francisco d’Anconia
• Dagny Taggart
• John Galt

10.2.4 Section 324: Part 3, Chapter 2, Section 4

• Plot summary:

• Dagny speaks with various residents of Galt’s Gulch: Richard Halley and Kay Ludlow explain their opinions
on art, music, and stage performance. An unnamed mother describes raising her two sons as a “profession”.
Dr. Akston reminisces about teaching the young John, Francisco, and Ragnar at university.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Richard Halley
• Dagny Taggart
• Kay Ludlow
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• The Wife and children of Dick McNamara
• Hugh Akston
• John Galt
• Francisco d’Anconia
• Ragnar Danneskjold

10.2.5 Section 325: Part 3, Chapter 2, Section 5

• Plot summary:

• Francisco takes Dagny and John Galt to see the first d’Anconia mine of Galt’s Gulch. Later, a small private
plane is seen flying search patterns over the Gulch, though the community remains hidden by the giant holo-
graphic ray screen. The plane eventually moves on. Dagny anxiously presumes the pilot is Hank Rearden,
searching for the wreckage of her own missing aircraft.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggart
• Francisco d’Anconia
• John Galt
• Hank Rearden
• Minor appearances:

• Lawrence Hammond
• Dwight Sanders

10.2.6 Section 326: Part 3, Chapter 2, Section 6

• Plot summary:

• Dagny decides to return to the “outside world” to save her railroad. Galt announces he will follow, though
remain hidden, watching and waiting for Dagny’s decision to return. Mulligan, Akston, and Francisco voice
disagreement with Galt’s decision to leave, citing the dangers of the collapsing society outside, but they also
voice respect for his choice.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggart
• John Galt
• Midas Mulligan
• Hugh Akston
• Francisco d’Anconia

10.2.7 Section 327: Part 3, Chapter 2, Section 7

• Plot summary:

• Galt flies Dagny, blindfolded, back to the “outside world”.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggart
• John Galt
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10.3 CHAPTER THREE: Anti-Greed

10.3.1 Section 331: Part 3, Chapter 3, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• Dr. Stadler is ordered to Iowa by Dr. Ferris. There he witnesses a demonstration of the new weapon, “Project
X”. It is based on sound waves and has a range of 100 miles, using principles discovered by Dr. Stadler.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• At Project X, in Iowa, about 50 miles west of the Mississippi River.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dr. Stadler
• Mr. Thompson
• Dr. Ferris
• Wesley Mouch
• Dr. Simon Pritchett

10.3.2 Section 332: Part 3, Chapter 3, Section 2

• Plot summary:

• Dagny, having left Galt’s Gulch, returns to New York City. She speaks to Hank.
• She returns to her office, where she meets Cuffy Miegs, the Unification Director and learns of the Railroad
Unification Plan.

• They want her to appear on the radio show of Bertrum Scudder, to say that she endorses the actions of the
government, their directives. She refuses.

• Dagny is visited by Lillian Reardon, who tells Dagny that she knows about her affair with Hank, and blackmails
Dagny into appearing on the radio show. She also tells Dagny that Hank signed over Reardon Metal for the
same reason, to keep the affair quiet, and that is was she, Lillian, who told authorities about the affair. Lillian
takes pleasure in the thought that she took Reardon Metal away from Hank.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• The streets of New York City
• Taggert Terminal, Dagny’s office.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggert
• Jim Taggert
• Eddie Willers
• Cuffy Meigs
• Lillian Reardon
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10.3.3 Section 333: Part 3, Chapter 3, Section 3

• Plot summary:

• Dagny makes her appearance on the Bertrum Scudder radio show. She short circuits the blackmail by an-
nouncing her affair with Hank on the air. Then she tells the listeners that Hank only signed the Gift Certificate
due to the blackmail, and that Directive 10-289 is horrible.

• Chaos breaks out and Dagny leaves the radio station, returning to her apartment. There she finds Hank, who
tells her he loves her. She tells him she doesn't love him anymore, that she love someone else, John Galt, “the
destroyer”. Hank says that he already knows, because on the radio she spoke of him only in the past tense.
He says he is ok with it. She also tells Hank that John invented the motor.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Radio station
• Dagny’s apartment

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggert
• Bertram Scudder
• Jim Taggert
• Lillian Reardon
• Chick Morrison
• Hank Reardon

10.4 CHAPTER FOUR: Anti-Life

10.4.1 Section 341: Part 3, Chapter 4, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• A long conversation between Jim Taggert and his wife Cheryl. She married Jim because she admired Taggert
Transcontinental and thought he was the brilliant mind running it, thought he was a great man. A year after
the marriage, she now understands that Dagny runs Taggert and that Jim is a looter.

• Jim tells her about the upcoming deal wherein on Sept 2nd, Chile will nationalize d'Anconia Copper. Chile
will appoint a new company “Interneighborly Amity and Development Corporation” to run all the industrial
properties of South America. Jim and his buddies are going to sell their shares of d'Anconia Copper and
invest in “Interneighborly Amity and Development Corporation”, thereby become very much richer.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Jim and Cheryl Taggert’s apartment

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Jim Taggert
• Cheryl Taggert
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10.4.2 Section 342: Part 3, Chapter 4, Section 2

• Plot summary:

• Cheryl visits Dagny and apologizes for insulting Dagny at her wedding and Jim’s wedding. They part on good
terms.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Dagny Taggert’s apartment

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggert
• Cheryl Taggert

10.4.3 Section 343: Part 3, Chapter 4, Section 3

• Plot summary:

• Lillian Reardon visits Jim Taggert. She spends some time complaining about Hank. Jim mentions the im-
pending September 2nd nationalization. Jim and Lillian go to bed together.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Jim and Cheryl Taggert’s apartment

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Jim Taggert
• Lillian Reardon

10.4.4 Section 344: Part 3, Chapter 4, Section 4

• Plot summary:

• Cheryl comes home, hears the noise of Jim and Lillian from behind the closed door. She and Jim fight, she
leaves. She commits suicide, jumping off a bridge.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Jim and Cheryl Taggert’s apartment
• The streets of New York

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Cheryl Taggert
• Jim Taggert
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10.5 CHAPTER FIVE: Their Brothers’ Keepers

10.5.1 Section 351: Part 3, Chapter 5, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• Dagny is aware that all of the Taggert supplies are being stolen, by men who only recently started working
for Taggert. Also, her trains are being re-routed without her control. Government men have authority to
commandeer trains and they take bribes to send trains on special runs.

• In Jim’s office, he complains that she is supposed to keep the company running regardless of the looting. She
says she can't, and won't.

• The Argentinian government tries to nationalize d'Anconia Mines, but at the time of the announcement, all
the mines and all d'Anconia facilities worldwide (ports, warehouses, ships, etc.) blow up.

• Dagny meets Hank at a restaurant. Once there she mentions her problems with the trains being diverted. He
mentioned that his mill is running at full capacity. Other restaurant goers are complaining about the copper
shortage. Through a window, she sees the big city calendar change days at midnight, only to show a message
from Francisco, “You asked for it”. Hank laughs to see it.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Taggert Terminal
• A restaurant in New York City

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggert
• Jim Taggert
• Hank Reardon

10.5.2 Section 352: Part 3, Chapter 5, Section 2

• Plot summary:

• The copper mines in Montana themselves need copper wire to repair machinery so that at least some copper
can be produced. Dagny sends them half of what she has in Minnesota.

• Reardon’s brother Philip comes to ask for a job, although really he was told go be a spy at the mills for the
Washington gang.

• The Wet Nurse asks Reardon for a job, wants to quit his government post. He mentions that he has a degree
in metallurgy, but that it isn't worth anything. Reardon explains that the government won't let him go, that he
has to stay at his present job.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Taggert Terminal
• Reardon mills

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggert
• Jim Taggert
• Eddie Willers
• Hank Reardon
• Philip Reardon
• The Wet Nurse

https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Places_in_Atlas_Shrugged
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Characters_in_Atlas_Shrugged
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Places_in_Atlas_Shrugged
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Characters_in_Atlas_Shrugged


10.5. CHAPTER FIVE: THEIR BROTHERS’ KEEPERS 69

10.5.3 Section 353: Part 3, Chapter 5, Section 3

• Plot summary:

• People are becoming desperate for various supplies and are begging Dagny to find these supplies for them. A
soy bean project in Louisiana advocated by Ma Chalmers the socialist is brought up.

• Cuffy Meigs is mentioned as a looter and a racketeer.
• Wheat production is concentrated in Minnesota. However much of the wheat harvest in Minnesota winds up
left to rot. Almost half of the trains had been diverted to the new harvest of soy beans. But the soy beans
had been reaped too early and were unfit to eat. The desperate story of trying to find as many train cars
for Minnesota is described, as well as the efforts of farmers to transport their harvest to the grain elevators
in other ways. The road network is in disrepair as are the farmers’ cars and trucks, so few make it. Other
farmers riot, burning government builders and even their own farms.

• Whatever crop there may be next year will be much smaller with so many farmers dead and so many farms
destroyed.

• And as for this year, large portions of the nation’s population will be starving to death by Spring.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Minnesota: at the local Taggert terminal, grain elevators, farms, and roads.
• Taggert Transcontinental

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Various farmers and Taggert employees

10.5.4 Section 354: Part 3, Chapter 5, Section 4

• Plot summary:

• Jim asks Dagny to attend a dinner with the Washington gang. They are deciding whether to shut down
Taggert’s Minnesota line, deciding between Minnesota and the western part of the country.

• Dagny tells them they must shut down Taggert’s lines to the west. She says to let agriculture go back to
manual labor but that they must save the Eastern seaboard and its industry. She says that if the industrial base
is destroyed, it will take centuries to rebuild it.

• Cuffy Meigs pushes to keep trains running to the west, because there is still plenty to loot there. He says
Minnesota is milked dry so they should abandon Minnesota.

• The signaling system at Taggert Terminal breaks down. Dagny leaves the dinner to attend to it. She arranges
the loan of a repair person from her competitor, but in the meantime organizes a large number of men with
lanterns into a manual signaling system. One of these men is John Galt. She talks to him for a while, then he
leaves to go be a human lamppost.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• A restaurant at the Wayne-Falklands Hotel
• Taggert Terminal

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggert
• Jim Taggert
• Wesley Mouch
• Dr. Ferris
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• Cuffy Meigs
• John Galt

See Also: Structure, Part 1: Chapters 1-5, Part 1: Chapters 6-10, Part 2: Chapters 1-5, Part 2: Chapters 6-10, Part 3:
Chapters 1-5, Part 3: Chapters 6-10
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Chapter 11

Atlas Shrugged/Synopsis/Section 3A

See Also: Structure, Part 1: Chapters 1-5, Part 1: Chapters 6-10, Part 2: Chapters 1-5, Part 2: Chapters 6-10, Part 3:
Chapters 1-5, Part 3: Chapters 6-10
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Chapter 12

Atlas Shrugged, Part 3, Chapters 6-10

12.1 CHAPTER SIX: The Concerto of Deliverance

12.1.1 Section 361: Part 3, Chapter 6, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• Hank finds out that the SteelWorkers Union went to the Unificiation Board to demand a raise, and was denied.
The mood in the mill becomes tense and there are some minor altercations. Hank finds it odd that he has had
no part in any of this.

• Hank is informed that there was a hearing about a tax issue, that he was found guilty, and that all his assets are
frozen. He decides to do nothing. Then he is informed that it was all a mistake and will be rectified, although
it will take a little time. He is asked to go to New York the evening of Nov 4th, which he agrees to. He knows
there is a trap in all that has been happening, but does not yet see it.

• His mother calls and asks to see him, insists that he come before going to New York. When he gets there, he
finds that his mother has had Lillian living there as well. They beg him for money, he says he doesn't presently
have any. He realizes that they hate him and want to destroy him. They let slip that they are worried that he
will drop out. He realizes that Lillian only married him in order to try and break him, to corrupt him. They
all want him to take care of them and try to use guilt and scorn to motivate him. But he realizes that they
have just been using him, and tells them that he no longer cares about any of them, or what happens to them,
and leaves.

• In New York, he sees the Washington gang, who try to flatter him. They reveal their intentions for a Steel
Unification Plan. Basically, they want him to hand over his profits to Orren Boyle, to run his mill at a loss and
to put the last of his wealth into the mill. They want what he has left, and do not think beyond the present to
the time when Hank will be broke. They just assume that Hank will figure something out, that he will save
them all. Hank leaves.

• On the way home, he comes to the mill. He finds a staged riot in progress. It was supposed to happen while
he was still in New York, except that Hank left earlier than planned. The Washington gang wanted it to look
like his workers were very unhappy and mistreated. But his workers defended the mill in an armed battle.
One of Hank’s furnace supervisors saw what was coming, got the workers ready and directed the battle. The
Wet Nurse was part of the gang’s plan but wouldn't go along so they shot him. As Hank tried to enter the
mill via a back way, he finds The Wet Nurse, who has finally figured things out just as he is dying in Hank’s
arms. Hank enters the mill and is attacked by some stray thugs but is saved. It was the furnace supervisor
who saved Hank, and who turns out to be Francisco. Hank is finally ready to hear what Francisco has to say.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Hank Reardon’s apartment, in Philedelphia
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• Hank Reardon’s house (where his mother and brother live)
• The Wayne-Falkland Hotel in New York
• Reardon Mills

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Hank Reardon
• Hank Reardon’s mother
• Philip Reardon, Hank’s brother
• Lillian Reardon
• Mr. Thompson
• Dr. Ferris
• Tinky Holloway
• Jim Taggart
• Claude Slagonhop
• The Wet Nurse
• The mill supervisor
• Francisco d'Anconio

12.1.2 Section 362: Part 3, Chapter 6, Section 2

• Plot summary:

• Entry

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Entry

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Entry

12.2 CHAPTER SEVEN: “This is John Galt Speaking”

12.2.1 Section 371: Part 3, Chapter 7, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• In a panic, Jim wakes Dagny at her apartment to tell her that Hank is gone, as are the top people at his mill.
And the news is out. Dagny notes that people notice his absencemore than they ever noticed his achievements.
Businesses that rely on steel in turn start going out of business. Some of those people commit suicide.

• Dagny gets a note from Hank, he has met John Galt, is aware that Dagny now loves John, and is ok with it.
• She knows Galt works at Taggart Terminal but resists seeking him out.
• Through railroad reports, Dagny is aware of escalating lawlessness around the country, new not mentioned in
the papers.

• The radio announces an important speech by Mr. Thompson to be on Nov 22, in a week.The speech is widely
publicized.
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• Jim asks Dagny to come see Thompson at the studio, but promises he isn't trying to get her to participate and
endorse the speech. At the studio, every main character is there. Jim had lied to her, they wanted her to join
the discussion all along. But she refuses.

• The head technician tells them they can't broadcast, some strange transmission is blocking and overpowering
theirs, country side. At 8pm, instead of Thompson, John Galt speaks. The remainder of the section is his
speech:

- - - -

• • “I have deprived you of victims, and thus destroyed your world.” I will tell you why you are perishing, you
who dread knowledge.

• You sacrificed justice to mercy, independence to unity, reason to faith, wealth to need, self esteem to self
denial, happiness to duty.

• I have withdrawn those who live by the mind. I have stopped your motor, deprived your world of man’s mind.
• We don't owe you, your need is no claim on us. We, the men of the mind, are on strike. On strike against self
immolation, that life is guilt. You said we were evil, so we left. The battle has been whether your life belongs
to god or to your neighbor. No one has told you that your life belongs to you.

• Man’s mind is his basic tool of survival. Plants and animals can't decide, they just live by instinct.
• Man has the power to act as his own destroyer, which is how he has acted through most of history.
• Your own life must be your motive and goal, otherwise you are an agent of death.
• Man’s life is not the life of a mindless brute but of a thinking being. Not survival at any price since there is
only one price that pars for man’s survival: reason.

• A doctrine that gives you as an ideal, the role of sacrificial anima seeking slaughter on the alter of others is
giving you death as a standard.

• Since life requires a specific course of action, any other course will destroy it.
• The purpose of morality is to teach you not to suffer and die, but to enjoy yourself and live.
• Sweep aside those who preach that the highest virtue man can practice is to hold his own life as no value.
• If you choose not to think, you default on existence and pass along the deficit to some moral man expecting
him to sacrifice his good for the sake of letting you survive by your evil.

• When a man declares “Who am I to know” he is declaring “Who am I to live”.
• You who prattle that morality is social and that man would need no morality on a desert island - it is on a
desert island that he would need it most. Let him there try to claim that a rock is a house, that sand is clothing,
that food will leap into his mouth.

• Some paragraphs about
• Rationality
• Independence
• Integrity
• Justice
• Productiveness
• Pride

• The symbol of all relationships among such men, the moral symbol of respect for human beings, is THE
TRADER.

• No man may INITIATE the use of physical force against others.
• I have no benefits to seek from human vices: from stupidity, dishonesty, or fear.
• Original Sin is supposed to be when man at of the fruit of the tree of knowledge.
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• I am speaking to man the victim, not man the killer, the word that has destroyed you is sacrifice, the rejection
of the good for the sake of the evil.

• They wish you to sacrifice materially but they also wish you to sacrifice your values.
• The mystics of spirit, the mystics of muscle
• A is A, the identity principle.
• They say, I want it, therefore it is.
• The law of identity does not permit you to have your cake and eat it too. The corrallary to causeless in matter
is the unearned in spirit.

• Who pays for the orgy? Who causes the causeless? Who are the victims condemned to remain unacknowl-
edged?

• WE are, we, the men of the mind.
• They proclaim that the only requirement for running a factory is the ability to turn the cranks of the machines,
and blank out the question of who created the factory.

• They are taking you back to darker ages than any your history has known. The goal is not the era of pre-
science, but the era of pre-language.

• Let the cannibal that snarls that the freedom of man’s mind was needed to CREATE an industrial civilization,
but is not needed to maintain it, be given an arrowhead and bearsking, not a university chair of economics.

• To a savage, the world is not the unknown, but the unknowable.
• He can count on nothing, he can only wish.
• They proclaim that every man born is entitled to exist without labor and is entitled to receive his minimum
sustenance with no effort on his part, as his due & birthright.

• Every man, they announce, owns an equal share of the technological benefits created in the world.
• Your gangs of mystics, of spirit and muscle, are fighting for power to rule you, you who have agreed to have
no mind.

• Society - all of it is the same performance for the same & only purpose: to reduce you to the kind of pulp
that has surrendered the validity of your consciousness. But it cannot be done without your consent. If you
permit it to be done, you deserve it.

• A mystic, afraid to think, is left at the mercy of unidentified feelings. He struggles to hide from himself that
the nature of his feelings is terror. His lust is to command, not to convince.

• The forces let loose in your world today do not want to own your fortune, they want you to lose it. They do
not want to succeed, they want you to fail. They keep running, trying not to learn that the object of his hatred
is himself.

• Theirs is a conspiracy against the mind, against life and man.
• It is a conspiracy of those who seek, not to live, but to GET AWAY with living. The professor who, unable
to think, cripples the minds of his students. The businessman who, to protect his stagnation, takes pleasure
in chaining the ability of his competitors. The eunuch who takes pleasure in the castration of all pleasure.

• We are no longer there to save you from the effects of your chosen belief.
• You have been living on borrowed time - and I am the man who has called in the loan.
• Twelve years ago when I worked in your world, I discovered a source of energy available since the birth of the
globe, but which men had not known how to use. I created a motor that would have made a fortune for me
and those who hired me. Then one night at a factory meeting, I heard three parasites assert that my brain and
my life were their property. That my right to exist was dependant upon satisfying their desires. I had no right
to live by reason of my competency, their right to live was unconditional, by reason of their incompetence.

• Then I saw what was wrong with the world, and that the only weapon of evil was the willingness of good to
serve it.

• I quit that factory and your world. I made it my job to warn your victims and to give them the method and
the weapon to fight you.
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• Ask yourself how much you have invented and how much you make of others inventions.
• When you clamor for public ownership of the means of production, you are clamoring for public ownership
of the mind.

• Did you want to know who is John Galt? I am the first man of ability who refuses to regard it as guilt.
• I have done by plan and intention what has been done throughout history by silent default, gone on strike.
• The Dark Ages were an era of intelligence on strike.
• The road of human history was a string of blank-outs with only a few brief bursts of sunlight when the released
energy of themen of the mind performed the wonders you gaped at, admired, and then promptly extinguished.

• I have foreshortened the usual course of history and have let you discover the nature of the payments you had
hoped to switch to the shoulders of others. Do not pretend that a malevolent reality defeated you - you were
defeated by your own evasions.

• But to those of you who still retain a love of your life I offer a chance to make a choice - be “moral” or live.
• pg 965 - mentions he has spoken for two hours.
• But the price is to start from scratch, reversing a costly historical error, to declare, “I am, therefore I'll think.”
• The three of us, Francisco, Ragnar, and myself started this and I am completing it. We resolved to avenge
this country that was built on MY morality, but you failed to live up to it.

• We will not return until the road is clear to rebuild this country, until the wreckage of the morality of sacrifice
has been wiped out of our way.

• The source of man’s right is the law of identity.
• No right can exist without the right to translate one’s rights into reality, which means, the right of property.
• The only proper functions of government are the police, the army, and the courts.
• Look past the moment, you who fear to compete with men of superior intelligence. When you live in a society
where men are free to trade the value of your work is determined not only by your effort but by the effort of
the best productive minds around you.

• When you work in a modern factory you are paid not only for your labor, but for all the productive genius
which has made that factory possible (industrialist, investor, inventor, engineer, scientist).

• It is the value of his time that the strong of intellect transfers to the weak.
• Material products can't be shared, it is only the value of an idea that can be shared with unlimited numbers
of men, making all sharers richer at no one’s sacrifice or loss, raising the productive capacity of labor.

• In proportion to mental energy spent, the inventor receives a small percentage of the value he created no
matter what his material payment. But a janitor receives an enormous payment in proportion to his mental
effort.

• We dragged you out of your hovels but you called our palaces and yachts unfair.
• We asked to deal with your minds, you chose to deal using your gun. Our answer was “May you be damned”.
• Some of you might please ignorance. But the guiltiest among you are those who had the CAPACITY to know.
The intellects who create weapons are the unforgivable (Dr. Stadler).

• To those who love life and the mind, I urge you to go on strike as I did.
• If you have to stay among them, keep your inventions to yourself, as a captive should. If you have a chance
to vanish into a wilderness beyond their reach, do so. We will return after the collapse, of the morality of
sacrifice. Our city will act as a rallying point for such hidden refuges as you create.

• The dollar sign will be our symbol.
• In the name of the best within us....
• My last words are to those heroes who still are held prisoner by their virtues and desperate courage. They
hold you by your innocence, which gives them the benefit of the doubt (Dagny)

• You can win this new world, by a total break with the old. His oath is “I swear - by my life and my love of it
- that I will never live for the sake of another man, nor ask another man to live for mine”
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• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Dagny Taggart’s apartment
• The broadcasting studio in New York City

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• James Taggart
• John Galt (via radio)
• Mr Thompson
• Most all of the group from Washington

12.3 CHAPTER EIGHT: The Egoist

12.3.1 Section 381: Part 3, Chapter 8, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• The Washington group talk about Galt’s speech, flustered. Fred Kinnon finally brings up the food crisis, but
the group has no solution. Dagny tells them that they have no answers but John Galt does, so they should step
aside and let John Galt take charge.

• Thompson realizes she is right but rather than give up power he thinks to himself that he can coopt Galt.
Dagny leaves with Eddie Willers. Thompson resolves to find Galt and make him solve the problem. They set
a tail on Dagny so she'll lead them to him.

• Alone now, Eddie tells Dagny that he realized that he’s known John Galt for years as a common track worker
at the Taggart Company. Dagny tells him that if he doesn't want Galt destroyed that he is to forget ever
knowing him, never to tell anyone.

• All around the country, the “better men” are now starting to “drop out” as a result of the impending food
crisis and John Galt’s speech. They are heading off into isolated & unpopulated areas of the country.

• Nobody qualified can be found to fill meaningful, important positions. People turn down raises and promotions
rather than take a position of responsiblity. The country starts to fall apart. Inflation takes hold.

• Thompson goes on the radio to send a message to John Galt that they will negotiate, that they will do whatever
he says.

• With Hank having dropped out, Reardon Steel is taken over by the government, but the mill is closed after
several months of mismanagement culminating in a fire.

• Feb 3 is the last date mentioned in this decline (in a passage about a pilot who sees no flame from Reardon
Steel).

• Thompson tells Dagny to contact Galt and to tell him that Thompson wants to negotiate. He also says that
Ferris and others are trying to find Galt in order to kill him, and perhaps have already killed him. He frightens
her into contacting Galt.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Wayne-Falkland Hotel

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Mr. Thompson
• Dr. Ferris
• Wesley Mouch
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• Jim Taggart
• Fred Kinnan
• Dagny Taggart
• Eddie Willers
• Tinky Holloway
• Chick Morrison
• Eugene Lawson
• Ma Chalmers
• Dr. Simon Pritchett
• Mr Mowen

12.3.2 Section 382: Part 3, Chapter 8, Section 2

• Plot summary:

• Dagny doesn't have a way to contact John Galt, but thinks she can find him. While working at the Taggart
company, he had given a home address. She goes there and finds that he is in fact there. They spend a little
time together. He shows her his laboratory hidden in the apartment, including the static electricity motor.

• He warns her that she has been followed and that they are coming to take him. He urges her that when they
come she should act as though she was tracking him down to turn him in, that she is on their side. They come,
and she does. They force their way into his laboratory, but he has booby-trapped it and everything inside is
dust before they can gain entrance.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• The streets of New York City
• John Galt’s apartment

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggart
• John Galt
• Four thugs

12.3.3 Section 383: Part 3, Chapter 8, Section 3

• Plot summary:

• Thompson pleads with Galt to take control of the economy, but refuses to cede power or change the overall
system. Galt refuses. Thompson tries various forms of persuasion. He slyly asks if Galt has any loved ones
he'd like to speak to. Galt knows that these loved ones would become hostages and says that there is no one.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Wayne-Falkland Hotel

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Mr. Thompson
• John Galt

https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Places_in_Atlas_Shrugged
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Characters_in_Atlas_Shrugged
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Places_in_Atlas_Shrugged
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Characters_in_Atlas_Shrugged


12.3. CHAPTER EIGHT: THE EGOIST 79

12.3.4 Section 384: Part 3, Chapter 8, Section 4

• Plot summary:

• Chick Morrison explains that their propaganda that John Galt is with them and planning a solution isn't
convincing anyone. They mention factory closings, and also hunger riots in West Virginia. We learn of South
Dakota farmers marching on their capital, burning state buildings and luxury houses. The State of California
is in civil war between various factions.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Wayne-Falkland Hotel

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Chick Morrison
• Mr. Thompson
• Wesley Mouch
• Dr. Ferris
• Fred Kinnon
• Dagny Taggart

12.3.5 Section 385: Part 3, Chapter 8, Section 5

• Plot summary:

• Thompson summons Dagny to see him. She is still acting as though she is on their side. She tricks Thompson
into showing John his confidential reports on the chaos around the nation, which she knows will encourage
John.

• Mr. Thompson & Jim Taggart try to persuade Galt to no effect. The next day, Thompson brings Chick
Morrison, who does no better.

• Dr. Ferris is next but also fails. The importance of the Taggart Bridge across the Mississippi River is brought
up.

• Dagny talks to Eddie Willer at the Taggart Compnay. Eddie leaves for San Francisco and says good-bye to
Dagny as he doesn't expect to see her again.

• Dr. Stadler is ordered to talk to Galt. Stadler tries to make excuses to John for selling out.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Wayne-Falkland Hotel
• The Taggart Company

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Mr. Thompson
• Dagny Taggart
• John Galt
• Jim Taggart
• Chick Morrison
• Dr. Ferris
• Eddie Willer
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12.3.6 Section 386: Part 3, Chapter 8, Section 6

• Plot summary:

• Chick has Galt brough at gunpoint to a dinner gala to announce the John Galt Plan. It is also being broadcast
over television and radio. They are trying to tempt him with what they themselves would want as a bribe (The
dinner held in his honor, the power). Mouch makes a speech promising contradictory things. The plan to
lower taxes but raise government spending. The rich get to keep everything they have but the poor get more.
Higher wages but lower prices.

• When the TV camera goes to Galt, Galt dodges away from the man holding a gun to his back so that the gun
is apparent to the camera, thus showing that the leaders have been lying, that he isn't cooperating, and there
is no John Galt Plan. Galt then says to the camera “Get the hell out of my way!".

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Wayne-Falkland Hotel

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Chick Morrison
• John Galt
• Mr. Thompson
• Jim Taggart
• Dagny Taggart
• Wesley Mouch

12.4 CHAPTER NINE: The Generator

12.4.1 Section 391: Part 3, Chapter 9, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• Dr. Robert Stadler drives out to Project X (the weapon based on sound waves). An armed militia has taken
it over, calling themselves “The Friends of the People”.

• Dr. Stadler talks his way in, and is taken to see the leader, Cuffy Meigs, in the control room. Cuffy is drunk
and talks about his ambitions and demands.

• He and Dr. Stadler get into a fight over who will control Project X, they hit into the control levers, and Project
X is randomly activated. It destroys itself and everything in a 100 mile radius; buildings and people. The vital
Taggart Bridge over the Mississippi River is among the destroyed.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Project X, somewhere in Iowa, within 100 miles of the Mississippi River

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dr. Stadler
• Cuffy Meigs
• Various militia men.
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12.4.2 Section 392: Part 3, Chapter 9, Section 2

• Plot summary:

• The washington group argues about how to make Galt take control and save their system. Dagny is present
and listening but the group still doesn't consider her an enemy. When the talk turns to torture, she slips out to
call Francisco and warn him of their plans for Galt. She packs some things and meets him at a nearby street
corner.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Wayne Falkland Hotel
• Dagny’s apartment
• The streets of New York City

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Mr. Thompson
• Dr. Ferris
• Jim Taggart
• Dagny Taggart
• Wesley Mouch
• Tinky Holloway
• Chick Morrison
• Eugene Lawson

12.4.3 Section 393: Part 3, Chapter 9, Section 3

• Plot summary:

• Galt is hooked up to an electric shock torture machine. His torturers want to break him so that he'll do what
they want. But they are also afraid of killing him because they want him to save their system. Galt endures
the pain but doesn't break. As the torture grows more severe, Galt remains steadfast but the torturers become
more and more afraid of possibly killing him. The machine breaks and nobody can fix it. Galt tells them how
to fix it, which partially freaks them out. Jim Taggart realizes that he actually hates himself and not John Galt
and this fact breaks Jim, leaving him unresponsive. This freaks out the others and they use Jim as an excuse
to stop torturing Galt for the night, planning to return the next day.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• The “Project F” building at the State Science Institute in New Hampshire. The “F” stands for Ferris.

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dr. Ferris
• Wesley Mouch
• Jim Taggart
• John Galt

https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Places_in_Atlas_Shrugged
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Characters_in_Atlas_Shrugged
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Places_in_Atlas_Shrugged
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Characters_in_Atlas_Shrugged


82 CHAPTER 12. ATLAS SHRUGGED, PART 3, CHAPTERS 6-10

12.5 CHAPTER TEN: In the Name of the Best within Us

12.5.1 Section 3A1: Part 3, Chapter 10, Section 1

• Plot summary:

• Dagny, Francisco, Hank, and Ragnar force their way into Project F, killing several guards and capturing
several others. Hank is shot in the shoulder. They rescue John Galt, freeing him from an electric shock
torture machine that had been used on him.

• They fly back to their secret town of Galt’s Gulch in the Colorado mountains. Passing over New York City,
they see the gridlocked masses attempting to flee the impending catastrophic food shortage. As they fly by,
the city goes black as the power stations are abandoned.

• John, Francisco, and Ragnar look at the dying city and take satisfaction, as it is the culmination of 12 years
of work.

• Dagny is also happy, and focuses on the future. She considers the world a blank slate waiting to be written
upon.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• The “Project F” building at the State Science Institute in New Hampshire

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Dagny Taggart
• Ragnar Danneskjold
• Hank Rearden
• Francisco d'Anconia
• The Guards
• John Galt

12.5.2 Section 3A2: Part 3, Chapter 10, Section 2

• Plot summary:

• Despite the fighting in the streets of lawless San Francisco, Eddie Willers was able to get a Comet train out
of from San Francisco, only to have it break down in the middle of the Arizona desert. The crew can't fix
it and there is no Taggart company left to send repairmen. An old fashioned wagon train pulled by horses
comes by and invites the passengers to join them. Eddie looks at the people on the wagon train and thinks
that they don't have what it takes to survive. Even though he is in the desert with no food and water, Eddie
Willers stays with the train. The crew and other passengers load into covered wagons and leave.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• A Taggart Comet Train (the last one)

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Eddie Willers
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12.5.3 Section 3A3: Part 3, Chapter 10, Section 3

• Plot summary:

• It is late winter, and we visit various cabins in Galt’s Gulch to see what the characters are doing.
• Richard Halley is playing his Fifth Concerto. It is triumphant, it “swept space clean and left nothing but the
joy of an unobstructed effort”.

• Midas Mulligan is thinking about investments he'll make in New York, Chicago, Cleveland, Philedelphia,
other places.

• Dagnar and Kay are relaxing.
• Judge Narrangansett is rewriting the constitution, “Congress shall make no law abridging the freedom of
production and trade...”.

• Francisco, Hank, and Ellis are together. Francisco is planning a smelter for Hank, Hank envisions a railroad.
John will design the engines. Dagny will run it.

• Elsewhere John and Dagny are out walking. He says “The road is cleared. We are going back to the world.”
• End of the story.

• The following Places in Atlas Shrugged are used as settings in this section:

• Galt’s Gulch, a Colorado Valley

• The following Characters in Atlas Shrugged appear in this section:

• Richard Halley
• Midas Mulligan
• Ragnar Danneskjold
• Kay LudLow
• Judge Narragansett
• Hank Rearden
• Francisco d'Anconia
• Ellis
• Dagny Taggart
• John Galt

• Quotations:

• “The road is cleared. We are going back to the world” page 1069 said by John Galt

See Also: Structure, Part 1: Chapters 1-5, Part 1: Chapters 6-10, Part 2: Chapters 1-5, Part 2: Chapters 6-10, Part 3:
Chapters 1-5, Part 3: Chapters 6-10
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