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Introduction

About Blogger

Blogger is a free web based tool to help you easily publish your thoughts online as a “web
log”. Established by Pyra Labs in 1999, Blogger is credited with popularising “blogging” as
a format of web publishing. In 2003, Pyra Labs was purchased by Google, enabling
Blogger to offer all it's services for free and develop the service to become the powerful
publishing format it is today.

There are many reasons to choose Blogger to publish your blog including:
* Itis completely free to use!
* It'sincredibly easy to use!
* Blogs are hosted on Google servers, and have no limitations on bandwidth
* You can completely customise the appearance of your blog
» Gadgets can be added to the layout by means of a simple editor
* You can post online, by email or using your mobile phone

* ltis easily integrated with other Google services, such as Picasa, YouTube, Google
Plus, AdSense, and Google Analytics.

* Advanced users can customize the template's HTML code
And more!

About this guide

Blogger for Beginners is a basic guide to starting out with the Google Blogger platform.

Through easy-to-follow instructions, this guide will take you from starting your first blog
through configuring important settings, writing blog posts and customizing the appearance
of your site.

This ebook is divided into ten main chapters:

1. Getting started — find out how to create a blog with Blogger and navigate the
Blogger dashboard

2. Writing your first blog posts — see how easy it is to begin publishing content and
rich media

3. Permissions and privacy — discover important settings about who can see or
publish to your site

4. Customise your blog — with just a few clicks you can transform the appearance of
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8.

9.

your blog

Gadgets and the Blogger layout — learn how to alter your sites layout and add
rich content with Blogger gadgets

Comments and backlinks — discover Blogger comments and settings, plus how to
show links to pages discussing your content

Publish and archive — find out more about publishing and archiving your blog
content

Share your blog — learn about Blog Feeds and syndication, plus how readers can
share your posts with social media

How do I..? - Answers to some frequently asked questions about Blogger

10.Learn more about Blogger — links to useful sites offering more information about

Google's free blogging service

Each section includes concise instructions and helpful screenshots with annotations.

Tips and important notes are highlighted in grey shaded boxes like this.

| hope you enjoy using this ebook as you take your first steps towards becoming a Blogger
aficionado! Feel free to either read from start to finish or just dive right in and read the
sections most relevant to you.
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Getting Started

If you've never used Blogger before, this short chapter will get you up and running in just a
few minutes.

Create your blog

To start using Blogger, simply sign in with your Google Account. (If you use Gmail, Google
Groups, or YouTube, you already have an account.) If you don't have a Google Account
yet, you can create one here.

Visit the Blogger Homepage and enter your Google username and password to sign in.
Now type a display name (this is how you will appear as the site author) and accept
Blogger's Terms of Service. Finally, click “Create a Blog” to start creating your first blog!

On the next page, you'll be asked to chose a title and URL for your blog:

Blogs List » Create a new blog )
. The title of your blog
Title My New Blog /

Address my-new-blogger-blog

This blog address is available.

The URL you would like °™P'3te E— p—— —

your blog to be L
based at

Choose a

. i = / starter template
Dynamic Views Simple Picture Window

Awesome Inc. Watermark Ethereal

-

You can browse many more templates and customise your blog later.

Tip: Choose a title which is relevant to the content of your site, perhaps including a
keyword or two connected to your content. This will help people find your blog more
easily in search engines. It's also useful to match the URL to the title of your site, as in
the example above.

Next, pick a “starter template” from the selection further down the page. You can easily
change or customize this later, so for now just choose the style you like best.

Finally, click the orange “Create Blog” button and your blog will be ready to use! You can
start publishing right away or begin to find your way around the Blogger Dashboard.
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Tip: Take a look at this video which explains how to create a blog with Blogger

The Blogger Dashboard

Once you have created a blog with Blogger, you'll be able to use the Blogger Dashboard,

from which you can access any blogs you have created, and catch up with news in your
reading list (see How do I..?).

= Blogger Access your ﬂ Amanda Kennedy ~
Blogger settings
a Amanda Kennedy's blogs A list of the blogs you have created English (UK) ~> %F
New Blog My New Blog J—— B -~  Viewbiog
No posts. Start blogging! Elreate g :'ew
I °g pos Jump to section
Create a new blog Blogger Buster B -  Viewbiog
19493047 pageviews - 541 posts, last published on 11-Jul-2012 - 2927 followers 1175 comments awaiting ...
Jillian Kent Blog B -  Viewbog
21990 pageviews - 220 posts, last published on 10-Jul-2012 - &4 followers
Access your reading list ~ Kathryn Page Camp B -  Viewblog
\ 3236 pageviews 134 posts, last published on 09-Jul-2012 - 29 followers

Reading list | All blogs

View in Google Reader E o3

Your newly created blog should be listed right at the top of the page. To create your first
post, you can either click the “Start Blogging! Link or the orange pencil icon.

Once you've started using your blog, you'll discover statistics appear beneath your blog
title, including:

*  How many page views your site has had in the past week
* The total number of posts (including drafts) and the last publishing date
* The number of people following your blog

Tip: This video on YouTube provides a comprehensive overview of the Blogger
dashboard.
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Writing your first blog posts

Right now if you were to visit your blog you'd be presented with a notice explaining that
there are “no posts” to display.

ABOUT ME
‘ No posts. ‘
ﬁ Amanda Kennedy
. I'm a freelance web
Home :
designer and Blogger
evangelist who lives in

Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Sheffield, United Kingdom.

View my complete profile d&

Picture Window template. Powered by

Creating a posts for your blog is as simple as filling out a form. To get started, you can
either click the “Start Blogging” link or the orange pencil icon in the Blogger dashboard. If
you are viewing your site on the web, alternatively click the “New Post” link in the top right
of the Blogger nav bar.

This will bring up the blog posting form in which you can write your post:
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My New B|0g - Post This is my post title Save Preview Close a Amanda Ken
Compose  HTML o) F + 1T = Normal \Mv v Link ks ﬁ = O Ee iz iz e L ¥
This forms the body of the post. Blah blah blah blah... Type the title of your post here ~ Postsettings
This section forms the main body of the post, % Labels
including any text, images and video you
would like to publish (O schedule
9 Location
¥ Options

Tip: When choosing a title for your post, try to include a relevant description of what the
post will be about. This will help people find your post more easily in search engines
and attract more page views.

You

can jazz up the text-based content of your blog posts in a number of ways:

Use bold, jtalic, underlined or strike-through text using the buttons above the form
Use different coloured fonts and background colours using the drop-down buttons
Insert a numerical (ordered) or bulleted (unordered) list

Select an area of text to appear as a quote using the blockquote button

Adding links

To add a link in your blog post, select the text you would like to form a link and click the
hyperlink button. This brings up a pop-up dialogue in which you can specify the URL of
the page you would like to link to, and choose whether or not clicking on the link will open
in a new window:
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This is my post title "1}."0
F- 1T B 7 U = Link 7 =~ iz iz I
is forms dy of the post. Blall Edit Link
' B ——— - The text which will
Text to display: |This is a link to another website T

Tick this box if

Link to:

© Web address

- Email address

To what URL should this link go?
http:/iwww.bloggerbuster.com S|
Test this link

Not sure what to put in the box? First, find the page on
the web that you want to link to. (A search engine might be
useful.) Then, copy the web address from the box in your
browser's address bar, and paste it into the box above.

form the link

. The URL of the website/page
yoa'are linking to

you would like
the link to open
in a new window

A Open this link in a new window
Add ‘rel=nofollow' attribute (Learn more)

OK || Cancel

Tip: Links are regarded as the “currency” of the web. Web pages which are linked to by
many other sites are regarded as having more “authority” and often rank higher in
search engine results. If you would prefer not to pass on this “link love” to the site you
link to, check the “rel=no-follow” box which tells search engines not to follow this link
from your published page.

Instead of a web address, you can also use the hyperlink tool to link to an email address.
However, linked email addresses can become the target of spammers unless the address
is encrypted (an alternative safe method for posting your email address can be found
here).

Inserting images

There are many ways of choosing images to include in your blog posts:
* Upload an image from your hard drive
* Insert an image previously uploaded to this blog
* Add an image hosted in Picasa Web Albums
* Upload from your mobile phone (requires the Google+ app)
* Use your webcam (requires confirmation of use via Adobe Flash)
» Paste the URL of an image hosted elsewhere (e.g.: Flickr, Photobucket)

To add an image, click the image button in the posting toolbar and select the method you
would like to use.
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My New Blog This is my post title Save Preview Close *’a‘ Amanda Ken
Compose  HTML Select a file L |
This forms the body ol‘!.l Upload 4. Choose files
From this blog You may uplead multiple files at once. Use JPG, GIF or PNG files.

From Picasa Web
Albums

Google  tmmsingen

Images you can choose
to add in your blog post
will appear in this section.

From your phone et :
e e

From your webcam

From a URL

Add selected Cancel

The images which are available to paste into your blog post will appear in the larger
section on the right.

Tip: You can choose to paste in more than one image at a time by holding CTRL (or
CMD) and clicking each image. The selected images will feature a blue border and will
be added to your post when you click the “Add Selected” button.

By default, the images you paste into your posts will be “medium” sized and will be aligned
to the centre of the page.

If you would like to change the alignment, size or other image options, click on the image
in the text editor to see a menu of available options:

© s
: '- P Add a caption to
2 B i 1 i . ' appear beneath Vu
it your image
¥ O

-

Large - X-Large - Original size | Left - Center - Right | Add caption | Properties | Remowe

= X

Select the size of your image Choose the alignment

¥

You can also add a caption to appear beneath your image by clicking the “Add caption”
link.

Tip: To ensure your images are more “accessible”, add a title and alt-text for your image
by clicking the “Properties” link in this menu. This ensures relevant code is in place for
those who view your site with images disabled (it's also said to improve search engine
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visibility, though cannot be relied on).

When you upload images to your blog, these will be added to an album on Picasa which is
named using the title of your blog. If you ever want to reuse a previously uploaded image,
you can select “From this blog” in the image menu.

Images added to blog posts are automatically linked to the URL on which they are hosted.

Blogger's Lightbox Feature

Blogger recently introduced a “lightbox” feature for blog posts, which is enabled by default
in the blog settings.

When viewing a published post in your browser, you can click on a post image and this will
bring up a larger version in a lightbox-style format. If multiple images are used in a post,
you can flick through these images like a slideshow without having to edit a single line of
code!
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Tip: If you would prefer not to use this feature in your blog, you can disable the lightbox
by going to Settings>Posts and Comments in your Blogger dashboard and choosing
“No” for the option titled “Showcase images with Lightbox”.

Add Video to your Posts

You can add video content to your blog posts in many ways:

Upload a video from your hard drive (most video formats are accepted)

Search YouTube for a video to embed

Insert a video from those you have uploaded to YouTube (using the same Google
account as you are using for your blog)

Add a video from your mobile phone (requires the Google+ app)

Record a video using your webcam
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his is my post title Revert to dra Previe g1 Amanda Ker

Select a file T |

Upload Ynu blogger &

I From YouTube

i P —
My YouTube videos Blogger Tutorial - How to Start Blogging with Blc

How to register and join the popular and free blogging
service, Blogger. Step by step and through to your first p
More later.

*kkkd 7

From your phone

From your webcam

Have you looked at Blogger lately?

A look at Blogger in 2010 and a peek at what's coming
his year. www. blogger com

*hdkk 2

I Eicqoing Tips

Cancel

Again, videos which are available to embed in your post will appear in the main section to
the right. If you upload a video, the code required to embed the video in your post will be
automatically added so you don't need to tinker with the post's HTML.

Select the video you would like to add. The video thumbnail will enlarge enabling you to
preview it in a small player before inserting into your post.

Publish or save to draft?

Once you've finished adding content to your blog post, you can choose to publish it by
clicking the “Publish” button. Your post will then appear on your blog.

If you would prefer to save your post to edit it at a later time, you can choose to “Save”
your post, then click the “Close” button to return to the Blogger dashboard.

Tip: when composing or editing, your posts will be automatically saved every few
minutes.

Sharing posts to Google+

By default, the setting to share posts to your personal stream on Google+ is enabled.
When you choose to publish your first blog post, you'll receive a prompt asking if you
would like to share your post or “cancel”.

If you'd like to share, a snippet of your post, along with a thumbnail if you have inserted an
image, will appear in your Google+ stream, with the title of the post linked to the item
page.

If you would rather not share any of your posts to Google+, you can disable this option in
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Permissions and privacy

Most Blogger users create sites they would like to be public, which anyone can see on the
web. This setting is enabled by default when you create a new blog.

/ IE View blog a Amanda Kennedy -

My blogs My New Blog - Settings » Basic L

Ba = i

Permissions Details of all blog authors
Posts and comments t
: - Blog Auth

Mobile and email g o £) Amandakennedy i Admin

Langua.ge and + Add authors

formatting

Search preferences Blog Readers @ Anybody

Other Your blog is open to all readers by default.

Choose who can -/ Only blog authors
read Your blog —— g
in this section

- Only these readers
You can

Mo read

+ AdA readars meiam e

Making your blog private

If you would prefer your blog to remain private, you can easily change this option in
Settings>Basic. Scroll down to the “Permissions” section and choose from the following
options:

* Anybody — the default setting, enabling anyone to view your blog

* Only Blog Authors — this ensures your blog is completely private, and that only the
authors you choose to add will be able to see your posts.

* Only These Readers — In this area you can add the email addresses of those with
whom you would like to share your posts, Separate multiple email addresses with
commas. Up to 100 blog readers can be added in this section, which should be
more than ample for a reputable private blog!

For each email address you enter in the “Only these readers” section, the person will
receive an email prompting them to do one of three things:

1. Sign in to an existing Google account

2. Create a new Google account (with which to login to Blogger)
3. View your blog as a guest
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If the reader creates or logs into their Google account, they will be able to view your blog
whenever they are logged in. Invited readers may only view your blog as a guest for a
period of two weeks using the link sent in the email, after which you will need to invite
them again if they would like to view your posts.

Tip: If you choose to make your blog private, your site will not produce any blog feeds
(thus preventing unwanted viewing of your posts).

To revoke a reader's access to your blog, simply click the “X” button beside the person's
name. Blogger saves your list of invited readers if you choose to change the readership
setting to “anybody”, allowing you to quickly make your blog private again at a later time.

Adding authors and administrators

The creator of a blog has administrative privileges of the site. You can add more blog
authors and administrators in the Settings>Basic section of the Blogger Dashboard.

* Blog administrators have complete access to all features of the blog dashboard;
they can edit the template and change settings in addition to adding, editing and
deleting posts and pages.

* Blog Authors may only create posts and edit their own posts. Authors cannot edit
others' posts, nor can they control settings or edit the design.

Blog administrators have the privilege to add new authors and to provide existing authors
with administrative privileges.

To add a new author to a blog, click the + Add Authors link in the Permissions section of
the basic settings page. You can invite new authors by typing their email address in the
form, or by choosing from your Google contacts:

/ I;B View blog a Amanda Kennedy ~
My blogs My New Blog * Settings » Basic T
Basic . .
Permissions Existing administrators and blog authors listed here
Posts and comments /
Mabile and email Blog Authors a Amanda Kennedy Admin =
Language and + Add authors 1
formatting - -
; myfriend@anymail.com
Search preferences Invite pew au!hors ) g Authorftatu '
by typing their email can be "Admijn
Other addresses or "Author”

Add quickly by choosing
from your contacts

g

Choose from Contacts Cancel

Blog Readers Anybody Edit
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When inviting someone to become an author to your blog, they will be sent an email to
conform they accept. Blog authors must have a Google account and will be invited to
create one if they do not have an existing account.

Once an author has accepted the invitation, your blog will appear in the list of blogs in their
Blogger dashboard, with permission to create new posts.

To promote an author to administrator status, click the arrow to the right of their Author
status and choose “Administrator” from the drop-down menu. This menu can also be used
to revoke an administrator's status or to delete a person from the list of blog authors
(preventing any access to the site).
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Customize your blog

One of Blogger's best features is the ability to easily customize virtually aspect of your
site's design.

The templates available when starting a new blog are but a small sample of the designs
and layouts available for you to try. Furthermore, you can add “gadgets” to the layout for
virtually every need, from a simple linked image banner to your blog archives and a list of
your public followers!

The Template section of the Blogger dashboard enables you to change the overall design

of your site, either by using the Blogger template designer or by directly editing your
template HTML code.

/ [;E View blog a Amanda Kennedy -
My blogs My New Blog * Template Backup/Restore  §f

Start with a base template customise your background, layout, colours, fonts and more...

Live on Blog Mobile
ﬁ Overview At »
B pou How your site appears
L1 Pages 4~ on mobile devices
. Comments
Choose and

€ stats customize
: our template
? Eamingg P

[® Layout \
Edit HTML ol — Edit the settings for the

mobile version of your site

ale
j’ Settings

To get started customizing your template, click the orange “customize” button which
appears beneath the web preview of your site. This takes you to the Blogger Template
Designer through which most visual settings can be changed.

Choose a base template

There are currently 7 varieties of base template you can choose from (including Dynamic
Views, see below), each of which includes several variants.

Select the template style you would like to use, and the preview below will update to
demonstrate how your site will appear.
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Blogger Template Designer « Back to Blogger ViewBlog Help |\

Live on Blog
1

on

My New Blog

FRIDAY, 13 JULY 2012 BLOG ARCHIVE
¥ 2012 (1)

g o KL PRI 3L | 18

Backgrounds and colour schemes

You can add a background image to your blog in the Backgrounds menu, or — if your
chosen template includes a background image — edit the existing one.

Blogger Template Designer « Back to Blogger ViewBlog Help |\ 1

Templates Background image Main colour theme
Background

| Scroll with page Stogested ihemes

My New Blog

FRIDAY, 13 JULY 2012 BLOG ARCHIVE

Ll e s ek ATAL ‘ 2012(1)
Blogger has a vast library of images you can upload in just a few clicks, or you can upload
a background image from your hard drive.
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Blogger Template Designer « Back to Blogger View Blog Help |Wa /gCH-1o

| Select background image

il / Upload your own image
Upload image
The Arts 4%
Business f
Celebrations

Entertainment

Family v "\\
Food & Drink

Health & Beauty

Hohhies & Crafts |7

Choose an image from the library

Several pre-set colour schemes are suggested for each template, enabling you to quickly
switch between them. More control over individual font and background colours can be
accessed in the “Advanced” menu.

Sidebars and Footer Columns (or not!)

Aside from Dynamic Templates, all of the basic Blogger templates enable you to adjust the
overall layout of your site.

Using the Layout menu, you can choose where to position sidebars (if indeed at all!) and
how many columns to feature in the footer. You can then add Gadgets to these areas of
your layout (see Gadgets and the Blogger Layout).

Blogger Template Designer Sidebar settings « Back to Blogger View Blog Help

Body layout Footer layout

Advanced

Rearrange your gadgets by dragging them to dotted sections in the preview below.
Go to Design > Page Elements in Blogger to add, remove or edit gadgets.

Wireframed preview of your blog's layout Navbar

My New Blog (Header)
Edit
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Adjust the widths of your blog and sidebar(s)

You can select how wide you would like your overall blog to appear on screen and how
wide you would like any sidebars to be. The main body content and footer sections of your
site will adjust accordingly, and you can preview the changes in the window below.

Blogger Template Designer « Back to Blogger View Blog Help |G

Entire blog

Min
Adjust widths Left sidebar Right sidebar

= Min Max Min

& Y

My New Blog

Advanced Template Design Options

By clicking the “Advanced” option in the Template Designer menu, you can tweak the
fonts, colours and backgrounds of individual elements of your chosen template.

Customize your site by choosing from dozens of Google Web Fonts, select the size and
style of text-based elements, and use selected colour values for backgrounds:

Blogger Template Designer « Back to Blogger ViewBlog Help [l 2t

Font Text Colour

Trebuchet | #333333

ol Colours from this template

Web fonts . . . . i_:i
Allerta

Allerta Stencil - .
Advanced d == Suggested colours

Bl I || HE NN

Layout

My New Blog
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If you're feeling bold, you can even add your own custom CSS to tweak your design even
more!

Important — Don't forget to click Apply to Blog to save your customizations when
you're done!

Using Dynamic Views

Blogger's Dynamic Views templates provide 7 new ways for readers to experience your
site. As the title suggests, these templates are “dynamic”, enabling readers to view posts in
a more visually to stimulating manner and find posts they may not have otherwise
encountered.

Dynamic Views templates are best suited to blogs of a more visual nature, and
some particular types will only work effectively when at least one image is present
in every post.

Unlike regular templates, Dynamic Views cannot be easily customized using the Blogger
Template Designer, and only certain gadgets (highlighted in the gadget lists, see Gadgets
and the Blogger Layout) are available to use with these templates.

When using Dynamic Views, your blog title and description will appear at the top of the
page, followed by a toolbar which links to the alternative views with which readers can
view your site:

Blog title and description Search box

We Love Blogger A showcase of beautiful Blogger designs —

Classic Flipcard Magazine Mosaic Sidebar Snapshot Timeslide

If Pages have been enabled for your blog (see Publish and Archive), the toolbar will
minimize to become a drop-down menu at the left, while links to pages appear to the right
of it.

A useful search box appears in the top right of all blogs using dynamic views; the
visualization of search results depends on the format chosen.

Here are the seven different types of “Dynamic Views” you can enable for your blog:

Classic

Infinite scrolling replaces the “Older posts” link, and posts will continue to load as you
scroll down the page.

Keyboard short-cuts can be used to quickly jump between posts using J (for older posts)
ad K (for newer posts). Alternatively the arrow keys may be used.

www.bloggerbuster.com



25

We Love Blogger A showcase of beautiful Blogger designs

Poemaciones

Flipcard

Post thumbnails are arranged to span the width of the page. These act like “cards” which
can be flipped over when the mouse is hovered over them to see the post title and
comment count. Infinite scrolling is enabled so that more posts load as you scroll down the

page.

We Love Blogger A showcase of beautiful Blogger designs

ssic Flipcard Magazine

Recent Date Label Author

;}?

n -
B - = hem b e —
st || TN m
e

Click on a card to see the post in full view. You can navigate through the posts using J
(older post) and K (newer post) or the arrow keys. Hit escape or click Back to all posts to
return to the Flipcard view. In the upper left, click to sort by Recent, Date, Author and

Category.
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Magazine

The newest post includes a larger image and snippet of the blog post. On the second row,
large thumbs of recent posts will appear; beneath these you will see a list of older posts
with smaller thumbnails to the left and a summary to the right.

We Love Blogger A showcase of beautiful Blogger designs

ard Magazine Mosaic Sideba

Poemaciones

“A8 This beautiful and unusual design features
interesting mouseover effects on the home page

(the notebooks make way for links to blog
categories) and excellent choice of typography.

MERCENA

Hover your mouse over a post to see animations featuring a comments bubble (when the
post has received one or more comments) while the post date is highlighted in red.

Mosaic

This template style organises images from blog posts into a mosaic-like display. It is
optimized for the tablet viewing, and supports screen rotation.

www.bloggerbuster.com



27

We Love Blogger A showcase of beautiful Blogger designs

e Mosaic S

. Full R
Sinar

E-Mall || FFTAY 1 X

eoign=rbuo

Home

Lz

—— B Analnanshia

Clicking on an individual tile will expand that post to the full width of the view, and clicking
again will collapse the post back into its original position.

The exact position of the tiles is randomly determined each time the blog loads, but they
will appear chronologically from top left to bottom right. Once a tile is expanded, you can
page down by using the "up" and "down" arrow keys as well as J and K.

Sidebar

Using this style, the left side of the blog is reserved for the titles, thumbnails and comment
count of recent posts. You can navigate between posts easily using the J and K, or arrow
keys.

We Love Blogger A showcase of beautiful Blogger designs

ysaic  Sidebar

Poemaciones

Poemaciones

Blogger Blogazin...

"l

Erisada

Blog Cuiit

Mercenary Design

[ ¢ I

Disperatul

Blogger-Tempz

Agora en la Red

Al
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Snapshot

Using this view, only posts which include images will be displayed, and all images from a
post will feature as large thumbnails (some of which are rotated).

We Love Blogger A showcase of beautiful Blogger designs

bar Snapshot Timeslide

Erisada

Poemaciones Blogger Blogazine-An

—= — _—— -
TAnSE
*E‘.‘— i ..C“u:f&wre'-
RO YO - e

i x

When hovering the mouse over any thumbnail. The thumb will expand and rotate to
normal view with a snippet of the post featured beneath.

Clicking through any photo will display the full post page, with navigation links at the
bottom for Newer and Older posts.

Timeslide
This view breaks the blog content down into three different areas:
* Left column: Enlarged picture with a post snippet, title, and snippet displayed in
chronological order

* Middle column: Displays just the post title and snippet
* Right column: Displays just the individual post titles

When using the Search function in this view, search terms on the page will be highlighted.
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We Love Blogger A showcase of beautiful Blogger designs

Timeslide

Blogger Blogazine-An Disperatul

Blogger blogazine style - Submitted by Choen BIogger—Tempz

Visit Blogger Blogazine-An
Agora en la Red

Erisada :

) ) o 1Design
I liked the idea of stitching and patches... that's
why | created this design, aspecis of my life X
stitched together in EriSada. Designorbus
Blog Cuiit On My Desk
Simple but interesting design, modified from E
minima template. White and dark in color. Nice The Hermltage
comment area. Post bottom author box
fully utilized. Mod Podge Rocks
Mercenary Design Nat the Fat Rat

Neacinn lnvare hlan- Anvthina ahaot decinn weah

To use a dynamic views template for your blog...

Simply choose the view you would like to use from the list of options in the Template
Designer. You will be able to preview how your site will appear using a Dynamic View just
as if you had chosen a regular template.

Tip: ensure you have published several posts before adopting a Dynamic Views
template for your site to better see how your blog will appear.
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Gadgets and the Blogger Layout

Blogger's Layout feature is an easy-to-use template editing feature that allows you to add
and edit rich content in the form of gadgets without any knowledge of HTML or CSS.

As mentioned earlier, you can control the overall layout style of your blog in the

Template section of the dashboard. To populate each gadget-ready area with content and
control elements of the blog content, we will be using the Layout section.

/ I;B View blog a Amanda Kennedy ~
|l\.‘| }:}l(:]g*} My New B|0g . L_;qi-:_‘_-';:;U[ Preview Clear -ﬁ

Add, remove and edit gadgets on your blog. Click and drag to rearrange gadgets. To change columns and widths, use the
Template Designer.

ﬁ Overview
s Favicon f . G Navbar
B Posts O cat Edit blog title and description .
|_D Pages
My New EBlog (Header)
W comments - ;
Edit
¢ stats
% Eamings Pages Edit the page list gadget (if enabled)
Edit
Layout q
Blog posts section Add new gadgets to the sidebar
T lat
TJ smpee \ Blog Posts ‘"“'-‘ Add a Gadget
A Settings

Blog Archive

In this wire-frame view of your blog, you can add gadgets to your sidebar and footer
sections. When we first create a new blog, Archive and About Me gadgets are
automatically inserted into the template. More gadgets can be added by clicking the “Add a
gadget” link which appears at the top of each gadget-enabled section.

Editing elements in the layout section

Here's an overview of what you can configure when you click Edit for each of these
elements which are included by default when you create a new blog:

*Navbar: Select the colour you'd like your Navbar to be.

*Header: Add or edit the header of your blog, which includes your blog title and blog
description.

*Blog posts: Choose the number of posts to display on your main page. You can
choose either the number of days with posts to display or the total number of posts
on the main page. You also have the option to show email post links that let your
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visitors easily email posts from your blog to their friends.

*Profile: Edit/add your profile title, 'About Me' description, and location.

*Blog archive: Edit/add your blog archive title, select your display style (hierarchy,
flat list or drop-down menu), choose to display post titles, display oldest posts first,
choose your archive frequency (monthly, weekly or daily) and date format.

The following elements are fixed and cannot be moved to different sections of the
template:

« Navbar
e Header
* Blog Posts

All other elements can be moved to different places in the sidebar and footer sections.

Tip: If you have enabled Pages for your blog, you can list your pages as a horizontal
bar which appears beneath the header section, or as a vertical list in the sidebar/footer.
By default, all published pages will be linked to in the Page List gadget, but you can
choose to hide selected pages by deselecting the box to the left of the page name.

To rearrange gadgets in your layout, simply drag the gadget using your mouse to your
chosen position. You can preview and save your changes using the buttons on the top
right of the page.

Adding new gadgets to the sidebar and footer sections

Add new gadgets by clicking the Add a Gadget link in the area you would like it to appear.
This will initiate a pop-up page where you can choose which gadget to add:
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- Blogger
Add a Gadget

1 - 26 of 27 next »

Featured

- +1 Button Available for Dynamic Views E;i
@ Let visitors recommend your content on Google Search

1 and share it on Google+.

By Blogger

Most Popular

More Gadgets

Add your own

Google+ Badge Available for Dynamic Views +
Adding the Google+ badge to your blog helps you connect
with friends, fans, and customers.

By Blogger

Translate Available for Dynamic Views ,ﬂ-;
Translate your blog into different languages.
By Blogger

You can choose from one of the 27 basic gadgets (provided by Blogger) from the initial
screen, or select a third-party gadget from the library. Each gadget in the list features a
brief description and can be added by clicking the blue + icon.

Some gadgets have options which can be configure when you choose to add to your

template. Once you have saved your changes, the gadget content will be live in your
layout when viewing your blog on the web.

Commonly used Blogger gadgets

Here's a selection of some commonly used gadgets you may like to add to your layout:

* Translate — Allow readers to translate your blog into their native language for easier

reading

* Follow by email — make it easy for visitors to subscribe to email updates from your
blog

* Popular posts — Adds a list of popular posts, including an optional thumbnail and
snippet

* Blog stats — Displays the number of visitors to your blog

* Adsense — Quickly add an AdSense block to earn revenue from

» Search box — Enable readers to search your site with integrated Google site search

» HTML/JavaScript — Helpful for when adding Javascript widgets, embed code and
rich content from other sites
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* Text - An easy way to add simple text-based content

* Picture — Upload an image with optional title and caption, which can be linked to
act as a banner

+ Slideshow — Create a slideshow with ease using images uploaded to Picasa Web
Albums

* Blog List — Show off your favourite blogs, with optional snippets of their latest posts

Adding third party gadgets

Many sites offer widgets you can add to your blog. Some widgets are easy to install by
clicking an “Add to Blogger” buttons:

Add to

“ w Blogger

This type of widget install pre-populates the content of an HTML/JavaScript widget with the
embed code or JavaScript which you can preview before saving to your site.

Other sites offer embed or widget codes which you will need to copy to your clipboard and
embed as the content of an HTML/JavaScript gadget.
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Comments and backlinks

If you choose to enable comments, visitors to your blog will have the option to respond to
your posts.

Blogger supports threaded commenting, which means that comments are presented in a
way that a reader can more easily differentiate between whether someone is making a
general comment on the thread, or responding to another comment on the thread through
indentation. Single-level comments will always be displayed chronologically.

How to enable (or disable) comments

By default, comments are enabled on new blogs. To control whether comments are
enabled or disabled, go to the Settings>Posts and Comments area of your Blogger
dashboard and scroll down to the Comments section.

/ I;E View blog aAmanda Kennedy ~
My blogs My New Blog * Settings » Posts and comments L
" Template Comments

Select how you would like comments to be displayed

Comment Location ? Embedded ~

Posts and comments Who can comment? 2 Anyone - includes Ano Choose who an comment on your posts
Mobile and email @ Registered User - incit

- User with Google Accounts /

Language and _ Only members of this blog

formatting

Search preferences Comment Moderation 7 O Always Comment moderation settings
-/ Sometimes
@ Never

Other

Choose "Yes" if you would like to use Captcha

Show word verification 2 . .
Yes ¥ to avoid spammers abusing comments

Show Backlinks 7 Hide ~ === Show backlinks (see section below)

Here is an overview of the various settings for blog comments:

«  Comment location — select how comments will appear on post pages: Embed,
Full Page, Pop-up window or Hide

*  Who can comment? - Specify who can comment on your posts. The options range
from anyone (which means that anonymous users can comment without having to
sign in to any type of account first) to only members of the blog (ideal for private
team blogs)

+ Comment moderation - Decide if you'd like to always, sometimes, or never
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moderate comments. If you select "Always," you'll have the option to enter in an
email address where you can receive notifications that there are comments awaiting
moderation. If you select "Sometimes," you'll be prompted to specify how many
days old the post should be before it requires moderation.

* Show backlinks - Turning on this option will show all the URLs around the web that
link to your blog post. The URLs will be visible to both you and to the readers of
your blog (see below for more information about Backlinks)

« Comment Form Message — Type a message which will be displayed above the
comment form. This is a useful way of thanking readers for leaving comments, or to
explain about forms of comment moderation.

In order to disable comments on all pages of your site, simply choose Hide in the
Comment Location setting.

Tip: Selecting the “Word Verification” option helps thwart a good percentage of spam
from the comments section, but the only true way to ensure no spam comments appear
on your site is to moderate all comments.

Threaded Comments

To enable threaded comments, you need to ensure that:

1. The setting for comment form placement is embedded below post
2. The Blog Feeds setting is set to Full

The Blog Feeds setting can be found in the Settings>Other section of the Blogger
dashboard.

With these two settings configured, Threaded Commenting will be enabled for your blog,
allowing visitors to respond directly to each other.

Disable/enable comments on a per-post basis

If you would like to disable comments only on certain posts of your site, choose to edit
your post and click on the menu on the right side of the Post Editor to set post-specific
comment settings. Here you can choose among three options:

1. Allow

2. Don't allow, hide existing
3. Don't allow, show existing
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~ Post settings
% Labels
(Y) Schedule

¥ Location

4% Options
Reader comments

® Allow
O Don't allow, show existing
O Don't allow, hide existing

Compose mode

® Show HTML literally
O Interpret typed HTML
Line breaks

® Use <br> tag
(O Press "Enter” for line breaks

Done

Moderating comments

If you choose to moderate all comments for your blog, you can add an email address to
which comment notifications will be sent, You can then select to approve or delete the
comment.

When Comment Moderation is set to Sometimes, you can select how old posts need to
be for moderation to be active, but will not receive notifications by email.

The number of comments per blog which need to be moderated will display in the Blogger
dashboard when you first log in. This links directly to the comment moderation page where
you can view comments and select which to approve or delete.

You can also delete comments which have already been left by clicking the Waste icon

beneath each comment while logged into Blogger. From the linked page, you can choose
whether to temporarily or permanently delete the comment.
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* Temporarily deleting a comment will provoke the message “This comment has been
removed by the administrator” to appear in place of the original comment; the
original comment may be recovered.

*« Permanent deletion removes all trace of the comment and cannot be recovered.

Tip: Any links inserted into the comment body or as the linked name (when Who can
comment is set to Anonymous) are reconfigured as no-follow links. This prevents
link-love from your site being passed on to anyone attempting to manipulate links to
their site.

About Backlinks

Backlinks are a way of expanding the comments feature so that links to discussions on
other sites may be displayed alongside comments on a post.

To enable backlinks being displayed on your blog, go to Settings>Posts and Comments
in your Blogger dashboard and choose “Show” for the Show Backlinks option.

Once you have set up backlinks and others have linked to individual posts on your site,
you will be able to see a list of backlinks (along with a brief snippet of the linked page)
beneath the comments section on post pages:

Links to this post:

= v Goc '} rahi Blog Tm
Read this post. Good stuff there.
posted by Graham @ October 03,

e |
=]
o= |
LR

In similarity to post comments, backlinks may be disabled on a per-post basis by changing
the setting on the post editor for individual pages:
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~ Post settings
W Labels

(Y Schedule

§ Location

¥ Options

Reader comments

® Allow

) Don't allow

Backlinks

® Allow

) Don't allow

Compose mode

® Show HTML literally
() Interpret typed HTML
Line breaks

® Use <br> tag

() Press "Enter" for line breaks

Done

Backlinks are discovered by the link: operator of Google's Blog Search. This means there
may be a brief delay before a linking page is displayed in the Backlinks section of your
post pages.

Since Backlinks are generated “on the fly”, there is not the option to subscribe to new
backlinks in the same way we can subscribe to post comments. If you would like to be
notified of new backlinks, simply subscribe to the results of a query such as link:your-
blog-url.blogspot.com in Google Blog Search.
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Publish and Archive

Once you've published a post or two, you'll probably want to learn more about the
organisation of content in your blog. Let's revisit blog posting, learn about Pages, and
discover how our posts can be labelled and archived.

Blog posts revisited
You can edit an existing blog post in one of two ways:
* Click the Edit link which appears when hovering over a post in the Posts section of

the Blogger Dashboard
» Click the wrench icon which appears beneath a post when viewed in your browser

This will open up the post editing screen so you can edit and republish your post.

When you have written many blog posts, you can save time searching for an older item by
searching or filtering the posts which are displayed in the Posts section of your
dashboard:

» Filter by post status (All, Published or saved as Draft)
» Filter by label (see Publish and Archive for more information about Post Labels)
* Use the Search function

;’ I;E View blog a Amanda Kennedy -
Search posts in your blog

My blogs We Love Blogger - Posts > All (174) Alliabels v blog *

Search result for: blog

W - Publish Reverttodraft 1-25 of 102 1~ > 25 ~
i overview Select posts by label
Posts Poemaciones Amanda 2 442 02/02/2010
Choose Kennedy
All (174 which
Drat 2  Poststo
Lo Blogger Blogazine-An Amanda 1 325 17/01/2010
Published (172) Kennedy
|_D Pages Bleg Cuiit Amanda 1 174 16/01/2010
Kennedy
- Comments
c Stats Mercenary Design Amanda 1 245 14/01/2010
Kennedy
? Eamings
@ Layout Disperatul Amanda 0 173 14/01/2010
Kennedy
- . o
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Tip: In addition to editing, in the Posts section of the dashboard, you can also choose
to View, Share (on Google+) or Delete a single blog post.

Mass editing blog posts

You can choose to edit a number of posts at once by checking the box to the left of the
post title (or check the box at the very top to select all posts).

Once you have selected the posts you would like to edit, choose from one of the mass-
editing functions near the top of the page:

* Add a Label

* Publish (if the posts are currently draft)

» Save to Draft (when selected posts are currently published)

* Delete the selected posts (you will need to confirm before the deletion becomes

permanent)
;, I;E View blog aAmanda Kennedy -
My blogs We Love Blogger * Posts > All (174) Alllabels ~ &
Change the posts’ status
% ~ Publish Reverttodraft Delete selected 125 of 174 s e
posts
‘H‘ Overview New label...
Poe Amanda 2 442 02/02/2010
Posts About the Site g L Kennedy
bl Add a new or existing label y
o Art
Draft (2) v Blot Amanda 1 325 17/01/2010
Blogger News Kenned
Published (172) e )
v Erg Ble Amanda 0 175 [ 17/01/2010
|_D Pages Kennedy
Brown
- Comments
@€ stats ¥ Blo| BUSInesS Amanda 19 174 [ 16/01/2010
Kennedy
? Eamings Clean
[®] Layout Mel  ~oorful - Amanda 100 24500 14/01/2010
Kennedy

How to schedule blog posts

Blogger enables us to schedule a new blog post to be published on a specified time and

date. To do this, click the Schedule section in the right-hand column and select when you

would like your post to go live:
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a Amanda Kennedy -

We Love Blogger - Post  Just Great Film Save Preview Close
Compose  HTML "o F ~ T ~ Normal > B || L ||U |4 A~ Ay |Link| iz il 5 =~ = = 6 L ¥
- Post settings
@ Labels
(© Schedule
-~ Automatic

Set the publishing
time and date

Films For Life Season on Film 4

@ Set date and time
1131 PM

« Jul 2012 »
M T WTF S §
25 26 27 28 29 30 1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15

a0 4w an nnl n_ Lo e

posts which are Scheduled or Draft:

Tip: While viewing the Posts section of your blog dashboard, you can quickly identify

% - Publish Reverttodraft 1-25 of 175
Just Great Film Scheduled Amanda
Post status Kennedy
¥ Poemaciones Draft Amanda
Kennedy

1+ 3 25 -
0 0 19/07/2012
2 442 02/02/2010

You can also change the posting date and time of previously published posts by editing

and clicking the “Published On” section in the right-hand column.

Labelling blog posts

Labels are an easy way to categorise or tag blog posts. When writing or editing blog
posts, you can add labels easily by clicking the Labels section in the right-hand column.

www.bloggerbuster.com




42

¥ FO5L5ellngs

W Labels

Magazine, Typographic,

Sy [ o oy T ey
separate labels with commas

About the site, Art, Blogger News, Bl
ue, Brown, Business, Clean, Colorful,
Customization, Dark, Design, Editors
Picks, Fashion, Feminine, Fluid, Foo
d, Gallery, Green, Grid Layout, Grung
e, Health and BEeauty, Left Sidebar, M

Type each Label you would like to add, separated by a comma. Labels you have used in
previously published posts will appear beneath; you can click these to quickly add them to
your posts.

When you add Labels to a post, these will appear in the post-footer section beneath each
post. Each Label forms a link to a Label Search page, where all posts including the
selected label will appear in reverse chronological order.

4

™~ i i{ +1 | Recommend this on Google
Cats, Dogs, Giraffes
This helps readers quickly locate other content which may be relevant to their interests.
You can also add a Label Gadget to your blog in the Layout section of your site (see
Gadgets and the Blogger Layout). When choosing to add a Label Gadget, select whether

you would like it to display Labels in a list, or as a “Tag Cloud” in which commonly used
labels appear more prominently than those less used.
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.-/ Blogger

Configure Labels Choose to display "All" or
"Selected" Labels

Title Labels
L
Show All Labels Selected Labells
Selected labels: 39 of 39 edit
Sorting ® ' Alphabetically By Freguency
Display List ® Clo Display as a list or as

a "Tag Cloud"
¥ Show number of posts per label

Bl o | e

Check the Labels you want
to appearin your gadget
Select labels to show

39 of 39 labels selected - Select: all, none
" About the site (4)
¥ Art(13)

v Blogger Mews (1)
¥ Blue (19)

¥ Brown 4)

¥/ Business (3)

¥' Clean (49)

¥ Colorful (27)

¥ Customization (3
' Dark (35)

¥ Design (29)

" Editors Picks (52)
' Fashion (1)

¥ Feminine (11)

¥ Fluid (1)

¥ Food (3)

v Gallery (?6)
Done

Creating Post Summaries
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If you write long blog posts, you may not want the whole post to be displayed on non-item
pages. Blogger offers a Jump Link feature which allows us to choose how much of a post
to display. This has the benefits of:

* Preventing too much visual space being taken up on index pages

* Creating an enticing summary prompting readers to click through and read the
whole article

Jump Links can be added easily through the Post Editing page. Simply write your post as
usual, then place your cursor at the place where you would like the post to be
summarised. Then click the Jump Link icon to insert a dashed line into your post.

a-m-;zzzss;

Continue writing your blog post and publish as normal. All content which appears below
the Jump Link line will only be displayed on item pages.

Another Update

Wednesday, 2 May 2012

This is the greatest case of false advertising I've seen since
| sued the movie "The Never Ending Story.” Get ready,

skanks! It's time for the truth t‘rju'i.r;!','

Selected post content to display

Another Update

Wednesday, 2 May 2012

This is the greatest case of false advertising I've seen since
| sued the movie "The Never Ending Story.” Get ready,
skanks! It's time for the truth train!

More text which appears after the jump break. Marge, you
being a cop makes you the man! Which makes me the
woman — and | have no interest in that, besides
occasionally wearing the underwear, which as we
discussed, is strictly a comfort thing. Aaah! Natural light!
Get it off me! Get it off me! S o,

/ MOEB Q +1 | Recommend this on Google The entire post is displayed
- ) on the post item page
Filed under: Blogger, Image
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By default, the text “Read More” is displayed for jump links. You can customize this text to
display your own wording by editing the Blog Posts gadget in the Layout section of your
dashboard:

- Blogger

Configure Blog Posts Alter this text to change the
' i wording of Jump Links

Main Page Qptions

Number of posts on main page: 1 osts J

Post page link text: Read more »

Creating Static Pages

Blogger Pages are standalone pages which are linked to from your blog, usually by means
of a Pages gadget in your Layout.

You may want to create static pages for your blog for purposes like:

* An “About” page
* Acontact page, featuring a contact form; address, or phone number
* FAQs, or links to relevant sites

To create a Static Page, navigate to the Pages section of your Blogger dashboard and
choose to create a new Blank Page
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ﬂ Amanda Ke
My New B|0g . F'élgf- About Save Preview Close

Compose  HTML Ll F ~ 1I' ~ MNormal + B 7 U & A~ S~ Link s Wl =

CEE6L ¥B

It is a long established fact that a reader will be distracted by the readable content of a page when ~ Page settings
looking at its layout. The point of using Lorem Ipsum is that it has a more-or-less normal distribution of
letters, as opposed to using 'Content here, content here', making it look like readable English. Many #F Options

desktop publishing packages and web page editors now use Lorem Ipsum as their default model text,
and a search for 'lorem ipsum' will uncover many web sites still in their infancy. Various versions have
evolved over the years, sometimes by accident, sometimes on purpose (injected humour and the like).
Create and edit Static Pages as though they were blog posts

Only basic options are available here
when editing Static ages

You can then compose a new page in much the same way as publishing a blog post.

The Page Editor has fewer options available in the right-hand column since there is no
requirement to display Labels, Location or Publishing Date.

When you publish a Static Page for the first time, you will be prompted to add a Page List
gadget to your Blogger Layout. You can choose to add this gadget as Top Tabs (beneath
the Header section), in the Sidebar, or not to display at all (in which case you'd need to
manually link to pages in a gadget or blog post).

Pages which you have created will appear in a list on the Pages section of the dashboard.
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, I;E View blog

My blogs My New Blog - Pages

Create a new page (or link to

/ another URL)
New page

ﬁ Overview
Pages Show pagesas  Toptabs -

|;E Posts

. Home

FPages )

b Published pages

W comments will appear in this
section

€ stats About
(Ej Eamings
@ Layout

To edit the Page List gadget, navigate to the Layout section of the dashboard and click
the relevant Edit link. This will enable you to re-order links in the gadget and select which
Page links you would like to display.

Configuring Blog Archives

When publishing with Blogger, the most recent posts will appear on the home page. You
can set how many recent posts will appear on the home page by editing the Blog Posts
gadget in the Layout section of your dashboard.

- Blogger

Configure Blog Posts

Set number of posts (or days' worth of posts)
to appear on index pages

Main Page Options /

Mumber of posts on main page: 7 Fosts S

Post page link text: Read more » e

On all index pages of your site, links to Older Posts and Newer Posts will appear at the
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bottom of the Blog Posts section. This takes readers to the next (or previous) page with
the set number of posts appearing on the page.

Adding an Archives Gadget

As we saw Gadgets and the Blogger Layout, you can add a Blog Archive gadget to your
blog sidebar or footer section. Links produced in this gadget lead to pages of blog posts
corresponding to the archived time period

- Blogger

Configure Blog Archive
Change the title of your Blog Archive gadget

How to display

Title Blog Archive archive links
Style ® | Hierarchy Flat List Drop-down Menu
Options | Show Post Titles
Show Oldest Posts First Select archive
frequency

Archive Frequency '® Monthly “® Weekly Daily

Date Format Year: | 2006 ¥ | Month: | January ¥
¥ 2006
¥ May
Post Title 1 This example
Post Title 2 «#== demonstrates how a
Post Title 3 "heirarchical| archive
Breview Pgst Title 4 gadget displays links
> April
> February
> January
¥ 2005
» December
» Movemnber
Cancel Remove

To add a Blog Archive Gadget, go to the Layout section of your dashboard and choose
to add an Archives gadget in the place you would like it to appear.
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You can choose to archive your blog posts by Month (the most common choice among
bloggers!), Weekly or Daily. Your choice will depend on the frequency (and timely
relevance) of your blog posting schedule.

Select the format of your gadget, which determines how Archive page links will be
displayed, and decide on the date format (this can be different to your choice for displaying
the “Date Header” on Blog Posts).

Once you have saved your gadget, it will appear in your blog when viewed in a browser.
Archive pages are automatically generated for you.
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Share your blog

By using Blog Feeds and Social Media Integration, we can share the content of our
blogs with a wider readership, offering more ways for readers to keep up with new posts
than simply visiting your site.

What are Blog Feeds?

You may already be familiar with the term RSS Feed. A site feed is a machine-readable
representation of your blog that can be picked up and displayed on other web sites and
information aggregation tools. RSS is a type of site feed; by default Blogger produces
Atom feeds which is a similar format.

Special pieces of software called feed readers, news readers, or aggregators can scan
your site feed, and automatically let your readers know when your blog has been updated.
An example of such software is Google Reader, which you can use with your Google
Account.

Site Feeds available in Blogger

In addition to the regular feed of Blog Posts, there are also feeds generated for:

*  Comments (site-wide) if comments are enabled
* Per-post comments
» Label feeds (similar to Post feeds, but includes only posts using a particular label)

How to configure Site Feeds

It is possible to configure settings for your blog feeds in the Settings>Other section of the
Blogger dashboard.

Here, you can select how much of your content you want to syndicate. "Full" will put the
entire content of each post in your site feed, while "Short" only includes an excerpt from
the beginning of each post. Select "Until Jump Break" to show all post content before your
jump break.

The "None" option turns your site feed off entirely.
For more advanced options, you can select "Custom." In this section you'll see options for
three different types of feeds. Each option has the same "Full," "Short," and "None" setting

choices.

*Blog posts: This is the same as the original, "Allow Blog Feed" option.
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Comment feed: This will contain all comments made on all posts on your blog.
*Per-post comment feed: With this option, each individual post will have its own
site feed, containing only its own comments.

Site feed

Allow Blog Feed 2

Custorn -
Blog Posts Feed Full ~
Blog Comment Feed Full ~

Per-Post Comment Feeds Full -

Note: If you want to display threaded comments on your post pages, be sure to set the
main Blog Posts Feed to Full.

Make it easy for readers to “Subscribe” to your site feed

Most modern browsers can automatically detect if a site feed is present and enable the
means for readers to subscribe. However, it is much more preferable to offer an easy way
for visitors to subscribe to your updates, such as adding a subscription gadget or
enabling readers to sign up for email updates.

Blogger offers a simple Subscription Links gadget in the Layout section of the Blogger
dashboard. This produces links to both the Blog Posts and (site wide) Comments feeds.
Visitors can use these links to subscribe to site feeds in their favourite feed reader.

3 SUbSCI’ip‘tiOI‘I Links Available for Dynamic Views
ﬁ Let your readers easily subscribe to your blog with popular feed readers

By Blogger

You can also add a Subscribe by Email gadget, which is ideal for those unfamiliar with
site feeds, or who prefer to read updates in a more manageable digest. This service is
powered by Feedburner (which is also operated by Google). You can read more about
syndicating your blog feeds using Feedburner here.

When you chose to add a Follow by Email gadget, you can change the title and specify
the Feedburner URL you would like to use for your site:
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3561 X 376

=*Blogger

Configure Follow By Email

Change the gadget title

Title Follow by Email /

FeedBurner URL http://feeds.feedbumer.com/blogspot/VTxBWY

This feed has beefhgreated using FeedBumer and is
owned by: akaalanarmiyes @ googlemail.com

View stals and leam more. Specify the Feedburner URL

you would like to use
Cancel Back

Help readers share vour posts using Social Media

Blogger makes it easy for readers to share your posts on their favourite social media
platforms by enabling Share buttons for your blog posts which appear in the Post Footer
section.

Parents' Evening - 21st June 2012

Saturday, 2 June 2012

Details of parents evening, just a sample post.
Read more »
Share buttons which appear beneath

=
,f et | l{ +1 | Recommend this on Google all l:rlng posts

Filed under: Blogger, Education Template

You can choose whether or not to display these buttons by editing the Blog Posts gadget
in the Layout section of your Blogger dashboard.
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Show Email Post Links % g« Enable readers to send links to your
posts by email

v Show Share Buttons  [M][B)][=][E| € +1
- Enable share
v Location: New York, New York, USA buttons for posts

Those using Dynamic Templates will find Google+, Twitter and Facebook buttons along
with share counts for each service.

This beautiful and unusual design features interesting mouseover effects on the home page (the notebooks make way
for links to blog categories) and excellent choice of typography.

More text appears here, after the jump-break.
Social Media share buttons, with share counts

Visit Poemaciones
Posted 2nd February 2010 by Amand dy
Labels: Typographic, Colorful, DggeetT Magazine, Editors Picks
B0 W Tweet |0 ELike < 0

View comments
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Howdol...?

Here are answers to some common questions you may have about extending and
customising your Blogger site.

...add blogs to my Reading List?

The Blogger Reading List enables you to read updates from your favourite blogs right in
your Blogger dashboard. It is conveniently located beneath the list of blogs you manage
and is instantly updated each time a new post is published on a blog you are following.

Reading List » Add blogs to foll

& Add from URL + Add

2 Import from Google
Reader

Following option Follow publicly as Amanda Kennedy - Learn more

Cancel

To add new blogs to your reading list, simply click the Add button in the left hand side and
type the URL of a blog you would like to follow, or choose to import blogs from Google
Reader. You can opt to “follow” blogs publicly or privately.

To manage blogs in your reading list, simply click the Settings Icon at the top right of the
Reading List section.

...earn money from my blog?

It is very easy to integrate Google AdSense and Affiliate Ads with Blogger right from the
Blogger Dashboard!

Click on the Earnings tab to get started. You'll need to sign into your AdSense account or
set up a new one. Once approved, you'll be able to choose where to place AdSense ads in
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your blog (between posts, in the blog sidebar, both or none).
You can also choose to sign up as a Publisher for Google Affiliate Ads. Once you've

approved the terms and conditions, you'll see a new Advertise Products gadget in the
post editor. You can use this to insert relevant links or full ads into your blog posts.

Another option is to insert ad codes from third party advertising networks into an
HTML/JavaScript widget in your blog's Layout.

...upload a favicon?

Favicons are small icons you see beside some URLs in your address bar. By default, new
blogs will display an orange Blogger icon.

You can upload a custom favicon in the Layout section of the dashboard by choosing to
edit the Favicon gadget in the top right-hand corner.

Choose a square image which is less than 100kb in size; it will automatically be resized
and saved at the root of your domain, replacing the default Blogger favicon.

...improve SEQO and generate more traffic?

SEO (Search Engine Optimisation) helps increase traffic to your blog and connect your
content with the intended audience. For more background on SEO, read through this
article in the Webmasters Help Center, and be sure check out their free SEO Starter Guide

(PDF) which | recommend highly!

Blogger provides advanced options to manage search engine preferences. Most SEO
options can be found in the Settings>Search Engine Preferences section of the Blogger
dashboard, including:

*Description

*Custom Page Not Found
*Custom Redirects
*Custom robots.txt

*Custom robots header tags

Other options, such as image properties and header tags, are located in the Post Editor.

Note: Keep in mind that incorrect settings can result in unintended consequences! If
you are new to SEQO, be sure to only work on the aspects you are comfortable with.

In depth information on Blogger's SEO preferences can be found in the Blogger Help
Center.
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...keep tabs on my blog's statistics?

The Stats section of the Blogger dashboard helps you keep track the visitors to your site.

/ I;E View blog a Amanda Kennedy -
|'\;'|\J._,r b|;:;g5 My New B|0g © Stat 13 Jul 2012 00:00 - 19 Jul 2012 23:00 C Mow Day Week Month  All time -n-
Pageviews today 46
* Overview Pageviews yesterday 3
B Posts 15
Pageviews last month 83
|_D Pages
W comments Pageviews all time history 83
l:: ven .'ie.'. .
Posts Traffic Sources
Posts
Traffic sources Entry Pageviews Entry Pageviews
Audi Poemaciones 6 http:/fwww.cultek.com/link/link.asp. .. 3
udience
2 Feb 2010, 2 comments http://my-new-blogger-blog.blogspo. .. 1
(T;' Eamings http://my-new-blogger-blog.blogspo. .. 1
[ R—

Here you can check:

* The number of page views your blog receives

* Popular posts

» Traffic sources

* Visitor information

* Link through to Google Analytics for in-depth information about your blog statistics

...add a stat counter to my blog?

A simple Blog's Stats counter can be added to your sidebar or footer in the Layout
section of your dashboard.
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- Blogger

Configure Stats Widget

Title Total Pageviews
Time period All Time v
St 111,654
o M. 111,654
(4l4l4alelc] Al
T a——
EIEIEI-E!I

Style options ° AJ‘L‘-"‘-

Black Transparent White Transparent

Cancel Back

You can select the style of counter you would like to display, along with the time-frame you
would like the gadget to cover.

..edit the Blogger Navbar?

The Navbar is available in several colours, and is configured in the Layout section of the
Blogger dashboard. Just click the "Edit" link on the Navbar page element and select the
style you prefer.

If you would like to remove the navbar altogether, follow the instructions on this page.

...backup my blog posts?

It is good practise to back up your Blogger posts periodically. You can export your entire
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catalogue of blog posts or import the contents of another Blogger site in the
Settings>Other section of your Blogger dashboard.

Your posts will be saved as a Blogger Export File (.xml) which you can save as a backup
to your computer hard drive or import into another site.

...backup my Blogger template?

If you have made extensive customisations to your site, you may want to backup your
template before experimenting with a new template or changing design settings.

To do this, navigate to the Design section of the Blogger dashboard and click the
Backup/Restore button near the top of the page.

From here, you can choose to save your existing template as a backup or restore a
previously saved design.

..post by email?

Using the Mail-to-Blogger feature, you can post to your blog using any email client. To set
this up, you will need to set up a secret email address in the Settings>Mobile and Email
section of your Blogger dashboard.

: Your secret-words
Email Your username /
Posting using email 7 username. {@blogger.com

' Publish email immediately

' Save emails as draft post :
@ D Choose whether to publish
% Disabled

or save to draft

Your secret email address will consist of your username (which you use to log into your
Google account) followed by Secret Words which you can set.

Important: you must ensure your email posting address is kept secret as anyone able
to use this address will be able to post to your site!

Select whether to Publish email immediately or Save emails as draft post to edit or
approve before publishing.

Once you have saved your settings, any email which is sent to your secret posting address
will be published or saved as a draft post to your blog.

Posts sent by email can be sent as raw text or rich HTML (which will be formatted
according to the CSS styles applied to your posts). To include images in posts sent by
email, simply attach the images to your email and they will be published at the top of the
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post.
Unfortunately, we can't yet attach Labels to posts sent by email which are automatically

published. If you need to label posts sent as email, set these to save as draft then add
Labels through the post editor when logged into your Blogger dashboard.

...send posts using my mobile phone?

In addition to sending posts by email using a mobile device, there are two additional
methods you can use:

1. Send (short) posts as SMS/MMS
2. Use a smartphone application (for Android or Apple devices)

To post to an existing blog using your mobile phone, go to Settings>Mobile and
Email in your Blogger dashboard and click the Add Mobile Device link under the Mobile
section. Then follow the steps given to post to your site using either MMS or SMS.

Mobile and email » Add mobile device

e SeNd the verification code which will appear here

MMS SMS

256447 (BLOGGR)
go@blogger.com

\ Updates when you have linked Close

a mobile device

1

You can also create a new blog by sending an MMS to go@blogger.com. This creates a
new mobile blog for you, and you should receive both notifications and a verification code
sent to your phone.

If you would like to claim your blog at a later date, you can log in to your mobile blog at
go.blogger.com using the verification code sent to your phone and either merge your posts
with an existing blog or develop your “moblog” as a standalone site.

www.bloggerbuster.com


http://go.blogger.com/
mailto:go@blogger.com

60

Tip: visit this page on the Blogger help site for a helpful video and more information

about mobile blogging.

Android and Apple apps for Blogger offer a more advanced system of blogging on the go.
Using these apps you can write posts with rich content, including photographs taken with
your smartphone, your location and post labels.

To get started, download the appropriate app for your device:

Official Android App for Blogger
Official iPhone/iPad app for Blogger

riy s - =

New Zealand trip
2:47 PM

Calligraphy class
2:45 PM japan
View from Masada
2:45 PM trip

Temple visit
2:45 PM japan

Hong Kong: city view at night
2:44 PM hong kong

Midnight squid fishing in HK
3/21/11

Swimming in the Dead Sea

f
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Once you've downloaded your app and run it for the first time, you'll be prompted to log in
to your Google Account. After this, you will be able to manage all blogs associated with this
account including creating, publishing and saving posts to draft.

...configure my blog for mobile devices?

In the Template section of the Blogger dashboard, you will be able to configure how your
blog will be displayed on hand-held devices. Click the settings icon beneath the “mobile”
preview of your site and select “Yes” to enable a mobile version of your site.

Template » Choose mobile template

On mobile devices, show a mobile version of your curment template.

2 ¥es. Show mobile template on mobile devices. Select "Yes™" to
- No. Show ' ' enable a mobile
. version of your site
Choose mobile template B]OQQEI‘
Default -
Simple

Preview how
your site
will appear

:

Choose the style you
prefer to be displayed

You can choose from one of the preset styles, or select Custom if you would like Blogger
to make a mobile template based on the customisations you have made for your main
template.

...use a custom domain?

Blogger offers two free publishing options for your blog: hosting on Blogspot
(example.blogspot.com) and hosting on your own custom domain (www.example.com or
foo.example.com). You can change your publishing option at any time, and your content
will always remain unaltered regardless of which of these options you choose.
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To use a custom domain for your blog, choose from one of the following two options:

1. Purchase a domain name through Blogger (the easy option)
2. Use a domain name you have purchased elsewhere (more advanced, but often
cheaperl!)

It is much easier to purchase a custom domain directly through Blogger as all important
settings will be configured for you. Currently custom domains cost $9.99 USD per year.

If you already own your own domain name or would like to purchase one more cheaply,
choose to set up your own custom domain.

Tip: Many domain name providers offer discount codes which you can easily find using
a Google Search. My personal preference is using GoDaddy as domains can often be
purchased for just a few dollars per year.

To purchase a custom domain through Blogger, or find detailed instructions for set-up by
domain provider, visit this link on the Blogger Help site.
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Where to find out more about using
Blogger

Blogger for Beginners was written to provide an overview of basic Blogger functionality for
those new to using the platform.

Here are links to some useful websites and resources which can help you extend your
blog and knowledge of the Blogger platform.

Official Blogger Channels

* The Blogger Help Center - Includes pages of useful information about all aspects
of using the platform

* Blogger Product Forum — Post questions if you need help and discuss all aspects
of the Blogger platform

* BloggerHelp YouTube Channel — Find useful video tutorials about using Blogger

» Blogger Known Issues — Includes details of any known issues affecting the
platform. A useful first stop for the odd occasion when something goes wrong.

* Blogger on Google+ - Where posts about Blogger news, updates and forthcoming
features can be discovered

» Blogger Buzz — The official Blogger blog!

* Blogger Developers Network — For those developing applications and extended
uses for Blogger

Although it is not possible to contact the Blogger team directly, you can check out the
Contact Policy page to find out where best to get help for your particular needs. You might
also want to check out Blogger's Terms and Conditions, Privacy Policy and Content Policy.

Independent Sites

Several Blogger developers publish tips and tutorials for Blogger. Here are links to the
independent Blogger help sites you may find useful for extending your knowledge of
Blogger:

» Blogger Buster — Established in 2007, this site features many useful tutorials for
customising your Blogger template; articles about using the platform, and the latest
Blogger news. You can also find many free and premium templates.

* The Real Blogger Status — Operated by Nitecruzer (a veritable legend in the
Blogger Help Group), this site offers excellent advice about dealing with Blogger-
related problems, publishing issues and general Blogger news.

» Blogger Tricks — Tips and tutorials for Blogger users, with many free templates
available

* Blogger Plugins — Quality Blogger tutorials, tips and gadgets
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Southern Speakers — An excellent resource for those using Dynamic Views
templates

Blogger Stop — Innovative widgets, customisations and templates
LeBlogger — A French language blog (easily translated if required) featuring a
plethora of useful tutorials and Blogger news

Blogger Xpertise — A growing resource of Blogger tips, useful scripts and the
occasional Blogger template

Btemplates — The premier resource for free Blogger templates
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Back Matter

Coming Soon
100 Ways with Blogger

Want to learn how to get the most from your Blogger site? Featuring 100 stand-alone
tutorials, this ebook will help you learn how to improve your design, extend your blog and
reach a wider audience.

Find out how to:

» Create a simple slideshow of your images

» Use Blogger as a newsletter service

* Publish your portfolio with Blogger

* Create a simple website for your business

* Integrate your blog with social media

* Make money by selling goods and services from your site

And much more!
100 Ways with Blogger offers useful guidance for anyone choosing Blogger as their
publishing platform, with tutorials suitable for those just starting with the platform in

addition to advanced guides.

Be sure to subscribe to Blogger Buster or follow on Google+ for updates on the release of
this new book.

Release date: TBA

About the author

Amanda Kennedy has extensive experience of using the Blogger platform (dating as far
back as 2003), and is best known as the author of Blogger Buster — a resource site for
those using Google Blogger (est. 2007). Amanda has written several ebooks about Google
Blogger and currently resides in the UK with her family and numerous cats.

You can read more about Amanda on her personal site or find her on Google+, Twitter and
Facebook.
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Comments? Suggestions?

Feel free to contact Amanda with any comments or suggestions about this ebook by
emailing amanda@bloggerbuster.com

www.bloggerbuster.com

66



	Blogger for Beginners
	Contents
	Introduction
	About Blogger
	About this guide

	Getting Started
	Create your blog
	The Blogger Dashboard

	Writing your first blog posts
	Adding links
	Inserting images
	Blogger's Lightbox Feature

	Add Video to your Posts
	Publish or save to draft?
	Sharing posts to Google+

	Permissions and privacy
	Making your blog private
	Adding authors and administrators

	Customize your blog
	Choose a base template 
	Backgrounds and colour schemes
	Sidebars and Footer Columns (or not!)
	Adjust the widths of your blog and sidebar(s)
	Advanced Template Design Options
	Using Dynamic Views
	Classic
	Flipcard
	Magazine
	Mosaic
	Sidebar
	Snapshot
	Timeslide
	To use a dynamic views template for your blog...


	Gadgets and the Blogger Layout
	Editing elements in the layout section
	Adding new gadgets to the sidebar and footer sections
	Commonly used Blogger gadgets
	Adding third party gadgets 

	Comments and backlinks
	How to enable (or disable) comments
	Threaded Comments
	Disable/enable comments on a per-post basis
	Moderating comments
	About Backlinks

	Publish and Archive
	Blog posts revisited
	Mass editing blog posts
	How to schedule blog posts
	Labelling blog posts 
	Creating Post Summaries
	Creating Static Pages
	Configuring Blog Archives
	Adding an Archives Gadget 


	Share your blog
	What are Blog Feeds?
	Site Feeds available in Blogger
	How to configure Site Feeds
	Make it easy for readers to “Subscribe” to your site feed
	Help readers share your posts using Social Media

	How do I...?
	...add blogs to my Reading List?
	...earn money from my blog?
	...upload a favicon?
	...improve SEO and generate more traffic?
	...keep tabs on my blog's statistics?
	...add a stat counter to my blog?
	...edit the Blogger Navbar?
	...backup my blog posts?
	...backup my Blogger template?
	..post by email?
	...send posts using my mobile phone?
	...configure my blog for mobile devices?
	...use a custom domain?

	Where to find out more about using Blogger
	Official Blogger Channels
	Independent Sites

	Back Matter
	Coming Soon
	100 Ways with Blogger

	About the author
	Comments? Suggestions?



