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AUTHOR’S NOTE

The initial inspiration for this book stemmed from a robust political debate
between me and my two adult sons. Wanting to make my case from the
Founders' perspective, I dashed to my bookshelf to peruse books on the
Founding, soon returning with a stack, each with a piece of the answer. We
spent hours that night, as we often do, discussing the affairs of the day and
how the Founders would speak to those issues.

Following that conversation, and for my own edification, I determined it
would be easier to reference the Founders’ ideas if I could pull them from a
single source. Having the most relevant words of the Founders in one place
would both equip me for the next political discussion with my sons, and
inform my public speaking on the topic.

A few months later I gave a presentation on the founding ideals in the
words of the Founding Fathers at the Western Conservative Summit in
Colorado. Following the positive response, it dawned on me that the
presentation of the Founders’ words in the form of a speech needed to be a
book. I needed to write a relatable and relevant book to a modern audience
that could also serve as a single resource for the Founders’ thoughts and the
principles — in their own words.

From my home office in Woodstock, Georgia, I set out to collect and collate
the most relevant texts from the Founders’ speeches, essays, letters, and the
Federalist Papers, weaving them into a tapestry of a speech that builds and
develops as a narrative. I knew it would take time, but I did not expect to be
pulled into a two-year immersion of their texts and, even more surprisingly,
into the words of those who inspired them, as well as many they inspired in



the generations that followed. But to tell the full story of America, and of
the enlightenment of which they were a part, and through which their
promise of equality was eventually kept, I needed to include them all. I
needed to hear — and wanted to make accessible — the relevance of all of
their words to our issues today, as if the Founders had together visited
modern-day America, and reconvened to compose a single speech that
would recall America to its founding principles.

As I crafted The Founders' Speech to a Nation in Crisis, I imagined the
readers as an audience, standing in the back of a town hall meeting, or
sitting in a church pew listening intently as the Founders’ speech was
delivered. I pictured "Scribe," as I eventually called him, at the front of the
church, narrating the Founders’ words with passion, as though speaking
them for the first time.

To help the reader follow the speech, I have enumerated and italicized the
author of each text in a superscript citation for immediate attribution.
Several texts have been mildly curated to support the narrative, for pronoun
consistency, and for modern usage standards.

While this book illustrates how the Founding Fathers agreed on the core
principles of liberty, it also digs into the disagreements of the Constitutional
Convention, as well as the threats of tyranny that soon challenged our
fledgling nation in the ensuing years, and continue to challenge our nation
to this day. And thus my purpose for this book is to bring to life the ethos
and principles of America's founding while reminding us of who we are as
Americans — as a nation of citizens with a common history, as a people
with a faith-rooted belief in virtue, and as patriots with a shared
commitment to liberty. My hope is that Americans may once again revere
the miracle of our nation’s founding, that we might once again unite around
our shared American creed, E pluribus unum: Out of many, one.





 

INTRODUCTION

1 GEORGE WASHINGTON The citizens of America, abounding with all the
necessaries and conveniences of life, are now acknowledged to be
possessed of absolute freedom and independence. They are from this period
to be considered as the actors on a most conspicuous theater which seems to
be peculiarly designated by Providence for the display of human greatness
and felicity. Here they are not only surrounded with everything which can
contribute to the completion of private and domestic enjoyment, but Heaven
has crowned all its other blessings by giving a fairer opportunity for
political happiness than any other nation has ever been favored with.

The foundation of our empire was not laid in the gloomy age of ignorance
and superstition, but at an epoch when the rights of mankind were better
understood and more clearly defined than at any former period. The free
cultivation of letters, the unbounded extension of commerce, the
progressive refinement of manners, the growing liberality of sentiment, and
above all, the pure and benign light of Revelation, have had ameliorating
influence on mankind and increased the blessings of society. At this
auspicious period, the United States came into existence as a nation, and if
their citizens should not be completely free and happy, the fault will be
entirely their own.

Such is our situation, and such are our prospects; but notwithstanding the
cup of blessing is thus reached out to us, notwithstanding happiness is ours,
if we have a disposition to seize the occasion and make it our own. Yet it



appears to me there is an option still left to the United States of America,
that it is in their choice, and depends upon their conduct whether they will
be respectable and prosperous, or contemptible and miserable as a nation.
This is the time of their political probation. This is the moment when the
eyes of the whole world are turned upon them. This is the moment to
establish or ruin their national character forever. For it is yet to be decided,
whether the Revolution must ultimately be considered as a blessing or a
curse — a blessing or a curse not to the present age alone, for with our fate
will the destiny of unborn millions be involved.

2 JAMES MADISON It has ever been the pride and boast of America, that the
rights for which she contended were the rights of human nature. By the
blessings of the Author of these rights on the means exerted for their
defense, they have prevailed against all opposition, and formed the basis of
our independent states.

In this view the citizens of the United States are responsible for the greatest
trust ever confided to a political society. If justice, good faith, honor,
gratitude, and all the other qualities which enable the character of a nation
and fulfill the ends of government be the fruits of our establishments, the
cause of liberty will acquire a dignity and luster which it has never yet
enjoyed, and an example will be set which cannot but have the most
favorable influence on the rights of mankind. If on the other side, our
governments should be unfortunately blotted with the reverse of these
cardinal and essential virtues, the great cause which we have engaged to
vindicate will be dishonored and betrayed; the last and fairest experiment in
favor of the rights of human nature will be turned against them, and their
patrons and friends exposed to be insulted and silenced by the votaries of
tyranny and usurpation. 3 GEORGE WASHINGTON  And regretted would it be
were we to neglect the means and to depart from the road which Providence



has pointed us to so plainly. Indeed, I cannot believe it will ever come to
pass.



 

PROLOGUE

SCRIBE Through a cosmic stroke of Providence, the Founding Fathers have
been transported across space and time to deliver one final service to their
country. The Founders have been called to survey the state of America
today and recall its people to their founding principles through the crafting
of a single speech.

Once again, they stand outside Independence Hall in Philadelphia. The
intervening years have changed its gardens. The flag on its pole has
noticeably more stars. And where once its backdrop was clear sky, now
buildings of glass and concrete pull the eye.

The Hall itself, however, appears unchanged, its red brick unfaded, its white
window casings untarnished.

All of this, together with the beauty of the day, is taken in by the Founders.
Respectfully I follow, selected as their humble Scribe, as they enter the Hall
by ones and twos — some deep in thought, some in private conversation —
stepping once again toward the Assembly Room.

Quietly, I listen to them discuss all they have surveyed: our schools and
communities, churches and culture, and economy and governments. Some
speak with more energy than others. Some with more awe. But all are equal
parts amazed at society’s progress, and disturbed at the loss of its liberties.

Their conversations trail off as they file into the Assembly Room, pausing
as a group to take in the fond familiarity of the room. Tables and chairs fill



it. Cloth drapes partially cover the windows. Twin fireplaces flank the far
wall covered in rich ivory paper and clean white molding.

“Just as it was so long ago,” Alexander Hamilton, his blue eyes shining with
restrained emotion, says in deferential tones. He looks toward the high
ceiling and adds, “Not even the chandelier has changed.”

"And yet,” Thomas Jefferson — tall, stately and staid, as in his prime —
counters, “so much else has.”

The seven men continue to stand. They consider the weight of Jefferson’s
words as they contemplate their surroundings, its history, and their place in
both.

“The power man has achieved over matter,” Franklin marvels, his eyes
staring out the nearest window — and at the inconceivably tall buildings
they frame. “The engineering alone… truly I was born too soon,” he
finishes with a smile at the group.

“You worked your marvels enough,” Samuel Adams ribs. “Let these
inventors have their day too.”

Franklin’s grin grows sheepish. Then, his eyes sharpen as he focuses again
on the task at hand. “Gentlemen,” he says, “it is for us to write something
this generation will read. To say something they will hear.”

“To that I must object,” Hamilton, offended, argues. “The Constitution and
Federalist Papers are certainly worth reading.”

“No duel with me, Mr. Hamilton,” says Franklin. “I only mean to note that
this generation of Americans has clearly read neither. So it is for us to reach
them, as we did their forefathers so long ago.”

Hamilton considers Franklin’s words before offering a begrudging, “Sadly,
I must agree.” At that cue, each of the seven men move to their historic



chairs.

Mr. Washington stands alone on the raised platform at the front of the room,
his statuesque physique as commanding as ever. He moves behind the dais’s
long table. His hand rests briefly on the back of his mahogany chair, on the
sun-shaped crest which Franklin had once described as a rising sun. He then
looks out fondly at his fellow compatriots, and when he sits most follow
suit.

Some remain standing though, including John Adams. Before speaking, he
surveys the room from above the dark rims of his glasses. “So much that
must be said, gentlemen.”

“And you would say it better than any, Mr. Adams,” Jefferson responds. His
chair — a traditional sack-back Windsor — creaks as he eases himself into
it.

The discussion begins in earnest then, words exchanged almost faster than
I, their Scribe, can write.

James Madison, noticeably shorter and thinner than the rest of the group,
leans with his elbows on his own chair’s armrests, clears his throat, and
waits for all eyes to fall on him. “This speech, gentlemen,” he says with
clipped, determined, though quiet words, “must be from all of us. One
voice. United.”

Before he’s even finished, Mr. Hamilton, from his place across the room,
agrees. “Of course, but not only in our words, but also in the words of the
great minds who preceded us, and perhaps from those who followed…”

“Yes yes,” John Adams, with his infamous impatience, says. “Those
generations who followed must be heard. So many sacrificed so much that
all might be free.”



“I presume, Mr. Adams, you refer to our civil war,” Jefferson replies with
biting wit. The room grows quiet as everyone tries to discern whether he
means those differences between Adams and himself or the horrible conflict
none in the room had lived to see. Jefferson flashes a smile to his old friend
and rival, softening his words. “And I agree. They must be heard. Many
generations now of patriots have watered the tree of liberty with their
blood…”

“The foremost question, gentlemen,” Mr. Franklin interrupts. His gray eyes,
discomfortingly steady, fall in turn on everyone in the room — even me,
their Scribe. “Is not who should be heard, but where to start.”

“The Revolution,” Samuel Adams says emphatically. His eyes quickly scan
the room as if daring anyone to argue. “We must remind the people of the
blood spent to purchase their liberty.”

“Agreed, Mr. Adams,” his cousin John says with placating nods. “Though
not only the War of Independence, but also the revolution in the hearts of
the American people.”

“That must be said, surely,” Mr. Madison acknowledges. The rest of the
room quiets to hear his words. “But we must start, gentlemen, with the
development of Common Law and the philosophical genius that preceded
our Constitution.”

“Naturally,” Mr. Hamilton says, taking to his feet and crossing the room to
stand next to Madison and count him an ally. “The people must understand
the rule of law and our system of checks and balances…”

“Gentlemen,” Washington interrupts. “If I may?” He looks over the room
and, taking their quiet for assent, stands.

Those still sitting respectfully take their feet.



John Adams breaks the lengthening silence. “And what are your thoughts,
Mr. Washington?” he asks.

With all eyes on him, and the Rising Sun Chair beside him, Washington
reaches into the breast pocket of the blue wool uniform he’d taken to later
in life. “I humbly beseech you, gentlemen,” he says with certain authority,
laying his Bible on the table, “to consider beginning here.”

The room remains quiet. Each man is deep in thought.

“Of course,” Jefferson says in his understated tones. “The God-given rights
of mankind.”

“The foundation of the rule of law,” Madison follows.

Contentious even in agreement, John Adams adds, “What I see, gentlemen,
is the virtue of the people.”

Mr. Washington steps in, “All true, gentlemen. But first we must remind the
people of the spark of divinity within each of them, the dignity bestowed by
the benevolent Creator on every human soul. We start in the beginning.”

Again, a quiet fills the room as Washington’s words sink in.

And again, it’s Jefferson who speaks first. “Of course. The beginning,” he
says, his eyes lost in thought. Then he turns to me and formally asks, “Sir,
will you be so kind as to help us record this speech?” With a wry smile at
Mr. John Adams, his friend and rival, he adds, “I would hate for anyone
again to complain of my handwriting.”

Everyone chuckles — Adams the hardest — as they gather round to begin
their work.

Pen in hand, I set to continue taking down their words, but am restrained by
a hand on my shoulder.



“Not so fast, young man,” Mr. Washington says. “For without His blessing,
we would not have come this far.”

I sheepishly set down my pen and lower my chin as Mr. Washington
reminds us in prayer of whose blessings we enjoy.

Over the hours that follow, the Founding Fathers quote philosophers from
generations past, friends from their own time, and writings from the great
minds of the few generations who followed them.

Disagreement enters the room but exits just as quickly, as does despair. But
their passion never wavers, and the hope always returns for the future of the
nation they founded and love.

We work with a deep sense of urgency, quotes rolling off their tongues so
fast I can barely keep up. And just as the midnight oil burns, the Founding
Fathers complete their speech and depart as suddenly as they arrived. And
so my friends, my fellow guardians of liberty, it is my great honor as their
Scribe, to present the heartfelt emanations of the Founding Fathers; The
Founders’ Speech To A Nation In Crisis.



CHAPTER ONE

 

LIBERTY

1 GENESIS 1:27 God created man in His own image; in the image of God He
created him; male and female He created them. 2 JEREMIAH 1:5 Before I
formed you in the womb, I knew you, and before you were born, I
consecrated you. 3 ISAIAH 49:15-16 I will not forget you! Behold, I have
engraved you on the palms of My hands.

4  JOHN 3:1-2 What kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be
called children of God; and so we are. Beloved, we are God's children. 5 2

TIMOTHY 1:7 And God gave you a spirit, not of fear but of power and love
and self-control. 6 2 CORINTHIANS 3:17 And where the Spirit of the Lord is
there is liberty. 7 LEVITICUS 25:10 So proclaim liberty throughout all the land
unto all inhabitants thereof, 8 LUKE 6:31 and do unto others as you would
have them do unto you.

9 THOMAS JEFFERSON The God who gave us life, gave us liberty at the same
time. 10 ALEXANDER HAMILTON And God has constituted an eternal and
immutable law, which is indispensably obligatory upon all mankind, prior
to any human institution whatever. This is what is called the law of nature.
Upon this law depends the natural rights of mankind.

11 THOMAS JEFFERSON Under the law of nature, we are all born free, every one
comes into the world with a right to their own person, which includes the
liberty of moving and using it at their own will. This is your personal liberty
and is given to all of us by the Author of nature. 12 PATRICK HENRY All of



mankind is by nature free and independent, and each has certain inherent
rights. 13 SAMUEL ADAMS Among the natural rights of man are first, a right to
life; secondly, the right to liberty; and thirdly, the right to property, all
together with the right to defend them in the best manner we can.

14 FREDERIC BASTIAT Life, liberty, and property do not exist because men have
made laws. On the contrary, it was the fact that life, liberty, and property
existed beforehand that caused men to make laws in the first place. 15

THOMAS JEFFERSON A free people claim their rights, as derived from the laws
of nature, and not as the gift of their chief magistrate; 16 DECLARATION OF

INDEPENDENCE To assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and
equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them.
17 HENRY WARD BEECHER For the real democratic American idea is, not that
every person shall be made level with every other person, but that every
person shall have liberty to be what God made them, without hindrance.

18 FREDERIC BASTIAT And what is this liberty, whose very name makes the
heart beat faster and shakes the world? Is it not the union of all liberties —
liberty of conscience, of education, of association, of the press, of travel, of
labor, of trade?

19 THOMAS JEFFERSON Rightful liberty is unobstructed action according to our
will within the limits drawn around us by the equal rights of others. 20

THOMAS PAINE Liberty is the power to do everything that does not interfere
with the rights of others. 21 JAMES MADISON Liberty is that dominion which
one man claims and exercises over the external things of the world, in
exclusion of every other individual.

A man’s land, or merchandise, or money is called his property. In its larger
and juster meaning, liberty embraces everything to which a man may attach
a value and have a right, and which leaves to everyone else the like



advantage. A man has a property in his opinions and the free
communication of them; in his religious opinions, and in the profession and
practice dictated by them; in the safety and liberty of his person; and in the
free use of his faculties and free choice of the objects on which to employ
them. In a word, as a man is said to have a right to his property, he may be
equally said to have a property in his rights.

22 JAMES FENIMORE COOPER Liberty leaves to the citizen freedom of action,
and of being. It is the right to pursue happiness in your own manner.
Individuality is the aim of political liberty — 23 RALPH WALDO EMERSON the
significance of the individual; the grandeur of duty; the power of character;
being a man of truth, master of his own actions; not in any manner
dependent and servile. Forever wells up in man the impulse of choosing and
acting in his soul. 24 ROBERT INGERSOL What light is to the eyes — what air is
to the lungs — what love is to the heart, liberty is to the soul of man.

25 ALEXANDER HAMILTON There is certain enthusiasm in liberty that makes
human nature rise above itself, in acts of bravery and heroism. 26 WILLIAM

PITT This is the glorious spirit of millions in America, who prefer poverty
with liberty to gilded chains, and who will die in defense of their rights as
men, as free men.

27 THOMAS JEFFERSON This was the object of the Declaration of
Independence. Not to find out new principles, or new arguments, never
before thought of, not merely to say things which had never been said
before; but to place before mankind the common sense of the subject, in
terms so plain and firm as to command their assent, and to justify ourselves
in the independent stand we were compelled to take. It was intended to be
an expression of the American mind.



28 JOHN ADAMS What do we mean by the American Revolution? Do we mean
the American war? The Revolution was affected before the war
commenced. The Revolution was in the minds and hearts of the people, a
change in their religious sentiments, of their duties and obligations. This
radical change in the principles, opinions, sentiments, and affections of the
people was the real American Revolution.

29 ABRAHAM LINCOLN It is not the guns of our war steamers, or the strength of
our gallant and disciplined army that is the bulwark of our liberty and
independence. Not even the Constitution and the Union are the primary
cause of our great prosperity, though we could not have done it without
these. No, there is something behind all of these, entwining itself more
closely about the human heart. That something is the principle of liberty to
all — the principle that clears the path for all; gives hope to all; and, by
consequence, enterprise and industry to all. It is the preservation of the
spirit which prizes liberty as the heritage of all men, in all lands,
everywhere.

30 DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE We hold these truths to be self-evident, that
all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness.

31 JOHN QUINCY ADAMS The Declaration of Independence was the first solemn
declaration, by a nation, of the only legitimate foundation of civil
government. It was the cornerstone of a new fabric, destined to cover the
surface of the globe. It demolished at a stroke the lawfulness of all
governments founded upon conquest. It swept away all the rubbish of
accumulated centuries of servitude. It announced in practical form to the
world the transcendent truth of the inalienable sovereignty of the people. It
stands, and must forever stand, alone — a beacon on the summit of the



mountain, to which all the inhabitants of the earth may turn their eyes for a
genial and saving light. So long as this planet shall be inhabited by human
beings, so long as man shall be of a social nature, so long as government
shall be necessary to the great moral purposes of society, so long as it shall
be abused to the purposes of oppression, the Declaration will stand a light
of admonition to the rulers of men, a light of salvation and redemption to
the oppressed; for it will hold out to the sovereign and to the subject the
extent and the boundaries of their respective rights and duties, founded in
the laws of nature and of nature's God.

32 ABRAHAM LINCOLN Our fathers brought forth, upon this continent, a new
nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men
are created equal. 33 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN Our cause is the cause of all
mankind. 34 JOHN ADAMS Our principles of liberty are as universal and
unalterable as human nature. 35 ABRAHAM LINCOLN Our reliance is not in
armies; it is in the love of liberty which God has planted in our hearts. 36

PHILLIS WHEATLEY For in every human breast, God has implanted a principle,
which we call love of freedom; it is impatient of oppression, and it pants for
deliverance.

37 W.E.B. DUBOIS I believe in liberty for all men: the space to stretch your
arms and your souls, the right to breathe and the right to vote, the freedom
to choose your friends, enjoy the sunshine, and ride on the railroads,
uncursed by color, thinking, dreaming, working as you will in a kingdom of
beauty and love. 38 SAMUEL ADAMS Just and true liberty — equal and impartial
liberty: This is what all men are clearly entitled to by the eternal and
immutable laws of God and nature. 39 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN And God grant that
not only the love of liberty but a thorough knowledge of the rights of man
may pervade all the nations of the earth, so that a philosopher may set foot
anywhere on its surface and say: “This is my country.”



40 PATRICK HENRY Liberty, the greatest of all earthly blessings - give us that
precious jewel, and you may take everything else. 41 WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON

Liberty for each. Liberty for all. Liberty forever.



CHAPTER TWO

 

CONSCIENCE

1 SAMUEL ADAMS The civil magistrate has everywhere contaminated religion
by making it an engine of policy: and freedom of thought and the right of
private judgment, in matters of conscience, driven from every other corner
of the earth, directed their course to this happy country as their last asylum.

2 GEORGE WASHINGTON In this land, the light of truth and reason has
triumphed over the power of bigotry and superstition, that every person
may here worship God according to the dictates of their own heart; that an
individual's religious tenets will not forfeit the protection of the laws; 3
JAMES MADISON that religion, or the duty which we owe to our Creator, and
the manner of discharging it, can be directed only by reason and conviction,
not by force or violence; 4 GEORGE WASHINGTON that every man, conducting
himself as a good citizen, and being accountable to God alone for his
religious opinions, ought to be protected in worshiping the Deity according
to the dictates of his own conscience;  5 JAMES MADISON that the civil rights of
none shall be abridged on account of religious belief or worship, nor shall
the full and equal rights of conscience be in any manner, or on any pretext
infringed; 6 THOMAS JEFFERSON that to compel a man to furnish the
contributions of money for the propagation of options which he disbelieves
and abhors is sinful and tyrannical!

7 THOMAS JEFFERSON Our rulers can have authority over our natural rights
only as we have submitted to them. The rights of conscience we never



submitted — we could not submit. We are answerable for them only to
God! 8 GEORGE WASHINGTON God alone is the Judge of the hearts of men!

9 JOHN ADAMS Let the pulpit resound with the doctrines and sentiments of

religious liberty! Let us hear the danger of thralldom1 to our consciences
from ignorance, extreme poverty, and dependence — in short, from civil
and political slavery. Let us see delineated before us, the true map of man
— let us hear the dignity of his nature. Let it be known that our liberties are
not the grants of princes or parliaments, but original rights, agreed on as
maxims and established as preliminaries even before a parliament existed.

10 JOHN WITHERSPOON There is not a single instance in history in which civil
liberty was lost and religious liberty preserved entire. If therefore we yield
up our temporal property, we at the same time deliver our conscience into
bondage. 11 THOMAS JEFFERSON Thus no provision in our Constitution ought
to be dearer to man than that which protects the rights of conscience against
the enterprises of civil authority. 12 THOMAS JEFFERSON For Constitutional
freedom of religion is the most inalienable and sacred of all human rights!
Therefore, 13 FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION (PARTIAL) Congress shall
make no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof.

SCRIBE And yet, a paradox. 14 EDMUND BURKE For freedom without virtue is
not freedom but license to pursue whatever passions prevail in the
intemperate mind. 15 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN Only a virtuous people are capable
of freedom. As nations become corrupt and vicious, they have more need of
masters.

16 EDMUND BURKE Men are qualified for civil liberty in exact proportion to
their disposition to put moral chains on their own appetites; in proportion as
their love of justice is above their greed; in proportion as their soundness



and sobriety of understanding is above their vanity and arrogance; and in
proportion as they are more disposed to listen to the counsels of the wise
and good, in preference to the flattery of knaves. Society cannot exist unless
a controlling power upon will and appetite be placed somewhere, and the
less of it there is within, the more there is without. For it is ordained in the
eternal constitution of things that men of intemperate minds cannot be free.
Their passions forge their chains. 17 ABRAHAM LINCOLN And we cannot expect
a reversal of human nature, which is God’s decree, and can never be
reversed.

18 JAMES MADISON Some among us infer that there is not sufficient virtue
among men for self-government, and that nothing less than the chains of
despotism can restrain them from destroying and devouring one another. 19

JOHN ADAMS But I believe human nature itself is evermore an advocate for
liberty — that there is in human nature a resentment of injury, an
indignation against wrong, a love of truth and a veneration of virtue — that
people are capable of understanding, seeing, and feeling the differences
between true and false, right and wrong, virtue and vice. These amiable
passions are the “latent spark” in each of us. 20 ABRAHAM LINCOLN These are
the better angels of our nature.

21 JAMES MADISON So I ask, is there no virtue among us? If there be not, we
are in a wretched situation. No theoretical checks — no form of government
can render us secure. To suppose that any form of government will secure
liberty or happiness of a people without any virtue is a chimerical idea. For
I go on this great republican principle, that the people must have virtue and
intelligence to select men of virtue and wisdom.

22 GEORGE WASHINGTON And let us with caution indulge the supposition that
virtue and morality can be maintained without religion. Whatever may be
conceded to the influence of refined education, reason and experience both



forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion of
religious principle. 23 GEORGE WASHINGTON Of all the dispositions and habits
which lead to political prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable
supports. In vain would that man claim the tribute of patriot who should
labor to subvert these great pillars of human happiness, these firmest props
of the duties of men and citizens.

24 GEORGE WASHINGTON Can it be, that Providence has not connected the
permanent felicity of a nation with its virtue? 25 GEORGE WASHINGTON Let it
simply be asked: Where is the security for property, for reputation, for life,
if the sense of religious obligations desert our oaths in courts of justice? 26

THOMAS JEFFERSON How can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when
we have removed their only firm basis, a conviction in the minds of the
people that these liberties are a gift of God?

27 ABRAHAM LINCOLN We have been preserved these many years in peace and
prosperity. We have grown in numbers, wealth, and power, as no other
nation has ever grown. But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the
gracious Hand which preserved us in peace, and multiplied and enriched
and strengthened us; and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of
our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom
and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become
too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace,
too proud to pray to the God that made us. 28 CHARLES DICKENS Like some
wise men, who, learning to know each planet by its Latin name, we have
quite forgotten such small heavenly constellations as charity, forbearance,
universal love, and mercy, although these constellations shine by night and
day so brightly that the blind may see them; but looking upward at the
spangled sky, they see nothing there but the reflection of their own great
wisdom and book-learning. People of the world, so busy in thought, turning



their eyes towards the countless spheres that shine above them, reflect only
the images their minds contain.

29 JOHN ADAMS If a new order of things has commenced, it behooves us to be
cautious, that it may not be for the worse. If the abuses of Christianity can
be annihilated or diminished, and a more enjoyment of the right of
conscience introduced, it will be well; but this will not be accomplished by
the abolition of Christianity and the introduction of Grecian mythology, or
the worship of modern heroes or heroines, by erecting statues of idolatry to
reason or virtue, to beauty or to taste. It is a serious problem to resolve,
whether all the abuses of Christianity, even in the darkest ages, when the
Pope deposed princes and laid nations under his interdict, were ever so
bloody and cruel, ever bore down the independence of the human mind with
such terror and intolerance, or taught doctrines which required such implicit
credulity to believe, as the present reign of pretended philosophy in France.

30 EDMUND BURKE What sort of a thing must be a nation of ferocious and
sordid barbarians, destitute of religion, honor, or manly pride, possessing
nothing at present, and hoping for nothing hereafter? Their liberty is not
liberal. Their science is presumptuous ignorance. Their humanity is savage
and brutal. 31 JOHN ADAMS  Hence, they could never be governed but by force
since neither virtue, prudence, wisdom, nor anything else sufficed to
restrain their passions.

32 EDMUND BURKE True religion is the foundation of society. When that is
once shaken by contempt, the whole fabric can be neither stable nor lasting.
33 DANIEL WEBSTER And all the miseries and evils which men suffer from;
vice, crime, ambition, injustice, oppression, slavery and war, precede from
their despising or neglecting the precepts contained in the Bible.



34 THOMAS JEFFERSON To the corruptions of Christianity I am opposed; but
not to the genuine precepts of Jesus himself. I am a Christian in the sense in
which he wished any one to be; sincerely attached to his doctrines in
preference to all others. 35 JOHN ADAMS For I have examined all religions, as
well as my narrow sphere, my straightened means, and my busy life would
allow; and the result is that the Bible is the best book in the world. It
contains more philosophy than all the libraries I have seen.

36 JOHN ADAMS Suppose a nation of people in some distant region should
regulate their conduct by the precepts of the Bible. Every member would be
obliged in conscience, to temperance, frugality, and industry; to justice,
kindness, and charity toward his fellow men; and to piety, love, and
reverence toward Almighty God. What a utopia, what a paradise, would this
region be.

SCRIBE But when the people neglect the precepts of the Bible, 37 DANIEL

WEBSTER when the public mind becomes vitiated and corrupt, laws are a
nullity and constitutions are but wastepaper. 38 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN For when
the people become corrupted, they will need a despotic government, being
incapable of any other.

39 JOHN ADAMS  We have no constitutional government armed with power
capable of contending with human passions unbridled by morality and
religion. Corruption, revenge, ambition, or envy will break the strongest
cords of our Constitution as a whale goes through a net. Our Constitution
was made only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to
the government of any other.

40 SAMUEL ADAMS My fellow citizens, a general dissolution of principles and
manners will more surely overthrow the liberties of America than the whole
force of a common enemy. 41 JOHN ADAMS The only foundation of a free



Constitution is pure virtue, and if this cannot be inspired into the people in a
greater measure than they have it now, then we may change our rulers and
the forms of government, but we will not obtain a lasting liberty! 42 SAMUEL

ADAMS For once the people lose their virtue, they will be ready to surrender
their liberties to the first external or internal invader! Our liberty will not
long survive the total extinction of morals!

43 PATRICK HENRY Reader! Whoever you are, remember this, and in your
sphere, practice virtue yourself and encourage it in others. 44 GEORGE

WASHINGTON Labor to keep alive in your breast that little spark of celestial
fire called conscience. 45 PHILIPPIANS 4:7-8 Whatever is true, whatever is
noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
admirable — if anything is excellent or praiseworthy — think about such
things.

46 TECUMSEH When you rise in the morning, give thanks for the light, for
your life, for your strength. Give thanks for your food and for the joy of
living. If you see no reason to give thanks, the fault lies in yourself.

47 THOMAS JEFFERSON Set a resolution, not to be shaken, never to tell an
untruth. For falsehood of the tongue leads to that of the heart, and in time
depraves all its good dispositions. 48 PROVERBS 4:23 And above all else, guard
your heart, for everything you do flows from it.

49 ABIGAIL ADAMS To be good, to do good — this is the whole duty of
mankind comprised in a few words. 50 MICAH 6:8 And He has shown you, O
mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act
justly; to love mercy; to walk humbly with your God; 51 MATTHEW 5:16 to let
your light shine before men; 52 THOMAS JEFFERSON to love your neighbor as
yourself, and your country more than yourself; 53 IMMANUEL KANT to live your
life as though your every act were to become a universal law; 54 BENJAMIN



FRANKLIN to give to your enemy, forgiveness; to an opponent, tolerance; to a
friend, your heart; to your child, a good example; to a father, deference; to
your mother, conduct that will make her proud of you; to yourself, respect;
to all, grace and charity; 55 GEORGE WASHINGTON to entertain a brotherly
affection and love for one another, for your fellow citizens of the United
States at large, and particularly for your brethren who have served in the
field, and finally, that He would most graciously be pleased to dispose us all
to demean ourselves with that charity, humility, and pacifying temper of
mind which were the characteristics of the Divine Author of our blessed
religion, and without a humble imitation of whose example in these things,
we can never hope to be a happy nation.

SCRIBE A french diplomat traveled to America, and upon his return, wrote: 56

ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE I sought for the greatness and genius of America in
her harbors and her ample rivers, and it was not there; in her fertile fields
and boundless prairies, and it was not there; in her rich mines and her vast
world commerce, and it was not there. Not until I went to the churches of
America and heard her pulpits aflame with righteousness, did I understand
the secret of her genius and power. America is great because she is good,
and if America ever ceases to be good, America will cease to be great.



CHAPTER THREE

 

AGENCY

1 THOMAS PAINE When I contemplate the natural dignity of humanity, the
honor and happiness of its character, I become irate at the attempt to govern
mankind by force and fraud, as if we were all knaves and fools.

2 ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE In these systems, government stands above men as
an immense and tutelary power, which takes upon itself alone to secure
their gratifications, and to watch over their fate. That power is absolute,
minute, regular, provident, and mild. It would be like the authority of a
parent if, like that authority, its object was to prepare men for manhood; but
it seeks, on the contrary, to keep them in perpetual childhood. For their
happiness such a government willingly labors, but it chooses to be the sole
agent and the only arbiter of that happiness; it provides for their security,
foresees and supplies their necessities, facilitates their pleasures, manages
their principal concerns, directs their industry, regulates their property, and
subdivides their inheritances.

After having thus successively taken each member of the community in its
powerful grasp and fashioned him at will, the supreme power then extends
its arm over the whole community. It covers the surface of society with a
network of small complicated rules, minute and uniform, through which the
most original minds and the most energetic characters cannot penetrate, to
rise above the crowd. The will of man is not shattered, but softened, bent,
and guided; men are seldom forced by it to act, but they are constantly



restrained from acting. Such a power does not destroy, but it prevents
existence; it does not tyrannize, but it compresses, enervates, extinguishes,
and stupefies a people, till each nation is reduced to nothing better than a
flock of timid and industrious animals, of which the government is the
shepherd.

3 FREDERIC BASTIAT They would be the shepherds over us, their sheep. 4 ALEXIS

DE TOCQUEVILLE What remains, but to spare us the care of thinking and all
the trouble of living?

5 ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE A nation cannot long remain strong when every
person belonging to it is individually weak. No form or combination of
social polity has yet been devised to make an energetic people out of a

community of pusillanimous2 and enfeebled citizens.

6 THOMAS JEFFERSON Mankind by its constitution is naturally divided into
two parties: Those who fear and distrust the people and wish to draw all
powers from them into the hands of the elite. And those who identify
themselves with the people, have confidence in them, cherish and consider
them as most honest and trustworthy. In every country these two parties
exist; and in every one where people are free to think, speak, and write,
these two parties will declare themselves. SCRIBE And so we shall.

7 DANIEL WEBSTER Instead of dwelling in those caverns of darkness, instead of
groping with those ideas so full of all that is horrid and horrible, we come
out into the light of day; we enjoy the fresh air of liberty and union; we
cherish those hopes which belong to us; we devote ourselves to those great
objects that are fit for our consideration and our action. 8 DANIEL WEBSTER

Our aspirations are as high as our country’s certain destiny; our daily
respiration is liberty and patriotism; our veins are full of enterprise,
courage, and honor.



9 JOHN JAY We believe that the people are truly the sovereigns of the country,
but they are sovereigns without subjects — with none to govern but
themselves; that citizens of America are equal as fellow citizens, and as
joint tenants in their sovereignty.

10 GEORGE WASHINGTON We believe that a freeman, contending for liberty on
his own ground, is superior to any slavish mercenary on earth; 11 JAMES

WILSON that a man is capable of managing his own affairs and answerable
for his conduct toward others; 12 JOHN LOCKE that the most precious of all
our possessions is power over ourselves.

13 JOHN MILTON We believe that gratitude bestows reverence, changing
forever how we experience life and the world; 14 HENRY WARD BEACHER that a
thankful heart will find, in every hour, some heavenly blessings.

15 GEORGE WASHINGTON We believe that human happiness and moral duty are
inseparably connected; That your love of liberty — your respect for the
laws — your habits of industry — your practice of the moral and religious
obligations, these are our strongest claims to national and individual
happiness.

16 THOMAS JEFFERSON Our greatest happiness does not depend on the
condition of life in which chance has placed us. 17 ABRAHAM LINCOLN We do
not complain because rose bushes have thorns; we rejoice because thorn
bushes have roses! 18 GEORGE WASHINGTON For we know that happiness
depends more upon the internal frame of a person’s own mind than on the
externals of this world.

19 THOMAS JEFFERSON The happiest moments of our lives are those passed at
home in the bosom of our family, 20 ABIGAIL ADAMS seeing our family again
collected under our own roof, happy in ourselves, and blessed in each other.
21 THOMAS JEFFERSON For me, I had rather be shut up in a very modest



cottage, with my books, my family, and a few old friends, dining on simple
bacon, and letting the world roll on as it liked, than to occupy the most
splendid post which any human power can give. 22 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN For it
is the man and woman united that makes the complete human being, and
therefore the state in which you are most likely to find solid happiness.
Together they are more likely to succeed in the world. For man has not
nearly the value he would have in the state of union. He is an incomplete
animal; he resembles the odd half of a pair of scissors.

23 THOMAS JEFFERSON My friends, it is in the love of one’s family only that
heartfelt happiness is known. SCRIBE And when our families join together in
faith, 24 JOHN WINTHROP we have before our eyes, our commission and
community as members of the same body. 25 JOHN WINTHROP We knit
together as one; we entertain each other in brotherly affection; we uphold a
familiar commerce together in all meekness, gentleness, patience, and
liberality; we delight in each other, make others’ conditions our own, rejoice
together, mourn together, labor, and suffer together. 26 GEORGE WASHINGTON

We let our heart feel for the afflictions and distresses of everyone, and let
our hand give in proportion to our purse, 27 JOHN WINTHROP willingly
abridging ourselves of our supply, for the supply of others. 28 GALATIANS 3:28

For there is neither Jew nor Greek; there is neither slave nor free man; there
is neither male nor female; for all are one in Christ Jesus.

SCRIBE In describing the exceptional nature of the American people, the
French diplomat observed: 29 ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE I must say that I have
often seen Americans make great and real sacrifices to the public welfare;
and I have noticed a hundred instances in which they hardly ever failed to
lend faithful support to one another. The free institutions which the
inhabitants of the United States possess, and the political rights of which
they make so much use, remind every citizen, and in a thousand ways, that



they live in a society. They every instant impress upon a person’s mind the
notion that it is the duty as well as the interest of every citizen to make
themselves useful to their fellow creatures. Their hearts thus readily lean to
the side of kindness. For people attend to the interests of the public, first by
necessity, afterwards by choice; what was intentional becomes an instinct,
and by dint of working for the good of one's fellow citizens, the habit and
the taste for serving them are at length acquired.

30 ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE Americans create associations of a thousand kinds,
religious, moral, serious, futile, general or restricted, enormous or
diminutive: associations to give entertainments, to found seminaries, to
build inns, to construct churches, to diffuse books, to send missionaries to
the antipodes; in this manner they found hospitals, prisons, and schools;
each proposed to inculcate some truth, or to foster some feeling by the
encouragement of a great example. And in so doing, they form a society.
Wherever at the head of some new undertaking you see the government in
France, or a man of rank in England, in the United States you will be sure to
find an association of private citizens.

31 ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE In any community in this country, a citizen may
conceive of some need that is not being met. What does the citizen do?
They go across the street and discuss it with their neighbor. Then what
happens? A committee begins functioning on behalf of that need. All of this
is done by individuals on their own initiative.

32 THOMAS JEFFERSON Do you want to know who you are? Don't ask. Act!
Action will delineate and define you. 33 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN Either write
something worth reading or do something worth writing. 34 BOOKER T.

WASHINGTON If you want to lift yourself up, lift up someone else. 35 JOHN

QUINCY ADAMS Find that mission you can give yourself over to, and then



spend your days moving that mission forward. You are made so that when
anything fires your soul the impossibilities vanish!

36 JOHN QUINCY ADAMS My fellow citizens, your individual liberty is your
individual power, and as the power of a community is a mass compounded
of powerful individuals, the nation whose people enjoys the most freedom
will be, in proportion to its numbers, the most powerful nation on earth. 37

JAMES MADISON For we stake the whole future of American civilization, not
upon the power of government, far from it. We stake the future of American
civilization upon the capacity of mankind for self-government.

38 JOHN ADAMS A Constitution founded on these principles introduces
knowledge among the people and inspires them with a conscious dignity
becoming freemen; a general emulation takes place, which causes good
humor, sociability, good manners, and good morals to be general. That
elevation of sentiment inspired by such a government makes men brave and
enterprising. That ambition, which is inspired by it, makes them sober,
industrious, and frugal.

39 THOMAS JEFFERSON What inheritance so valuable can man leave to his
posterity as this? That men may be trusted to govern themselves without a
master; 40 ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE that the health of a nation, of a democratic
society, may be measured by the quality of functions performed by private
citizens; 41 THOMAS JEFFERSON that our Declaration of Independence may be
to the world the signal arousing men to burst the chains under which
monkish ignorance and superstition had persuaded them to bind themselves,
and to assume the blessings and security of self-government.



CHAPTER FOUR

 

KNOWLEDGE

1 JOHN ADAMS Without wishing to damp the ardor of curiosity or influence
the freedom of inquiry, I will hazard a prediction that, after the most
industrious and impartial researches, the longest liver of you will find no
principles, institutions, or systems of education more fit in general to be
transmitted to your posterity than those you have received from your
ancestors. SCRIBE Let us, therefore, consider the Founders’ forebears.

2 JOHN ADAMS The early Adventurers, so often mentioned, had an utter

contempt of all hereditary indefeasible3 right — the Lord’s anointed — and
the divine miraculous original of government, with which the priesthood
had enveloped the feudal monarch in clouds and mysteries. They knew that
government was a plain, simple, intelligible thing founded in nature and
reason and quite comprehensible by common sense. They detested all the
base services and servile dependencies of the feudal system. They knew that
no such unworthy dependences took place in the ancient seats of liberty, the
Republic of Greece and Rome. They thought all such slavish subordinations
were equally inconsistent with the constitution of human nature and that
religious liberty, with which Jesus had made them free.

They saw clearly that popular powers must be placed as a guard, a control,
a balance, to the powers of the monarch and the priest in every government,
or else it would soon become a great and detestable system of fraud,
violence, and usurpation. Their greatest concern seems to have been to



establish a government of the church more consistent with the scriptures,
and a government of the state more agreeable to the dignity of human
nature, than any they had seen in Europe — and to transmit such a
government down to their posterity, with the means of securing and
preserving it, forever.

3 THOMAS JEFFERSON History, by apprising us of the past, enables us to judge
the future; it avails us of the experience of other times and other nations; it
qualifies us as judges of the actions and designs of men; and it enables us to
know ambition under every disguise it may assume — and knowing it, to
defeat its views.

4 JOHN JAY I consider knowledge to be the soul of a republic. 5 GEORGE

WASHINGTON For to the security of a free Constitution, knowledge
contributes by teaching the people themselves to know and to value their
own rights, to discern and provide against invasions of them, to distinguish
between oppression and the necessary exercise of lawful authority. 6 THOMAS

JEFFERSON For a well-informed citizenry is the best defense against tyranny.

7 ALEXANDER HAMILTON The safety of a republic depends essentially on the
energy of a common national sentiment; on a uniformity of principles and
habits; on the exemptions of the citizens from foreign bias and prejudice;
and on a love of country. 8 GEORGE WASHINGTON The name of “American,”
which belongs to you, in your national capacity, must always exalt in you a
just pride of patriotism. For you are citizens by birth or choice of this
common country, a country that has a right to concentrate your affections.

9 HENRY WARD BEECHER When I see a nation's flag, I see not the flag only, but
the nation itself; the government, the principles, the truths, the history
which belongs to the nation that sets it forth. 10 HENRY WARD BEECHER If
anyone asks me the meaning of our flag, I say to him — it means just what



Concord and Lexington meant; what Bunker Hill meant: which was, in
short, the rising up of a valiant, young people against an old tyranny to
establish the most momentous doctrine that the world has ever known —
the right of individuals to their own selves and to their liberties.

11 THOMAS JEFFERSON I know no safe depository of the ultimate powers of the
society but the people themselves; and if we think them not enlightened
enough to exercise their control with a wholesome discretion, the remedy is
not to take it from them but to inform their discretion by education. 12 JOHN

JAY For without learning, men are incapable of knowing their rights, and
where learning is confined to a few people, liberty can be neither equal nor
universal.

13 JAMES MONROE It is only when the people become ignorant and corrupt,
when they degenerate into a populace, that they are incapable of exercising
their sovereignty. Usurpation is then an easy attainment, and a usurper soon
found. The people themselves become the willing instruments of their own
debasement and ruin.

SCRIBE To those who would usurp the sovereignty of the people, 14

ALEXANDER HAMILTON the fundamental source of all your errors, sophisms,
and false reasonings, is a total ignorance of the natural rights of mankind.
Were you once to become acquainted with these, you could never entertain
a thought, that all men are not, by nature, entitled to a parity of privileges.
You would be convinced, that natural liberty is a gift of the beneficent
Creator, to the whole human race; and that civil liberty is founded in that;
and cannot be wrested from any people without the most manifest violation
of justice. For civil liberty is only natural liberty, not a thing dependent on
human will and caprice; but is innate and agreeable to the constitution of
man, as well as necessary to the well-being of society.



15 JAMES MADISON If we the people mean to be our own governors; we must
arm ourselves with the power which knowledge gives. 16 JOHN ADAMS Let us,
therefore, tenderly and kindly cherish the means of knowledge. Let us dare
to read, think, speak, and write. Let us become attentive to the grounds and
principles of government. Let us study the law of nature; search into the
spirit of the Constitution; read the histories of ancient ages; contemplate the
great examples of Greece and Rome, and study our great ancestors who
have defended for us the inherent rights of mankind against foreign and
domestic tyrants and usurpers; against arbitrary kings and cruel priests; in
short, against the gates of earth and hell. Let us examine into the nature of
that power and the cruelty of that oppression which drove the Adventurers
from their homes. Recollect their amazing fortitude, their bitter sufferings!
The hunger, the nakedness, the cold, which they patiently endured! Let us
recollect the civil and religious principles and hopes and expectations which
constantly supported and carried them through all hardships, and patience
and resignation! Let us recollect it was liberty! The hope of liberty for
themselves and us and ours, which conquered all discouragements, dangers,
and trials! In such researches as these let us all cheerfully engage as proper
patrons and supporters of law, learning, and religion.

Let us be informed of the mighty struggles and numberless sacrifices made
by our ancestors in defense of freedom. Let us search for the foundations of
laws and government in the frame of human nature, in the constitution of
the intellectual and moral world. There let us see that truth, liberty, justice,
and benevolence, are its everlasting basis. Let the colleges join their
harmony in the same delightful concern. Let every declamation turn upon

the beauty of liberty and virtue, and the deformity, turpitude4, and
malignity of slavery and vice. Let us research the grounds and nature and
ends of government, and the means of preserving the good and demolishing



the evil. Let the dialogues and all the exercises become the instruments of
impressing on the tender mind, and of spreading and distributing, far and
wide, the ideas of right and the sensations of freedom.

17 JOHN ADAMS My friends, I study politics and war, that my children may
have liberty to study mathematics and philosophy. My children study
mathematics and philosophy, geography, natural history and naval
architecture, navigation, commerce, and agriculture in order to give their
children a right to study painting, poetry, music, architecture, statuary,
tapestry, and porcelain.

18 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN Truth be told, the rapid progress of the sciences makes
me regret sometimes that I was born so soon. For it is impossible to imagine
the height to which it may be carried in a thousand years through the power
of man over matter. O, that moral sciences were in as far a way of
improvement, that men would cease to be wolves to one another, and that
human beings would at length learn what they now improperly call
humanity.

19 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN At my father’s table he liked to have, as often as he
could, some sensible friend or neighbor to converse with, and always took
care to start some ingenious or useful topic for discourse which might tend
to improve the minds of his children. By this means he turned our attention
to what was good, just, and prudent in the conduct of life.

20 JOHN ADAMS It should be your care, therefore, and mine, to elevate the
minds of our children and exalt their courage; to accelerate and animate
their industry and activity; to excite in them a habitual contempt of
meanness, abhorrence of injustice and inhumanity, and ambition to excel in
every capacity, faculty, and virtue. If we suffer their minds to grovel and
creep in infancy, they will grovel all their lives!



21 NOAH WEBSTER Every child in America should be acquainted with their
own country. Children should read books that furnish them with ideas that
will be useful to them in life and practice. As soon as they open their lips,
they should rehearse the history of their own country. They should lisp the
praise of liberty, and of those illustrious heroes and statesmen who have
wrought a revolution in her favor: they should read essays on the settlement
and geography of America; they should know the history of the late
Revolution and of the most remarkable characters and events that
distinguished it, and the principles of the federal and state governments.
Systems of education should be adopted and pursued which may not only
diffuse a knowledge of the sciences but may implant in the minds of the
American youth the principles of virtue and of liberty and inspire them with
just and liberal ideas of government and with an inviolable attachment to
their country.

22 SAMUEL ADAMS Such an education will enlarge their powers of mind, and
prompt them impartially to search for truth in the consideration of every
subject that may employ their thoughts. 23 JAMES MADISON For we must be
cultivators of the human mind, the manufacturers of useful knowledge, the
agents of the commerce of ideas, the teachers of the arts of life, 24 JAMES

FENIMORE COOPER the lovers of truth — not the mere love of facts expressed
by true names and dates, but the love of that higher truth, the truth of nature
and principals.

25 ABIGAIL ADAMS My friends, learning is not attained by chance; it must be
sought for with ardor and attended to with diligence. 26 THOMAS JEFFERSON

Be bold in the pursuit of knowledge! 27 IMMANUEL KANT Sapere aude! Dare to
know! Have the courage to use your own intelligence. 28 FRANCIS BACON

Seek the knowledge of causes, the bounds of human empire, and the
effecting of all things possible. 29 RALPH WALDO EMERSON Explore, and



explore, and explore! 30 FREDERICK DOUGLASS For education means
emancipation! It means light and liberty! It means the uplifting of the soul
of man into the glorious light of truth, the light by which men can only be
made free!

31 THOMAS JEFFERSON Citizens, if our nation expects to be ignorant and free,
in a state of civilization, it expects what never was, and never will be.



CHAPTER FIVE

 

SPEECH

1 JOHN ADAMS In the earliest ages of the world, absolute monarchy seems to
have been the universal form of government. Kings exercised a cruel
tyranny over the people. Rulers governed through fear — there were no
citizens, only subjects beholden to the ruler. 2 THOMAS PAINE Hither have they
fled, not from the tender embraces of the mother, but from the cruelty of the
monster.

3 THOMAS PAINE O, ye that love mankind! Ye that dare oppose, not only the
tyranny, but the tyrant, stand forth! Every spot of the old world is overrun
with oppression. Freedom hath been hunted round the globe. Asia, and
Africa, have long expelled her. Europe regards her like a stranger, and
England hath given her warning to depart. 4 THOMAS PAINE O! Receive the
fugitive and prepare in time an asylum for mankind.

SCRIBE And an asylum they created. For in the United States, 5 JAMES

MADISON the First Amendment protects our right to think what we like and
say what we please. And if we the people are to govern ourselves, we must
have these rights, even if they are misused by a minority.

6 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN Freedom of speech is a principal pillar of a free
government. It is the right of every human being, as far as it does not hurt
the right of another; this is the only check it ought to suffer and the only
bounds it ought to know. 7 HENRY WARD BEECHER For there is tonic in the
things that men do not love to hear. Free speech is to a great people what



the winds are to oceans, and where free speech is stopped, miasma5 is bred,
and death comes fast.

8 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN Printers are educated in the belief, that when men differ
in opinion, both sides ought equally to have the advantage of being heard
by the public. For when truth and error have fair play, the former is always
an overmatch for the latter. SCRIBE But only when truth and error have fair
play. 9 JOHN STUART MILL For the dictum that truth always triumphs over
persecution is one of those pleasant falsehoods that men repeat after one
another until they become common knowledge, but which all experience
refutes. History teems with instances of truth put down by persecution.
Even if not suppressed forever, it can be thrown back for centuries.

10 JOHN STUART MILL Unfortunately, the fact that people are fallible does not
carry nearly as much weight in practice as it is allowed to carry in theory.
Everyone knows perfectly well they are fallible, but few think it necessary
to take any precautions against their own fallibility. 11 THOMAS JEFFERSON

Hence they attempt to influence free speech by temporal punishments, or
burdens, or by civil incapacitations, 12 JOHN LOCKE or by censuring a man
who follows his own thoughts in the search of truth, when it leads him ever
so little out of the common road.

13 JOHN STUART MILL The peculiar evil of silencing the expression of an
opinion is that it is robbing not one individual but the human race; those
who dissent from the opinion even more than those who hold it. If the
opinion is right, the dissenter is deprived of the opportunity of exchanging
error for truth. If the opinion is wrong, the dissenter loses the clearer
perception and livelier impression of truth, produced by its collision with
error. 14 JOHN STUART MILL For he who knows only his own side of the
argument knows little of that. His reasons may be good, and no one may



have been able to refute them. But if he is equally unable to refute the
reasons on the opposite side, if he does not so much as know what they are,
he has no ground for preferring either opinion.

15 JOHN STUART MILL Cicero, the ancient orator, has left it on record that he
always studied his adversary’s case as intensely as he did his own, if not
even more so. What Cicero practiced as the means of success in the law
courts should be imitated by anyone who studies any subject in order to
arrive at the truth. It isn’t enough that he should hear the arguments of
opponents from his own teachers, presented in their way and accompanied
by what they offer as refutations. That isn’t the way to do justice to the
opposing arguments, or to bring them into real contact with his own mind.
He must be able to hear them from people who actually believe them,
defend them in earnest, and do their very best for them. If he doesn’t know
the opposing arguments in their most plausible and persuasive form, he will
never really possess the portion of truth.

16 JOHN STUART MILL The absence of discussion leads men to forget not only
the grounds for an opinion but too often also its meaning. The words in
which it is expressed cease to suggest ideas or suggest only a small portion
of the ideas they were originally used to communicate. Instead of a vivid
conception and a living belief, there remain only a few phrases learned by
heart; or if any part of the meaning is retained it is only the shell and husk
of it, the finer essence being lost.

17 JOHN STUART MILL There are people who will be satisfied if you assent
undoubtingly to something that they think is true. And when such people
get their creed to be taught as authoritative, they naturally think that no
good and some harm will come from allowing it to be questioned. 18 ALEXIS

DE TOCQUEVILLE As when a large number of organs of the press come to
advance along the same track, their influence becomes almost irresistible in



the long term, and public opinion, struck always from the same side, ends
by yielding under their blows. 19 JOHN STUART MILL And where their influence
is dominant, they make it nearly impossible for the publicly-accepted
opinion to be rejected wisely and considerately. They have a belief that
owes nothing to argument and isn’t vulnerable to argument — this isn’t the
way truth ought to be held by a rational being! This is not knowing the
truth! Truth when accepted in this way is merely one more superstition!

20 JOHN STUART MILL Of course those who want to suppress speech will deny
its truth; but they aren’t infallible. They have no authority to decide the
question for all mankind and exclude every other person from the means of
judging. To refuse a hearing of an opinion because they are sure that it is
false is to assume that their certainty is the same thing as absolute certainty.

21 JOHN STUART MILL I deny the right of the people to exercise such coercion,
whether directly or through their government. The power of coercion itself
is illegitimate. The best government has no more right to it than the worst.
22 GEORGE WASHINGTON If we are to be precluded from offering sentiments on
a matter, which may involve the most serious and alarming consequences
that can invite the consideration of mankind, then reason is of no use to us;
the freedom of speech may be taken away, and dumb and silent we may be
led, like sheep to the slaughter!

23 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN Without freedom of thought, there can be no such
thing as wisdom. And no such thing as liberty without freedom of speech. 24

ROBERT INGERSOLL And without liberty, the brain is a dungeon, where
chained thoughts die!

25 THOMAS PAINE All who would make their own liberty secure, must guard
even their enemy from oppression; for if you violate this duty, you establish
a precedent that will reach yourself. 26 JOHN STUART MILL If all mankind



minus one were of one opinion, mankind would be no more justified in
silencing that one person than he, if he had the power, would be justified in
silencing them if he could. 27 THOMAS JEFFERSON If there be any among us
who would wish to dissolve this union or to change its republican form, let
them stand undisturbed as monuments of the safety with which error of
opinion may be tolerated where reason is left free to combat it.

28 ETHAN ALLEN Those who invalidate reason ought seriously to consider
whether they argue against reason with or without reason; if with reason,
then they establish the principle that they are laboring to dethrone; but if
they argue without reason, which, in order to be consistent with themselves,
they must do; they are out of the reach of rational conviction, nor do they
deserve a rational argument.

29 THOMAS PAINE To argue with a man who has renounced the use and
authority of reason, and whose philosophy consists in holding humanity in
contempt, is like administering medicine to the dead. Enjoy, sir, your
insensibility of feelings, 30 JOHN ADAMS but facts are stubborn things; and
whatever may be your wishes, inclinations, or the dictates of your passions,
they cannot alter the state of facts and evidence. 31 THOMAS JEFFERSON For
we are not afraid to follow truth wherever it may lead, nor afraid to tolerate
any error, where reason is left free to combat it!

SCRIBE This includes the press. 32 THOMAS JEFFERSON Our liberty depends on
the freedom of the press, and that cannot be limited without being lost. 33

JAMES MADISON For to the press alone, checkered as it is with abuses, the
world is indebted for all the triumphs which have been gained by reason
and humanity over error and oppression. 34 THOMAS JEFFERSON The press
needs no other legal restraint; public judgment will correct false reasonings
and opinions, on a full hearing of all parties; and no other definite line can



be drawn between the inestimable liberty of the press and its demoralizing
licentiousness.

35 THOMAS JEFFERSON Sadly, nothing can now be believed which is seen in a
newspaper. Truth itself becomes suspicious by being put into that polluted
vehicle. The real extent of this state of misinformation is known only to
those who are in situations to confront facts within their knowledge with the
lies of the day. I really look with commiseration over the great body of my
fellow citizens, who, reading newspapers, live and die in the belief, that
they have known something of what has been passing in the world in their
time; whereas the accounts they have read in newspapers are fiction, except
that the real names of the day are affixed to their fables.

36 THOMAS JEFFERSON During this administration, and in order to disturb it,
the artillery of the press has been leveled against us, charged with
whatsoever its licentiousness could devise or dare. 37 THOMAS JEFFERSON We
became the butt of everything which reason, ridicule, malice, and falsehood
can supply. They have concentrated all their hatred on us till they have
really persuaded themselves that we are the sole source of all their
imaginary evils.

SCRIBE But we will not be silenced by our adversaries, nor intimidated by
the press, 38 ABRAHAM LINCOLN nor slandered from our duty by false
accusations, nor frightened from it by threats of destruction. We have faith
that right makes might and in that faith, let us to the end, dare to do our
duty!

39 THOMAS JEFFERSON Fellow citizens! To preserve the freedom of the human
mind, every spirit should be ready to devote itself to martyrdom! 40 JOHN
ADAMS For the jaws of power are always open to devour, and her arms are



always stretched out, if possible, to destroy the freedom of thinking,
speaking, and writing!

41 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN Freedom of speech IS the great bulwark of liberty;
they prosper and die together! 42 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN Whoever would
overthrow the liberty of a nation, will begin by subduing the freeness of
speech!

43 THOMAS JEFFERSON Patriots! I have sworn upon the altar of God eternal
hostility against every form of tyranny over the mind of man! 44 PATRICK

HENRY If we wish to be free, if we mean to preserve inviolate the liberty for
which we have been so long contending, we must fight! 45 THOMAS

JEFFERSON To think as we will. To speak as we think. To prove that mankind
can be governed by reason: that the condition of man can proceed in
improvement; 46 GEORGE WASHINGTON that intellectual light can spring up in
the dark corners of the earth; that freedom of inquiry can produce liberality
of conduct; and that mankind can reverse the absurd position that the many
were made for the few!

47 JAMES MADISON The unconstitutional power exercised over the press, and
the free communication among the people, ought to produce universal
alarm. For freedom of speech has ever been justly deemed the only
effectual guardian of every other right! Thus, 48 FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE

CONSTITUTION Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom
of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

49 THOMAS JEFFERSON Citizens, no experiment can be more interesting than
that we are now trying, and which we trust will end in establishing the fact
that man may be governed by reason and truth. Our first object should



therefore be to leave open to him all the avenues to truth. 50 THOMAS PAINE

For it is the irresistible nature of truth, that all it asks, and all it wants, is the
liberty of appearing.



CHAPTER SIX

 

CONSTITUTION

1 ALEXANDER HAMILTON The sacred rights of mankind are not to be rummaged
for among old parchments or musty records. They are written, as with a
sunbeam, in the whole volume of human nature, by the Hand of the
Divinity, and can never be erased. 2 JAMES MADISON So why has government
been instituted at all? Because the passions of men will not conform to the
dictates of reason and justice without constraint. 3 THOMAS HOBBES Simply
said, the passions of men are commonly more potent than their reason. 4
GEORGE WASHINGTON And we must take human nature as we find it, for
perfection falls not to the share of mortals. 5 JAMES MADISON And what is
government itself, but the greatest of all reflections on human nature?

6 JAMES MADISON If men were angels, no government would be necessary. If
angels were to govern men, neither external nor internal controls on
government would be necessary. In framing a government which is to be
administered by men over men, the great difficulty lies in this: you must
first enable the government to control the governed; and in the next place,
oblige it to control itself. 7 THOMAS JEFFERSON For man is not made for the
state, but the state for man, and it derives its just powers from the consent of
the governed — 8 DANIEL WEBSTER the people's government, made for the
people, made by the people, and answerable to the people.

9 JAMES MADISON In Europe, charters of liberty have been granted by power.
But America has set the example of charters of power granted by liberty.



This revolution in the practice of the world may, with an honest praise, be
pronounced the most triumphant epoch in history. 10 GEORGE WASHINGTON

For I cannot conceive anything more honorable, than that which flows from
the uncorrupted choice of a brave and free people — the purest source and
original fountain of all power.

11 ALEXANDER HAMILTON The origin of all civil government, justly established,
must be a voluntary compact between the rulers and the ruled; and must be
liable to such limitations as are necessary for the security of the absolute
rights of the people. 12 DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE To secure these rights,
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed. 13 ALEXANDER HAMILTON For what original title can
any man or set of men have to govern others, except their own consent?

14 ALEXANDER HAMILTON It has been observed by some that a pure democracy
would be the most perfect government. Experience has proved that no
position in politics is more false than this. The ancient democracies, in
which the people themselves deliberated, never possessed one feature of
good government. Their very character was tyranny, their figure, deformity.
15 ALEXANDER HAMILTON Had every Athenian citizen been a Socrates, every
Athenian assembly would still have been a mob. For in all the numerous
assemblies, of whatever characters composed, passion never fails to wrest
the scepter from reason.

16 THOMAS JEFFERSON Democracy is nothing more than mob rule, where
fifty-one percent of the people may take away the rights of the other forty-
nine. 17 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN It is two wolves and a lamb voting on what to
have for lunch. Liberty is a well-armed lamb contesting the vote. 18 JAMES

MADISON Hence it is that such democracies have ever been spectacles of
turbulence and contention; have ever been found incompatible with



personal security or the rights of property; and have in general been as short
in their lives as they have been violent in their deaths.

19 JOHN ADAMS Power is a thing of infinite danger and delicacy and has never
yet been confided to any man, or any body of men, without turning their
heads. 20 JOHN ADAMS Any man — the best, the wisest, the brightest you can
find — after he should be entrusted with sufficient power, would soon be
brought to think, by the strong effervescence of his selfish passions against
the weaker efforts of his social refinements in opposition to them, would
soon come to believe that he was more important, more deserving, knowing
and necessary than he is; that he deserved more respect, wealth, and power
than he has; and that he will punish with great cruelty those who should
esteem him no higher and show him no more reverence and give him no
more money or power than he deserved.

21 JOHN ADAMS All men would be tyrants if they could. The meaning of that
maxim, in my opinion, is no more than this plain, simple observation upon
human nature which every man, who has ever read a treatise upon morality
or conversed with the world or endeavored to estimate the comparative
strength of the different springs of action in his own mind, must
acknowledge; that a man’s selfish passions are stronger than his reason; that
the former will always prevail over the latter in any man left to the natural
emotions of his own mind, unrestrained and unchecked by other power
extrinsic to himself. 22 JOHN ADAMS My fellow citizens, we must not depend
alone upon the love of liberty in the soul of man for its preservation! 23 JOHN

WINTHROP For unbridled passions will produce the same effect, whether in a
king, nobility, or a mob!

24 JAMES MADISON It has been said that all government is an evil. It would be
more proper to say that the necessity of any government is a misfortune.
This necessity, however, exists; and the problem to be solved is not what



form of government is perfect, but which of the forms is least imperfect. 25

ALEXANDER HAMILTON Give all power to the many, they will oppress the few.
Give all power to the few, they will oppress the many. Both, therefore,
ought to have power that each may defend itself against the other. 26

MONTESQUIEU For it is necessary, from the very nature of things, that power
should be a check to power.

27 WILLIAM GRAYSON Such is the history of the two opinions prevailing in the
world — the one, that mankind can only be governed by force; 28 JAMES

MADISON that, as some say, there is not sufficient virtue among men for self
government, and that nothing less than the chains of despotism can restrain
them from destroying and devouring one another; 29 WILLIAM GRAYSON the
other, that humanity is capable of freedom and good government; 30 JOHN

ADAMS and that government is instituted for the common good: for the
protection, safety, prosperity, and happiness of the people.

31 ALEXANDER HAMILTON Real liberty is neither found in despotism or the
extremes of democracy, but in moderate governments. Thus we are forming
a republican government. 32 JAMES MADISON For as there is a degree of
depravity in mankind which requires a certain degree of circumspection and
distrust, so there are qualities in human nature which justify a certain
portion of esteem and confidence. A republican form of government
presupposes the existence of these qualities in a higher degree than any
other form.

33 GEORGE WASHINGTON A constitutional republic is not the phantom of a
deluded imagination. On the contrary, laws under no form of government
are better supported, liberty and property better secured, or happiness more
effectually dispensed to mankind. 34 PATRICK HENRY For in a republic, the
Constitution is not an instrument for the government to restrain the people,



it is an instrument for the people to restrain the government — lest the
government come to dominate their lives and interests.

35 JAMES MADISON The purpose of the Constitution is to restrict the majority's
ability to harm a minority. 36 JAMES MADISON The majority, having such
coexistent passion or interest must be rendered, by their number and local
situation, unable to concert and carry into effect schemes of oppression. 37

JAMES MADISON Ambition must be made to counteract ambition, and the
interest of the man must be connected with the Constitutional rights of the
place. 38 JOHN ADAMS For we are a nation of laws, not of men.

39 JAMES MADISON The powers delegated by the Constitution to the federal
government are few and defined; exercised principally on external objects,
as war, peace, negotiation and foreign commerce. 40 TENTH AMENDMENT TO

THE CONSTITUTION The powers not delegated to the United States by the
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States
respectively, or to the people. 41 JAMES MADISON Those powers which are to
remain in the state governments are numerous and indefinite, extending to
all the objects which in the ordinary course of affairs, concern the lives and
liberties and properties of the people, and the internal order, improvement,
and prosperity of the state.

42 ALEXANDER HAMILTON There are certain social principles in human nature
from which we may draw the most solid conclusions with respect to the
conduct of individuals and of communities. We love our families more than
our neighbors; we love our neighbors more than our countrymen in general.
These human affections, like the solar heat, lose their intensity as they
depart from the center and become languid in proportion to the expansion
of the circle on which they act. On these principles, the attachment of the
individual will be first and forever secured by the state governments.



43 JAMES MADISON Each state, in ratifying the Constitution, is considered as a
sovereign body, independent of all others, and only to be bound by its own
voluntary act. In this relation, then, the Constitution will forever be a
federal, and not a national, Constitution. 44 THOMAS JEFFERSON To take
a single step beyond the boundaries specially drawn around the powers of
Congress is to take possession of a boundless field of power, no longer
susceptible of any definition. 45 ALEXANDER HAMILTON That state liberties,
indeed, can be subverted by the federal head is repugnant to every rule of
political calculation.

46 JAMES MADISON In discriminating the several classes of federal power, the
next and most difficult task was to provide some practical security for each
against the invasion of the others. 47 GEORGE WASHINGTON For the spirit of
encroachment tends to consolidate the powers of all the departments in one,
and thus to create whatever the form of government, a real despotism.

48 JAMES MADISON For the accumulation of all powers, legislative, executive,
and judiciary, in the same hands, whether of one, a few, or many, and
whether hereditary, self-appointed, or elective, may justly be pronounced
the very definition of tyranny! 49 THOMAS JEFFERSON And an elective
despotism was not the government we fought for, but one which should not
only be founded on true free principles, but in which the powers of
government should be so divided and balanced among general bodies of
magistracy, as that no one body could transcend their legal limits without
being effectually checked and restrained by the others.

SCRIBE Tempers flared at the Constitutional Convention of 1787 as large and
small state delegates debated the structure of the legislative branch. But the
tide turned in Independence Hall when Benjamin Franklin stood: 50

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN We must consider, gentlemen, that if proportional
representation takes place, the small states will contend that their liberties



will be in danger. If an equality of votes for each state is to be put in its
place, the large states will say their money will be in danger. When a broad
table is to be made, and the edges of planks do not fit, the artist takes a little
from both, and makes a good joint.

SCRIBE And thus, the Great Compromise created a House of Representatives
elected by the popular vote, and a Senate that provides equal representation
through the election of two Senators for each state. Likewise, the electoral
college was created to respect the interests of all the states in the selection
of a President, and as a buffer against majoritarian rule.

SCRIBE As ratification of the Constitution was debated, Anti-Federalists rose
up in dissent, believing that the Constitution went too far in empowering the
general government, and not far enough in protecting the liberties of the
people. The heated debate within each state culminated with the addition of
the first ten amendments — the Bill of Rights.

51 GEORGE MASON The question, gentlemen, will be whether a consolidated
government can preserve the freedom and secure the great rights of the
people. I wish for such amendments, and such only as are necessary to
secure the dearest rights of the people. If such amendments be introduced as
shall exclude danger, I shall most gladly put my hand to it. 52 GEORGE

CLINTON For all human authority, however organized, must have confined
limits or insolence and oppression will prove the offspring of its grandeur.
53 JOHN WINTHROP A Bill of Rights will serve to secure the minority against
the usurpation and tyranny of the majority. 54 JAMES MONROE It will protect
liberty of conscience in matters of religious faith; of speech and of the
press; of the trial by jury in civil and criminal cases; of the benefit of the
writ of habeas corpus; of the right to keep and bear arms. If these rights are
well defined and secured against encroachment, it is impossible that
government should ever degenerate into tyranny!



SCRIBE George Washington presided over the Constitutional Convention,
and as it concluded, recognized Benjamin Franklin for closing remarks: 55

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN Sir, I agree to this Constitution with all its faults, if they
are such; because I think a general government necessary for us, and there
is no form of government but what may be a blessing to the people if well
administered. I doubt, sir, whether any other convention we can obtain, may
be able to make a better Constitution. For when you assemble a number of
men to have the advantage of their joint wisdom, you inevitably assemble
with those men, all their prejudices, their passions, their errors of opinion,
their local interests, and their selfish views. From such an assembly can a
perfect production be expected? It therefore astonishes me, sir, to find this
system approaching so near to perfection as it does; and I think it will
astonish our enemies, who are waiting with confidence to hear that our
councils are confounded like those of the builders of Babel; and that our
states are on the point of separation, only to meet hereafter for the purpose
of cutting one another's throats. Thus, I consent, sir, to this Constitution
because I expect no better, and because I am not sure, that it is not the best.

56 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN As we have gathered these months, sir, I have often
looked at that sun behind you without being able to tell whether it was
rising or setting. But now I know that it is a rising sun. 57 SAMUEL ADAMS For
this day presents the world with the most august spectacle that its annals
ever unfolded — millions of freemen, deliberately and voluntarily forming
themselves into a society for their common defense and common happiness.
58 SAMUEL ADAMS You are now citizens, the guardians of your own liberties.

We may justly address you, as the decemviri6, as did the Romans, and say:
“Nothing that we propose can pass into a law without your consent. Be
yourselves, O Americans, the authors of those laws on which your
happiness depends.” 59 THOMAS JEFFERSON For this Constitution will render



each of us, and our fellow citizens, the happiest and the securest, on whom
the sun has ever shown.

SCRIBE Upon ratification of the Constitution, Article II vested powers in the
executive branch, in the first President of the United States, George
Washington. 60 PRESIDENT WASHINGTON’S FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS (PARTIAL)

Among the vicissitudes7 incident to life no event could have filled me with
greater anxieties than that of which the notification was transmitted by your
order and received on the 14th day of the present month. On the one hand, I
was summoned by my country, whose voice I can never hear but with
veneration and love, from a retreat which I had chosen with the fondest
predilection. On the other hand, the magnitude and difficulty of the trust to
which the voice of my country called me, could not but overwhelm with
despondence one who, inheriting inferior endowments from nature and
unpracticed in the duties of civil administration, ought to be peculiarly
conscious of his own deficiencies.

Such being the impressions under which I have, in obedience to the public
summons, repaired to the present station, it would be peculiarly improper to
omit in this first official act, my fervent supplications to that Almighty
Being who rules over the universe, who presides in the councils of nations,
and whose providential aids can supply every human defect, that His
benediction may consecrate to the liberties and happiness of the people of
the United States. No people can be bound to acknowledge and adore the
invisible Hand, which conducts the affairs of men more than the people of
the United States. Every step by which they have advanced to the character
of an independent nation seems to have been distinguished by some token
of providential agency; for the voluntary consent of so many distinct
communities from which the event has resulted cannot be compared with
the means by which most governments have been established without some



return of pious gratitude, along with a humble anticipation of the future
blessings which the past seem to presage.

As we have pledged on one side that no local prejudices or attachments, no
separate views nor party animosities, will misdirect the comprehensive and
equal eye which ought to watch over this great assemblage of communities
and interests, so, on another, that the foundation of our national policy will
be laid in the pure and immutable principles of private morality, and the
preeminence of free government be exemplified by all the attributes which
can win the affections of its citizens and command the respect of the world.

I dwell on this prospect with every satisfaction which an ardent love for my
country can inspire, since there is no truth more thoroughly established, that
there exists in the economy and course of nature, an indissoluble union
between virtue and happiness, between duty and advantage, between the
genuine maxims of an honest and magnanimous policy, and the solid
rewards of public prosperity and felicity; since we ought to be no less
persuaded that the propitious smiles of Heaven can never be expected on a
nation that disregards the eternal rules of order and right, which Heaven
itself has ordained; and since the preservation of the sacred fire of liberty,
and the destiny of the republican model of government are justly considered
as deeply, perhaps as finally staked, on the experiment entrusted to the
hands of the American people. 61 ALEXANDER HAMILTON For it seems to have
been reserved to the people of this country, by their conduct and example,
to decide the important question, whether societies of men are really
capable or not of establishing good government from reflection and choice,
or whether governments are forever destined to depend for their political
constitutions on accident and force.

62 JOHN ADAMS It has ever been my hobbyhorse to see rising in America an
empire of liberty, and a prospect of two or three hundred millions of



freemen, without one noble or one king among them. 63 GEORGE WASHINGTON

Thus, what is most important in this grand experiment, in these United
States, is not the election of the first President, but the election of its second
President. For the peaceful transition of power is what will separate this
country from every other country in the world.

64 DANIEL WEBSTER Misfortunes may be borne in our nation, and their effects
can be overcome. If disastrous war should sweep away our commerce,
another generation may renew it; if it exhausts our treasury, future industry
may replenish it; if it desolates and lays waste our fields, they will grow
green again, and ripen to future harvests. If the walls of yonder Capitol
were to crumble, if its lofty pillars should fall, it can be rebuilt. But who
shall reconstruct the fabric of a demolished American government? Who
shall rear again the well-proportioned columns of Constitutional liberty?
Who shall frame together the skillful architecture which unites national
sovereignty with state rights, individual security, and public prosperity? No,
if these columns fall, they will not be raised again. Like the Coliseum and
the Parthenon, these columns will be destined to a mournful and
melancholy immortality. Bitterer tears, however, will flow over these
columns, for they will be the remnants of a more glorious edifice than
Greece or Rome ever saw, the edifice of Constitutional American liberty.

65 FREDERICK DOUGLASS The Founding Fathers, with a sublime faith in the
great principles of justice and freedom, laid deep the cornerstone of the
national super-structure, which rises in grandeur around you. 66 FREDERICK

DOUGLASS For the Constitutional framers were peace men, but they preferred
revolution to peaceful submission to bondage. They were quiet men, but
they did not shrink from agitating against oppression. They believed in
order, but not in the order of tyranny. With them, nothing was "settled" that



was not right. With them, justice, liberty, and humanity were "final" — not
slavery and oppression.

67 JOHN ADAMS If all men are created equal, that is final. If they are endowed
with inalienable rights, that is final. If governments derive their just powers
from the consent of the governed, that is final. No advance, no progress can
be made beyond these propositions.

68 FREDERICK DOUGLASS My fellow citizens, interpreted as it ought to be, the
Constitution is a glorious liberty document. Read its preamble; consider its
purposes. Is slavery among them? The Constitution contains principles and
purposes entirely hostile to the very existence of slavery! 69 JOHN QUINCY

ADAMS The Founding Fathers, in the Constitution and Declaration of
Independence, destined slavery to be banished from the earth!

70 THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE (PARTIAL) We hold these truths to be
self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments are
instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the
governed. 71 PREAMBLE TO THE CONSTITUTION We the People of the United
States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, ensure
domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general
Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity,
do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.

72 SAMUEL ADAMS Our unalterable resolution would be to be free — for the
self-governing American people to be not only adequately informed but
ever alert and vigorously active in forestalling whenever possible, and
combating whenever necessary, any and all threats to individual liberty and
to its supporting system of constitutionally limited government.



73 GEORGE WASHINGTON Let every violation of the Constitution be
reprehended. If defective, let it be amended, but not suffered to be trampled
on whilst it has an existence!

74 ABRAHAM LINCOLN Let the Constitution be taught in schools, in seminaries,
and in colleges; let it be written in primers, spelling books, and in almanacs;
let it be preached from the pulpit, proclaimed in legislative halls, and
enforced in courts of justice; in short, let it become the political religion of
the nation. 75 ABRAHAM LINCOLN Let all Americans — let all lovers of liberty
everywhere — join in this great and good work. For if we do this, we shall
not only have saved the Union; but we shall have so saved it, as to make,
and to keep it, forever worthy of the saving. We shall have so saved it, that
the succeeding millions of free happy people, the world over, shall rise up,
and call us blessed, to the latest generations. 76 JAMES MADISON For the union
of these states is a wonder; the Constitution, a miracle; and their example is
the hope of liberty throughout the world. 77 WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON Liberty
for each. Liberty for all. Liberty forever.



CHAPTER SEVEN

 

TYRANNY

1 ABRAHAM LINCOLN We all declare for liberty, but in using the same word we
do not all mean the same thing. With some the word may mean for each
man to do as he pleases with himself, and the product of his labor; while
with others, the same word may mean for some men to do as they please
with other men, and the product of other men's labor. Here are two, not only
different, but incompatible things, called by the same name — liberty. And
it follows that each of the things is, by the respective parties, called by two
different and incompatible names — liberty and tyranny.

SCRIBE In 1761, the Superior Court of Massachusetts heard arguments as
custom officials were attempting to enforce British trade laws against local
merchants. The writs would provide legal authority for officials to conduct
forcible searches of private property. John Adams was present as James Otis
contested the writ, afterwards stating that his speech surely signaled the
beginning of the American Revolution.

2 JAMES OTIS I will to my dying day oppose, with all the powers and faculties
God has given me, all such instruments of slavery on the one hand and
villainy on the other as this writ of government we now endure. It appears
to me the worst instrument of arbitrary power, the most destructive of
liberty and the fundamental principles of law, that ever was found in a law-
book.



One of the most essential branches of liberty is the freedom of one’s house.
A man’s house is his castle; and whilst he is quiet, he is as well guarded as a
prince in his castle. This writ, if it should be declared legal, would totally
annihilate this privilege. It is a power that places the liberty of every man in
the hands of every petty officer. A person with this writ may enter all
houses, shops, etc. at will, and command all to assist him. Everyone with
this writ may be a tyrant. Every man may thus reign secure in his petty
tyranny, and spread terror and desolation around him until the trump of the
Archangel shall excite different emotions in his soul!

3 JAMES MADISON Since the general civilization of mankind, there are more
instances of the abridgment of the freedom of the people by gradual and
silent encroachments of those in power than by violent and sudden
usurpation. 4 DAVID HUME For it is seldom that liberty of any kind is lost all at
once. Slavery has so frightful an aspect to men accustomed to freedom, that
it must steal upon them by degrees, and must disguise itself in a thousand
shapes, in order to be received.

5 SAMUEL ADAMS Our greatest danger lies in the subtle and gradual, in the
piecemeal approach — by which the foundations are gradually eroded
rather than by open and outright assault; accompanied by harsh attacks
upon all who seek to alert the people to such danger whenever it threatens. 6
JAMES FENIMORE COOPER For it is the habit of public rule to gradually
accustom the American mind to an interference with private rights, slowly
undermining individuality, and the national character. There becomes so
much public right, that private right is overshadowed and lost, the ends of
liberty forgotten altogether in the means.

7 SAMUEL BRYAN It is to be lamented that the interested and designing have
availed themselves so successfully of the present crisis, and under the
specious pretense of having discovered a panacea for all the ills of the



people, they are establishing a government that will prove more destructive
than the wooden horse filled with soldiers!

8 ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE The foremost or indeed sole condition required in
order to succeed in centralizing the supreme power in a democratic
community is to love equality, or to get men to believe you love it — SCRIBE

not simply an equality of rights and opportunity, but an equality of
outcome; a redistribution of property; a leveling of the people. 9 ALEXIS DE

TOCQUEVILLE For while democracy extends the sphere of individual
freedom, socialism restricts it. As democracy attaches all possible value to
each man; socialism makes each man a mere agent, a mere number.
Democracy and socialism have nothing in common but one word: equality.
But notice the difference: while democracy seeks equality in liberty,
socialism seeks equality in restraint and servitude. Hence the science of
despotism, which was once so complex, has been simplified and reduced, as
it were, to a single principle.

10 ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE One finds in the human heart a depraved taste for
equality, which impels the weak to want to bring the strong down to their
level, and which reduces men to preferring equality in servitude to
inequality in freedom. 11 ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE The passion for equality
penetrates on every side into men's hearts, expands there, and fills them
entirely. We can tell them not that by this blind surrender of themselves to
an exclusive passion they risk their dearest interests; for they are deaf. If we
show them that freedom is escaping from their grasp while they are looking
another way, they are blind, or rather they can discern but one object to be
desired in the universe. For equality, their passion is ardent, insatiable,
incessant, invincible: they call for equal distribution in freedom, and if they
can not obtain that, they still call for equal distribution in slavery. They will



endure poverty, servitude, barbarism — but they will not endure
meritocracy. This is true at all times, and especially true in our own.

12 ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE I am aware that many of my countrymen are not in
the least embarrassed by this difficulty. They contend that the more
enfeebled and incompetent the citizens become, the more able and active
the government ought to be rendered in order that society at large may
execute what individuals can no longer accomplish. They believe this
answers the whole difficulty, but I think they are mistaken. 13 ALEXIS DE

TOCQUEVILLE For as the conditions of men become equal among a people,
individuals seem of less and society of greater importance; or rather every
citizen, being assimilated to all the rest, is lost in the crowd, and nothing
stands conspicuous but the great and imposing image of the people at large.
This naturally gives the men of democratic periods a lofty opinion of the
privileges of society and a very humble notion of the rights of individuals;
they are ready to admit that the interests of the former are everything and
those of the latter nothing. They are willing to acknowledge that the power
which represents the community has far more information and wisdom than
any of the members of that community; and that it is the duty, as well as the
right, of that power to guide as well as govern each private citizen. Thus the
idea of rights inherent in individuals is rapidly disappearing from the minds
of men, as the idea of the omnipotence and the sole authority of society at
large rises to fill its place.

14 ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE These ideas take root and spread in proportion as
social conditions become more equal and men more alike. No man then is
compelled to lend his assistance to his fellow men, and none has any right
to expect much support from them; everyone is at once powerless. A man’s

spirit is gradually broken, and his character enervated8. For it is in vain to
summon a people who have been rendered dependent, gradually losing the



faculties of thinking, feeling, and acting for themselves, and thus gradually
falling below the level of humanity.

15 ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE Democratic nations are at all times fond of equality
but there are certain epochs at which the passion they entertain for it swells
to the height of fury. This occurs at the moment when the old social system,
long menaced, is overthrown after a severe internal struggle, and the
barriers of a constitutional republic are at length thrown down, 16 ALEXIS DE

TOCQUEVILLE as the vices of rulers and the ineptitude of the people speedily
brings about their ruin. And the nation, weary of its representatives and of
itself, either creates freer institutions, or soon returns to stretch itself at the
feet of a single master.

17 DANIEL WEBSTER Good intentions will always be pleaded for every
assumption of authority. It is hardly too strong to say that the Constitution
was made to guard the people against the dangers of good intentions. There
are men in all ages who mean to govern well, but they mean to govern.
They promise to be good masters, but they mean to be masters; 18 THOMAS

PAINE men who look upon themselves born to reign, and others to obey.

SCRIBE Men of arrogance: 19 ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE their admiration for
absolute government proportionate to the contempt they feel for those
around them.

SCRIBE Men of corruption: 20 JOHN ADAMS they obtain influence by noise, not
sense — by meanness, not greatness — by ignorance, not learning — by
contracted hearts, not large souls. 21 JOHN MILTON They make a heaven of
hell, and a hell of heaven. 22 THOMAS PAINE And when they succeed to
government, they are frequently the most ignorant and unfit of any
throughout the dominions. 23 ADAM SMITH Men of systems: SCRIBE they



demand all of society and human nature conform to their own utopian
visions.

SCRIBE So superior in their hubris; 24 ADAM SMITH so wise in their own
conceit; so enamored with the supposed beauty of their own ideal plan of
government, they cannot suffer the smallest deviation from any part of it,
and go on to establish it completely and in all its parts. They imagine that
they can arrange the different members of a great society with as much ease
as the hand arranges the different pieces upon a chessboard. They do not
consider that the pieces upon the chessboard have no other principle of
motion besides that which the hand impresses upon them; but that, in the
great chessboard of human society, every single piece has a principle of
motion of its own, altogether different from that which the legislature might
choose to impress upon it.

25 DAVID HUME When men are most sure and arrogant, they are commonly
most mistaken, 26 ADAM SMITH ignoring the evidence of their senses to
preserve the coherence of the ideas of their imagination.

27 THOMAS JEFFERSON Laws that forbid the carrying of arms are laws of such
a nature. They disarm only those who are neither inclined nor determined to
commit crimes. Such laws make things worse for the assaulted and better
for the assailants. 28 THOMAS PAINE For while avarice and ambition have a
place in the heart of man, the weak will become a prey to the strong.

29 THOMAS PAINE The supposed quietude of a good man allures the ruffian;
while on the other hand, arms, like law, discourage and keep the invader
and the plunderer in awe, and preserve order as well as property. 30 THOMAS

PAINE For the balance of power is the scale of peace. 31 GEORGE WASHINGTON

And there is nothing so likely to produce peace as to be well prepared to
meet an enemy.



32 WILLIAM BLACKSTONE Self-defense is justly called the primary law of
nature, so it is not, neither can it be in fact, taken away by the laws of
society. 33 SECOND AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION A well-regulated Militia,
being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to
keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed. 34 JOHN ADAMS For arms in the
hands of individual citizens may be used at individual discretion for the
defense of the country, in private self-defense, or for the overthrow of
tyranny.

35 JAMES MADISON Thus, Americans have the right and advantage of being
armed — unlike the citizens of other countries whose governments are
afraid to trust the people with arms. 36 PATRICK HENRY Are we at last brought
to such humiliating and debasing degradation that we cannot be trusted with
arms for our defense? Where is the difference between having arms in our
possession and under our direction, and having them under the management
of Congress? If our defense be the real object of having those arms, in
whose hands can they be trusted with more as in our own hands?

37 THOMAS JEFFERSON The spirit of resistance to government is so valuable on
certain occasions, that I wish it to be always kept alive. 38 THOMAS JEFFERSON

For what country can preserve its liberties if its rulers are not warned from
time to time that their people preserve the spirit of resistance? Let them take
arms! 39 GEORGE WASHINGTON For government is not reason, it is not
eloquence, it is force; like fire, it is a troublesome servant and a fearful
master. Never for a moment should it be left to irresponsible action!

40 WILLIAM PITT Necessity is the plea for every infringement of human
freedom. It is the argument of tyrants. It is the creed of slaves. 41 DANIEL

WEBSTER A strong conviction that “something must be done” is the parent of
most bad measures. 42 JAMES MADISON And these measures are too often



decided, not according to the rules of justice and the rights of the minor
party, but by the superior force of an interested and overbearing majority.

43 THOMAS JEFFERSON If people let government decide what foods they eat
and what medicines they take, their bodies will soon be in as sorry a state as
are the souls of those who live under tyranny. 44 THOMAS PAINE It is but the
greedy hand of government, thrusting itself into every corner and crevice of
industry and grasping at the spoil of the multitude. Invention is continually
exercised to furnish new pretenses for revenue and taxation. It watches
prosperity as its prey and permits none to escape without a tribute!

45 RICHARD HENRY LEE The first maxim of a man who loves liberty, should be
never to grant to rulers an atom of power that is not most clearly and
indispensably necessary for the safety and wellbeing of society. 46 JAMES

MADISON If Congress can employ money indefinitely to the general welfare,
and are the sole and supreme judges of the general welfare, they may take
the care of religion into their own hands; they may appoint teachers in every
state, county, and parish and pay them out of their public treasury; they may
take into their own hands the education of children, establishing in like
manner schools throughout the Union; they may assume the provision of
the poor; they may undertake the regulation of all roads; in short,
everything, from the highest object of state legislation down to the most
minute object of police, would be thrown under the power of Congress!

47 JOHN ADAMS And when the people give way, these deceivers, betrayers,
and destroyers press upon them fast, the encroachment upon the American
Constitution grows every day more and more encroaching. Like a cancer, it
eats faster and faster every hour. The revenue creates pensioners, and the
pensioners urge for more revenue. The people grow less steady, less
spirited, less virtuous, the power seekers more numerous and more corrupt,
and every day increasing the circles of their dependents and expectants,



until virtue, integrity, public spirit, simplicity, and frugality become the

objects of ridicule and scorn, and vanity, luxury, foppery9, selfishness,
meanness, and downright corruption swallow up the whole society! 48

THOMAS JEFFERSON For when all government, domestic and foreign, in little
as in great things, shall be drawn to Washington as the center of all power, it
will render powerless the checks provided of one government on another,
and will become as venal and oppressive as the monarchy from which we
separated!

49 JAMES MADISON Citizens! Were the power of Congress to be established in
the latitude contended for, it would subvert the very foundations and
transmute the very nature of the limited government established by the
people of America! 50 JOHN LOCKE For I have no reason to believe that he,
who would take away my liberty, would not when he had me in his power,
take away everything else!

51 JOHN ADAMS And yet, human nature itself, from indolence, modesty,
humanity, or fear, has always too much reluctance to a manly assertion of
its rights. 52 JOHN ADAMS The most sensible and jealous people are so little
attentive to government that there are no instances of resistance until
repeated, multiplied oppressions have placed it beyond a doubt that their
rulers have formed settled plans to deprive them of their liberties; not to
oppress an individual or a few, but to break down the fences of a free
Constitution, and deprive the people at large of all share in the government,
and all the checks by which it is limited.

53 THOMAS JEFFERSON If it were possible to obtain a single amendment, to
depend on that alone for the reduction of our government to the genuine
principles of its Constitution, it would be an article, taking from the federal
government the power of borrowing. The principle of spending money to be



paid by posterity, under the name of benevolence, is but swindling futurity
on a large scale.

54 THOMAS JEFFERSON Would it not be wise and just for a nation to declare in
their Constitution that neither the legislature, nor the nation itself, can
validly contract more debt than they may pay within their own age, or
within the term of nineteen years? 55 THOMAS JEFFERSON Is it not incumbent
on every generation to pay its own debts as it goes?

56 JOHN ADAMS There are two ways to conquer and enslave a country. One is
by the sword. The other is by debt. 57 ALEXANDER HAMILTON Thus nothing can
more affect national prosperity more than a constant and systematic
attention to extinguish the present debt, and to avoid as much as possible
the incurring of any new debt. 58 ALEXANDER HAMILTON For when you allow a
government to decline paying its debts — you overthrow all public morality
— you unhinge all the principles that preserve the limits of free
constitutions — 59 GEORGE WASHINGTON and you ungenerously throw upon
posterity the burden which we ourselves ought to bear.

60 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN Think what you do when you run into debt; you give
another power over your liberty. 61 THOMAS JEFFERSON To preserve our
independence, we must not let our rulers load us with perpetual debt. We

must make our election between economy and liberty, or perfusion10 and
servitude. 62 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN For when the people find that they can vote
themselves money, that will herald the end of the republic.

SCRIBE Tyranny comes in many forms. Here is tyranny: 63 THOMAS PAINE This
new world hath been the asylum for the persecuted lovers of civil and
religious liberty. And so it is true, that the same tyranny which drove the
first emigrants from their home, pursues their descendants still.



SCRIBE Here is tyranny: 63 JAMES MADISON The means of defense against
foreign danger has become the instruments of tyranny at home. If tyranny
and oppression come to this land, it will be under the guise of fighting a
foreign enemy.

SCRIBE Here is tyranny: 64 ABRAHAM LINCOLN Corporations have been
enthroned and an era of corruption in high places will follow, and the
money powers of the country will endeavor to prolong its reign by working
upon the prejudices of the people until the Republic is destroyed. The
money powers prey upon the nation in times of peace and conspire against
it in times of adversity. They are more despotic than a monarchy, more
insolent than autocracy, and more selfish than bureaucracy. They denounce
as public enemies, all who question their methods or throw light upon their
crimes. 65 THOMAS JEFFERSON  We must crush in its birth the aristocracy of
our monied corporations which bid defiance to the laws of our country!

SCRIBE Here is tyranny: 66 BOOKER T. WASHINGTON There is a class of people
who make a business of keeping the troubles, the wrongs, and the hardships
of the black race before the public. Having learned that they are able to
make a living out of their troubles, they have grown into the settled habit of
advertising their wrongs-partly because they want sympathy and partly
because it pays. Some of these people do not want the black man to lose his
grievances, because they do not want to lose their jobs.

SCRIBE Here is tyranny: 67 GEORGE WASHINGTON However political parties
may now and then answer popular ends, they are likely in the course of time
and things, to become potent engines, by which cunning, ambitious, and
unprincipled men will be enabled to subvert the power of the people and to
usurp for themselves the reins of government, destroying afterwards the
very engines which have lifted them to unjust dominion.



68 JAMES MADISON The latent causes of faction are sown in the nature of man.
69 JAMES MADISON Thus it is in vain to say that enlightened statesmen will be able
to adjust these clashing interests, and render them all subservient to the public
good. 70 JAMES MADISON For all men are more disposed to vex and oppress
each other than to co-operate for the common good.

71 JOHN ADAMS I speak not from the spirit of opposition to government, but
the emanations of a heart that burns for its country’s welfare. No one of any
feeling, born and educated in this once happy country, can consider the
numerous distresses, the gross indignities, the barbarous ignorance, the
haughty usurpations, that we have reason to fear are meditating for
ourselves, our children, our neighbors, in short for all our countrymen and
all their posterity, without the utmost agonies of heart and many tears.

72 JAMES MADISON The advice nearest to my heart and deepest in my
convictions is that the Union of the states be cherished and perpetuated. Let
the open enemy to it be regarded as a Pandora with her box opened; and the
disguised one, as the serpent creeping with his deadly wills into paradise. 73

JOHN ADAMS For straight is the gate and narrow is the way that leads to
liberty, and few nations, if any, have found it. 74 EDMUND BURKE But all
tyranny needs to gain a foothold, is for people of good conscience to remain
silent.



CHAPTER EIGHT

 

PROPERTY

1 JAMES MADISON I own myself the friend to a very free system of commerce,
and hold it as a truth, that commercial shackles are generally unjust,
oppressive, and impolitic. 2 ADAM SMITH For it is not from the benevolence of
the butcher, the brewer, or the baker that we expect our dinner, but from
their regard to their own interest. 3 ADAM SMITH The natural effort of every
individual to better their own condition is so powerful, that it alone is not
only capable of carrying on the society to wealth and prosperity, but of
surmounting a hundred impertinent obstructions with which the folly of
human laws too often encumber its operations. 4 ADAM SMITH The individual
intends only their own gain, but led by an invisible hand, they promote that
of the society. 5 ADAM SMITH And thus, individual ambition serves the
common good.

6 ABRAHAM LINCOLN The prudent, penniless beginner in the world, labors for
wages awhile, saves a surplus with which to buy tools or land for himself;
then labors on his own account another while, and at length hires another
new beginner to help him. This just and generous and prosperous system,
which opens the way for all, gives hope to all, and energy and progress and
improvement of condition to all. 7 ROGER WILLIAMS For when you do what
you do best, you are helping not only yourself, but the world.

8 ALEXANDER HAMILTON The prosperity of commerce is now perceived and
acknowledged by all enlightened people to be the most useful and



productive source of national wealth. 9 GEORGE WASHINGTON A people who
are possessed with a spirit of commerce, who see and who will pursue their
advantages, may achieve almost anything. 10 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN But the
Constitution only guarantees the American people the right to pursue
happiness. You have to catch it yourself. 11 ABRAHAM LINCOLN And the best
way to predict your future, is to create it. 12 HARRIET TUBMAN For every great
dream begins with a dreamer.

13 FREDERICK DOUGLASS I can explain success by one word and that word is
WORK! WORK!! WORK!!! WORK!!!! Not transient and fitful effort, but
patient, enduring, honest, unremitting, and tireless work, into which the
whole heart is poured. 14 THOMAS JEFFERSON If you are a believer in luck, you
will find that the harder you work, the luckier you get. 15 JOHN SMITH But
win or lose, you will never regret working hard, making sacrifices, being
disciplined, or focusing too much.

16 ALEXANDER HAMILTON All the genius you accrue in life lies in this; when
you have a subject in hand, you study it profoundly. Day and night, it is
before you. Your mind becomes pervaded with it. Then what people are
pleased to call genius, is actually the fruit of your labor and thought. 17

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON For nothing ever comes to one, that is worth having,
except as a result of hard work.

18 W.E.B. DUBOIS And when should you work? Now is the accepted time, not
tomorrow, not some more convenient season. It is today that our best work
can be done. 19 HENRY CLAY For the time will come when winter will ask
what you were doing all summer.

20 RALPH WALDO EMERSON Labor is God's education. He only is a sincere
learner, and he only can become a master, who learns the secrets of labor,
and who by real cunning extorts from nature its scepter. I do not wish to



overstate this doctrine of labor, or insist that every person should be a
farmer. It is merely this: that every person ought to stand in primary
relations with the work of the world, ought to labor themselves, and not to
suffer the accident of their having a purse in their pocket.

We find our hands full — house, clothes, provisions, books, money — not
to use these things, but to look after them and defend them from their
natural enemies. They become more than means, but masters. And instead
of masterly good humor, a sense of power, and a fertility of resource in
ourselves; instead of strong and learned hands, piercing and learned eyes, a
supple body, and a mighty and prevailing heart, we become a puny,
protected people, guarded by walls and curtains, stoves and down beds, and
who, bred to depend on all these, are made anxious by all that endangers
those possessions, and are forced to spend so much time in guarding them,
that we lose sight of their original use: namely, to help us to our ends, to the
prosecution of love; to the helping of friends, to the worship of God, to the
enlargement of knowledge, and to the serving of country.

21 HENRY DAVID THOREAU My friends, the price of anything is the amount of
life you exchange for it. 22 ADAM SMITH Thus, the first property which every
man has is his own labor. 23 JOHN LOCKE That the “labor” of his body and the
“work” of his hands, we may say are properly his; that every man has a
“property” in his own “person,” and this nobody has any right but to
himself; 24 ADAM SMITH that labor is the original foundation of all other
property, and so is the most sacred and inviolable; 25 JOHN LOCKE that
whatsoever a man removes out of the state of nature, mixing his labor with
it, and thus joining to it something that is his own, he thereby makes it his
property, annexed to the exclusion of the common right of any other men.

26 THOMAS JEFFERSON A wise and frugal government, which shall restrain
men from injuring one another, shall leave them otherwise free to regulate



their own pursuits of industry and improvement, and shall not take from the
mouth of labor the bread it has earned. 27 JAMES MADISON For where an
excess of power prevails, property of no sort is duly respected. No man is
safe in his opinions, person, faculties, or possessions. This being the end of
government, that alone is a just government, which impartially secures to
every man, whatever is his own.

28 RALPH WALDO EMERSON When a man who cannot be acquainted with me,
taxes me, he ordains that a part of my labor shall go to this or that
whimsical end — not as I, but as he happens to fancy; behold the
consequences. 29 THOMAS JEFFERSON For soon we will have to labor sixteen
hours in the twenty-four, give the earnings of fifteen of these to the
government for their debts and expenses; and the sixteenth hour will be
insufficient to afford bread. We will live on oatmeal and potatoes. We will
have no time to think, no means of calling the mis-managers to account; we
will be glad only to obtain subsistence by hiring ourselves out to rivet
chains on the necks of our fellow sufferers.

30 JOHN DICKINSON Let these truths be indelibly impressed on our minds —
that we cannot be happy without being free — that we cannot be free,
without being secure in our property — that we cannot be secure in our
property, if, without our consent, others may, as by right, take it away.

31 JOHN ADAMS The moment the idea is admitted into society that property is
not as sacred as the laws of God, and that there is not a force of law and
public justice to protect it, anarchy and tyranny will commence. 32 FREDERIC

BASTIAT If the government exceeds its proper limit — if the law gives to one
citizen at the expense of another, by doing what the citizen himself cannot
do without committing a crime — then we will be lost in vagueness and
uncertainty, in a forced utopia striving to seize the law and impose it on all
of us!



33 JOHN ADAMS God has laid in the constitution and course of nature the
foundations of distinction between men. 34 DAVID HUME Thus, if you render
possessions ever so equal, men's different degrees of art, care, and industry
will immediately break that equality. Or if you check these virtues, you
reduce society to the most extreme indigence; and instead of preventing
want and beggary in a few, you render it unavoidable to the whole
community; 35 ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE you render the exercise of the free
agency of man less useful and less frequent; you circumscribe the will of a
man within a narrower range; and you gradually rob a man of all the uses of
himself.

36 SAMUEL ADAMS The utopian schemes of leveling and a community of
goods, are as visionary and impractical as those which vest all property in
the government. These ideas are arbitrary, despotic, and, in our government,
unconstitutional. 37 JAMES MADISON For I cannot undertake to lay my finger
on that article of the Constitution which granted a right to Congress of
expending, on objects of benevolence, the money of their constituents!

38 FREDERIC BASTIAT Citizens! When plunder becomes a way of life for a
group of people in a society, over the course of time they will create for
themselves a legal system that authorizes it, and a moral code that glorifies
it! 39 FREDERIC BASTIAT For socialists desire to practice legal plunder, not
illegal plunder. Like all other monopolists, socialists desire to make the law
their own weapon. And when once the law is on the side of socialism, how
can it be used against socialism? For when plunder is abetted by the law, it

does not fear your courts, your gendarmes11, and your prisons. Rather, it
may call upon them for help!

40 FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE Socialists want the fullness of state force, but they
go further than anything in the past because they aim at the formal



destruction of the individual, who can then be used as an expedient organ of
government. 41 FREDERIC BASTIAT Like the ancient ideas from which it
springs, socialism confuses the distinction between government and society.
As a result of this, every time we object to a thing being done by
government, the socialists conclude that we object to its being done at all.
We disapprove of state education. Then the socialists say that we are
opposed to any education. We object to a state religion. Then the socialists
say that we want no religion at all. We object to a state-enforced equality.
Then they say that we are against equality. And so on, and so on. It is as if
the socialists were to accuse us of not wanting persons to eat because we do
not want the state to raise grain.

42 THOMAS JEFFERSON We must prevent the government from wasting the
labors of the people, under the pretense of taking care of them. To take from
one, because it is thought his own has acquired too much, in order to spare
to others, who have not exercised equal industry and skill, is to violate
arbitrarily the first principle of association, the guarantee to everyone the
free exercise of their industry and the fruits acquired by it.

43 ABRAHAM LINCOLN Your property is the fruit of your labor. It is a positive
good in the world. That some should be rich shows that others may become
rich, and hence is an encouragement to industry and enterprise. Let not
those who are houseless pull down the house of another, but let them labor
diligently and build a house of their own: thus, by example, assuring that
their house, once built, shall also be safe from violence.

44 JOHN ADAMS All the perplexities, confusion, and distress in America arise
not from defects in the Constitution, but from your downright ignorance of
the nature of economy. 45 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN For when you offered a
premium for the encouragement of idleness, you should not now wonder
that it has had its effect in the increase of poverty. 46 FREDERICK DOUGLASS



You assumed that nature had erred; that the law of liberty is a mistake; that
freedom, though a natural want of the human soul, can only be enjoyed at
the expense of human welfare, such that men are better off in slavery than
they would or could be in freedom; that slavery is the natural order of
human relations; and that liberty is an experiment.

You ask what shall be done with them? Our answer is, do nothing with
them; mind your business, and let them mind theirs. Your doing with them
is their greatest misfortune. They have been undone by your doings, and all
they now ask, and really have need of at your hands, is just to let them
alone. They suffer by every interference and succeed best by being let
alone. 47 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN Repeal that law, and you will soon see a change
in their manners, industry will increase, their circumstances will mend, and

more will be done for their happiness by inuring12 them to provide for
themselves, than could ever be done by dividing all your estates among
them.

48 THOMAS JEFFERSON Dependence begets nothing but subservience and
corruption; it suffocates the germ of virtue, and it prepares men as fit tools
for the designs of the ambitious. 49 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN The best way of doing
good for the poor, is not making them easy in poverty, but leading them out
of it. 50 HARRIET TUBMAN We must help them as best we can, so as to lighten
the burden on the government as much as possible, while at the same time
they learn to respect themselves by earning their own living. 51 BOOKER T.

WASHINGTON For few things can help an individual more than to place
responsibility on him, and to let him know that you trust him.

52 THOMAS JEFFERSON The object is to bring into action that mass of talents
which lies buried in poverty; to give every citizen the information they need
for the transaction of their own business; to enable every person to calculate



for themselves, and to express and preserve their ideas, their contracts, and
accounts, in writing. 53 JOHN HANCOCK The more people own little businesses
of their own, the safer our country will be, and the better off its cities and
towns. For the people who have a stake in their country and their
community are its best citizens.

54 WILLIAM BOETCKER My friends, you cannot strengthen the weak by
weakening the strong. You cannot lift the wage-earner by pulling down the
wage-payer. You cannot help the poor man by destroying the rich. You
cannot further the brotherhood of man by inciting class hatred. You cannot
build character and courage by taking away a man's initiative and
independence. You cannot help a man permanently by doing for him what
he could and should do for himself. 55 JOHN MILTON For there is nothing that
makes a man rich and strong but that which he carries inside him. 56 BOOKER

T. WASHINGTON It is character, not circumstances, that makes the man.



CHAPTER NINE

LAW

1 ALEXANDER HAMILTON If it be asked, what is the most sacred duty and the
greatest source of security in a republic? The answer would be an inviolable
respect for the Constitution and laws — the first growing out of the last. A
sacred respect for Constitutional law is the vital principle, the sustaining
energy of a free government.

2 JOHN LOCKE The end of law is not to abolish or restrain freedom, but to
preserve and enlarge freedom. 3 BENJAMIN RUSH For where there is no law,
there is no liberty; and nothing deserves the name of law but that which is
certain, and universal in its operations upon all the members of the
community.

4 FREDERICK DOUGLASS The Constitution, in its language and in its spirit,
welcomes to all the rights which it was intended to guarantee to any class of
the American people. 5 ANNA COOPER For the cause of freedom is not the
cause of a race or a sect, a party, or a class — it is the cause of humankind,
the very birthright of humanity.

6 THEODORE WELD Society is based on that great bottom law of human right,
that nothing but crime can forfeit liberty; 7 ALEXANDER HAMILTON that every
individual of the community at large has an equal right to the protection of
government; 8 JOHN JAY that justice is indiscriminately due to all, without
regard to numbers, wealth, or rank; 9 THEODORE WELD that no condition of
birth, no shade of color, no mere misfortune of circumstances, can annul
that birthright charter, which God has bequeathed to every being upon
whom He has stamped His own image by making him a free moral agent.



10 GEORGE MASON No free government, nor the blessings of liberty, can be
preserved to any people, but by a firm adherence to justice, moderation,
temperance, frugality, and virtue, by frequent recurrence to fundamental
principles and by the recognition by all citizens that they have duties as well
as rights, and that such rights cannot be enjoyed save in a society where law
is respected and due process observed. 11 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN For an equal
dispensation of protection, rights, privileges, and advantages is what every
part is entitled to and ought to enjoy.

12 FIFTH AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION (PARTIAL) No person shall be
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law. 13

FREDERICK DOUGLASS For where justice is denied, where poverty is enforced,
where ignorance prevails, and where any one class is made to feel that
society is an organized conspiracy to oppress, rob, and degrade them,
neither persons, nor property, will be safe.

14 ALEXANDER HAMILTON Government is aptly classed under two descriptions
— a government of force, and a government of law; the first is the
definition of despotism — the last, of liberty. But how can a government of
laws exist when Constitutional law is disrespected and disobeyed?

15 THOMAS JEFFERSON At the establishment of our Constitution, the judiciary
bodies were supposed to be the most helpless and harmless members of the
government. Experience, however, soon showed in what way they were to
become the most dangerous; that the insufficiency of the means provided
for their removal gave them a freehold and irresponsibility in office; that
their decisions, seeming to concern individual suitors only, pass silent and
unheeded by the public at large; that these decisions, nevertheless, become
law by precedent, sapping, little by little, the foundations of the
Constitution, and working its change before any one has perceived that an



invisible and helpless worm has been busily employed in consuming its
substance.

16 JAMES MONROE How prone all human institutions have been to decay. How
subject the best-formed and most wisely-organized governments have been
to lose their check and totally dissolve. How difficult it is for mankind, in
all ages and countries, to preserve their dearest rights and best privileges
against the irresistible fate of despotism.

17 FREDERIC BASTIAT Here I encounter the most popular fallacy of our times:
It is not considered sufficient that the law should guarantee to every citizen
the free and inoffensive use of his faculties for physical, intellectual, and
moral self-improvement. Instead, it is demanded that the law should
directly extend welfare, education, and morality throughout the nation. This
is the seductive lure of socialism. Yet these two uses of the law are in direct
contradiction to each other.

18 FREDERIC BASTIAT Is not liberty the freedom of every person to make full
use of his faculties, so long as he does not harm other persons while doing
so? Is not liberty the destruction of all despotism — including, of course,
legal despotism? Finally, is not liberty the restricting of the law only to its
rational sphere of organizing the right of the individual to lawful self-
defense, of punishing injustice? 19 FREDERIC BASTIAT As long as the law may
be diverted from its true purpose — as long as it may violate property
instead of protecting it — then everyone will want to participate in making
the law, either to protect himself against plunder, or to use it for plunder!

20 GEORGE WASHINGTON Should those incited by the lust of power overleap
the known barriers of the Constitution and violate the unalienable rights of
humanity, it will only serve to show that no compact, no wall of words, no
mound of parchment can stand against the sweeping torrent of boundless



ambition on one side, aided by the sapping current of corrupted morals on
the other. 21 JOHN ADAMS Democracy will soon degenerate into such an
anarchy that every man will do what is right in his own eyes, and no man's
life or property or reputation or liberty will be secure, and every one of
these will soon mold itself into a system of subordination of all the moral
virtues and intellectual abilities, all the powers of wealth, beauty, wit, and
science, to the wanton pleasures, the capricious will, and the execrable
cruelty of one or a very few!

22 ABRAHAM LINCOLN And the innocent, those who have ever set their faces
against violations of law in every shape, alike with the guilty, fall victim to
the ravages of mob law; and thus it goes on, step by step, till all the walls
erected for the defense of the persons and property of individuals are
trodden down and disregarded. But all this even, is not the full extent of the
evil — by such examples, by instances of the perpetrators of such acts
going unpunished, the lawless in spirit are encouraged to become lawless in
practice; and having been used to no restraint, they thus become absolutely
unrestrained — having ever regarded government as their deadliest bane,
they make a jubilee of the suspension of its operations; and pray for nothing
so much as its total annihilation. While, on the other hand, good men, men
who love tranquility, who desire to abide by the laws, and enjoy their
benefits; who would gladly spill their blood in the defense of their country,
seeing their property destroyed; their families insulted; and their lives
endangered; their persons injured; and seeing nothing in prospect that
forebodes a change for the better, become tired of, and disgusted with, a
government that offers them no protection; and are not much averse to a
change in which they imagine they have nothing to lose. Thus, then, by the
operation of this mobocratic spirit, which all must admit is now abroad in
the land, the strongest bulwark of any government, and particularly of those



constituted like ours, may effectually be broken down and destroyed — I
mean the attachment of the people. Whenever this effect shall be produced
among us; whenever the vicious portion of population shall be permitted to
gather in bands of hundreds and thousands, and burn churches, ravage and
rob provision-stores, throw printing presses into rivers, shoot editors, and
hang and burn obnoxious persons at pleasure, and with impunity; depend on
it, this government cannot last. By such things, the feelings of the best
citizens will become more or less alienated from it; and thus, it will be left
without friends, or with too few, and those few too weak, to make their
friendship effectual. At such a time and under such circumstances, men of
sufficient talent and ambition will not be wanting to seize the opportunity,
strike the blow, and overturn that fair fabric, which for the last half century,
has been the fondest hope of the lovers of freedom throughout the world.

I know the American people are much attached to their government — I
know they would suffer much for its sake; I know they would endure evils
long and patiently before they would ever think of exchanging it for
another. Yet, notwithstanding all this, if the laws be continually despised
and disregarded; if their rights to be secure in their persons and property are
held by no better tenure than the caprice of a mob, then the alienation of
their affections from the government is the natural consequence; and to that,
sooner or later, it must come. Here then, is one point at which danger may
be expected. 23 ABRAHAM LINCOLN The question recurs, "How shall we fortify
against it?"

Let every American, every lover of liberty, every well-wisher to his
posterity, swear by the blood of the Revolution, never to violate in the least
particular, the laws of the country; and never to tolerate their violation by
others. As the patriots of ‘76 did to the support of the Declaration of
Independence, so to the support of the Constitution and laws, let every



American pledge his life, his property, and his sacred honor. Let every man
remember that to violate the law is to trample on the blood of his father, and
to tear the character of his own and his children's liberty. Let reverence for
the Constitution and laws be breathed by every American mother to the
lisping babe that prattles on her lap — let the old and the young, the rich
and the poor, the grave and the gay, of all sexes and tongues, and colors and
conditions, sacrifice unceasingly upon its altars. 24 JOSEPH STORY For the
structure of the Constitution has been erected by architects of consummate
skill and fidelity; its foundations are solid, its compartments are beautiful,
its arrangements are full of wisdom and order, and its defenses are
impregnable from without. It has been reared for immortality. It may,
nevertheless, perish in an hour by the folly, corruption, or negligence of its
only keepers — the people.

25 SAMUEL ADAMS Let each citizen remember at the moment they offer their
vote that they are not making a present or a compliment to please an
individual — or at least that they ought not so to do, but that they are
executing one of the most solemn trusts in human society for which each
person is accountable to God and their country. SCRIBE And those who do
not vote, well, 26 VISCOUNT BOLINGBROKE surely indifference must be a crime
in us, to be ranked but one degree below treachery; for deserting your
country is next to betraying it.

SCRIBE How can the people hold their government accountable if they do not
vote? 27 JAMES MADISON Or if the laws be so voluminous that they cannot be
read; or so incoherent that they cannot be understood; or if they be repealed
or revised before they are promulgated; or undergo such incessant changes
that no man who knows what the law is today, can guess what it will be
tomorrow? Law is defined to be a rule of action; but how can that be a rule,
which is little known, and less fixed? 28 JAMES MADISON What prudent



merchant will hazard his fortunes in any new branch of commerce when he
knows not but that his plans may be rendered unlawful before they can be
executed? What farmer or manufacturer will lay himself out for the
encouragement given to any particular cultivation or establishment, when
he can have no assurance that his preparatory labors and advances will not
render him a victim to an inconstant government?

29 JAMES MADISON The effect of public instability, is the unreasonable

advantage it gives to the sagacious13, the enterprising, and the monied few,
over the industrious and uninformed mass of the people. Every new
regulation concerning commerce or revenue, or in any manner affecting the
value of the different species of property, presents a new harvest to those
who watch the change, and can trace its consequences; a harvest, reared not
by themselves, but by the toils and cares of the great body of their fellow
citizens. This is a state of things in which it may be said, with some truth,
that laws are made for the few, not for the many.

30 JOHN MARSHALL The Constitution supersedes all other laws and the
individual’s rights shall be liberally enforced in favor of the individual, the
clearly intended and expressly designated beneficiary of the Constitution. 31

JOHN MARSHALL Thus a law repugnant to the Constitution is void. An act of
Congress repugnant to the Constitution cannot become a law. 32 JOHN

MARSHALL For the Constitution is either a superior paramount law,
unchangeable by ordinary means, or it is on a level with ordinary legislative
acts, alterable when the legislature shall please to alter it.

33 ALEXANDER HAMILTON Those who preach doctrines, or set examples, which
undermine or subvert the authority of Constitutional law, lead us from
freedom to slavery; they incapacitate us for a government of laws, and
consequently prepare the way for one of force. The resistance of



Constitutional law is treason against society, against liberty, against
everything that ought to be dear to a free, enlightened, and prudent people!
To tolerate it, is to abandon our most precious interests! 34 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

A house divided against itself cannot stand! I believe this government
cannot endure permanently half slave and half free. I do not expect the
Union to be dissolved — I do not expect the house to fall — but I do expect
it will cease to be divided. It will become all one thing or all the other! 35

GEORGE WASHINGTON We are either a united people, or we are not! If the
former, let us, in all matters of general concern act as a nation, which has
national objects to promote, and a national character to support. If we are
not, let us no longer act a farce by pretending to it!

36 WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON I am aware that many object to the severity of my
language; but is there not cause for severity? With reasonable men, I will
reason; with humane men I will plead; but to tyrants I will give no quarter,
nor waste arguments. I will be as harsh as truth and as uncompromising as
justice. On this subject, I do not wish to think, or to speak, or write, with
moderation. No! No! Tell a man whose house is on fire to give a moderate
alarm! Tell him to moderately rescue his wife from the hands of the
ravisher! Tell the mother to gradually extricate her babe from the fire into
which it has fallen! But urge me not to use moderation in a cause like the
present. I am in earnest — I will not equivocate — I will not excuse — I
will not retreat a single inch — and I will be heard!

37 JOHN LOCKE The great question which in all ages has disturbed mankind
and brought on them the greatest part of their mischief has been, not
whether there be power in the world, nor whence it came, but who should
have it. 38 THOMAS JEFFERSON And the issue today is the same as it has been
throughout all history: whether people will be allowed to govern themselves
or will be ruled by a small elite. 39 THOMAS JEFFERSON For the greatest



calamity which could befall us would be submission to a government of
unlimited powers.

40 GEORGE WASHINGTON I am mortified beyond expression whenever I view
the clouds which have spread over the brightest morn that ever dawned
upon any country. In a word, I am lost in amazement when I behold the
interested views of desperate characters — jealousy and ignorance capable
of affecting a scourge on a major part of our fellow citizens of the Union. It
is hardly to be imagined that the great body of the people can be so
enveloped in darkness, or short sighted, as not to see the rays of a distant
sun through all this mist of intoxication and folly.

41 THOMAS JEFFERSON My God! How little do my countrymen know what
precious blessings they are in possession of, and which no other people on
earth enjoy. 42 THOMAS JEFFERSON It astonishes me to find that so many of
our countrymen should be contented to live under a system which leaves to
their governors the power of taking from them the freedom of commerce,
the freedom of religion, the freedom of the press, the laws of habeas corpus.
This is a degeneracy in the principles of liberty which I would not have
expected for at least four centuries.

43 GEORGE WASHINGTON If citizens take liberty for granted, if our culture —
molded by journalists and writers, preachers, and teachers — holds other
values in higher esteem, then the spirit that gives life to the Constitution
will flicker out. 44 ROGER SHERMAN And sad will be that day when the
American people forget their traditions and their history, and no longer
remember that the country they love, the institutions they cherish and the
freedom they hope to preserve, were born from the throes of armed
resistance to tyranny and nursed in the rugged arms of fearless men.



45 JOHN ADAMS Citizens! When the people once surrender their right of
defending the limitations upon the government, and of resisting every
encroachment upon them, they can never regain it! A Constitution of
government once changed from freedom, can never be restored! Liberty
once lost, is lost forever!

46 DANIEL WEBSTER Hold on, my friends — hold on to the Constitution and to
the Republic for which it stands. Miracles do not cluster, and what has
happened once, may not happen again. Hold on to the Constitution, because
if the American Constitution should fail, there will be anarchy throughout
the world!



CHAPTER TEN

 

CALL

1 ABRAHAM LINCOLN From whence shall we expect the approach of danger?
By what means shall we fortify against it? Shall we expect some
transatlantic military giant, to step the ocean, and crush us at a blow?
Never! All the armies of Europe, Asia, and Africa combined, with all the
treasure of the earth in their military chest; with a Bonaparte for a
commander, could not by force, take a drink from the Ohio, or make a track
on the Blue Ridge, in a trial of a thousand years.

At what point then is the approach of danger to be expected? I answer, if it
ever reaches us, it must spring up amongst us. It cannot come from abroad.
If destruction be our lot, we must ourselves be its author and finisher. 2
ABRAHAM LINCOLN For America will never be destroyed from the outside. If
we falter and lose our freedoms, it will be because we destroyed ourselves.
As a nation of free men, we will live forever or die by suicide.

3 MONTESQUIEU The deterioration of every government begins with the decay
of the principles on which it was founded. 4 SAMUEL ADAMS The warm
sunshine of influence would melt down the people’s virtue, which the
violence of the storm rendered more firm and unyielding. In a state of
tranquility, wealth, and luxury, our descendants would forget the arts of war,
and the noble activity and zeal which made their ancestors invincible. Every
art of corruption would be employed to loosen the bond of union which
renders them formidable. When the spirit of liberty which now animates our
hearts and gives success to our arms is extinct, our numbers will accelerate
our ruin, and render us easier victims to tyranny!



5 THOMAS JEFFERSON Timid men prefer the calm of despotism to the
boisterous sea of liberty. 6 ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE It is difficult to draw a man
out of his own circle to interest him in the destiny of the state. 7 PATRICK

HENRY We are apt to shut our eyes against a painful truth — is this the part
of a wise people, engaged in a great and arduous struggle for liberty? Are
we of the number of those, who having eyes, see not, and having ears, hear
not, the things which concern their temporal salvation? For my part,
whatever anguish of spirit it may cost, I am willing to know the whole truth;
to know the worst, and to provide for it.

8 PATRICK HENRY The question before us is one of an awful moment to this
country. For my own part, I consider it as nothing less than a question of
freedom or slavery. If we wish to be free; if we mean to preserve inviolate
the liberty for which we have been so long contending, and which we have
pledged ourselves never to abandon until the glorious object of our contest
shall be obtained, we must fight!

9 ALEXANDER HAMILTON If the federal government should overpass the just
bounds of its authority and make a tyrannical use of its powers, the people,
whose creature this government is, must appeal to the standard they have
formed, and take such measures to redress the injury done to the
Constitution!

10 ABRAHAM LINCOLN My fellow citizens, we the people are the rightful
masters of both Congress and the courts, not to overthrow the Constitution
but to overthrow the people who pervert the Constitution. 11 DECLARATION OF

INDEPENDENCE That whenever any Form of Government becomes
destructive of these Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish
it, and to institute new Government, laying its Foundation on such
Principles, and organizing its Powers in such Form, as to them shall seem
most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. For when a long Train of



Abuses and Usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object, evinces a
Design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their Right, it is their
Duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their
future Security.

12 THOMAS JEFFERSON Citizens! We are not at once to despair, but to recall the
government to its original and legitimate principles and restrain it within the
rightful limits of self-government. 13 MERCY OTIS WARREN Every American
must endeavor to stop the dissemination of principles evidently destructive
of the cause for which they have bled, to rescue and save their civil and
religious rights from the outstretched arm of tyranny!

14 JAMES MADISON Every man who loves peace, every man who loves his
country, every man who loves liberty ought to have it ever before his eyes
that he may cherish in his heart a due attachment to the Union of America,
and be able to set a due value on the means of preserving it! 15 ABRAHAM

LINCOLN Each of you may have through this free government which we have
enjoyed, an open field and a fair chance for your industry, enterprise, and
intelligence; that you may all have equal privileges in the race of life, with
all its desirable human aspirations. It is for this the struggle should be
maintained. 16 ABRAHAM LINCOLN For our common country is in great peril,
demanding the boldest action to bring it speedy relief. Not merely for today,
but for all time to come that we should perpetuate for our children's children
this great and free government, which we have enjoyed all our lives. I beg
you to remember this, not merely for my sake, but for yours. 17 DANIEL

WEBSTER For our destruction, should it come at all, will be from the
inattention of the people to the concerns of their government; from their
carelessness and negligence; from the dupes of designing men to make the
people the instruments of their own undoing.



18 THOMAS PAINE All who expect to reap the blessings of freedom must, like
men, undergo the fatigue of supporting it! 19 GEORGE MASON For our all is at
stake, and the little conveniences and comforts of life, when set in
competition with our liberty, ought to be rejected, not with reluctance but
with pleasure!

20 THOMAS PAINE It matters not where you live, or what rank of life you hold,
the evil or the blessing will reach us all! The far and the near, the rich and
the poor, will suffer or rejoice alike! 21 SAMUEL ADAMS And it will bring an
everlasting mark of infamy on this generation, if we should suffer our
liberties to be wrested from us by violence without a struggle, or to be
cheated out of them by the artifices of false and designing men!

22 JAMES OTIS The only principles of public conduct that are worthy of a
gentleman or a man are to sacrifice estate, ease, health, and applause, and
even life, to the sacred calls of his country! 23 SAMUEL ADAMS And that time,
countrymen, is already come. The calamities are at our door! The rod of
oppression is raised over us! We are roused from our slumbers! It is now for
us to glut the avarice of the men who have let loose on us the dogs of war to
riot in our blood, and hunt us from the face of the earth! 24 THOMAS PAINE

These are the times that try men's souls!

25 SAMUEL ADAMS But if you love wealth better than liberty, the tranquility of
servitude more than the animating contest of freedom — go home from us
in peace. Go! We ask not your counsels or arms! Crouch down and lick the
hands which feed you! May your chains set lightly upon you, and may
posterity forget that you were our countrymen!

26 THOMAS PAINE What you have attained too cheaply, you have esteemed too
lightly. 27 JOHN ADAMS And you will never know how much it cost the
present generation to preserve your freedom.



28 JOHN ADAMS Posterity! I hope you will make good use of your freedom. If
you do not, I shall repent in Heaven, that I ever took half the pains to
preserve it!

29 THOMAS JEFFERSON To those who abandon freedom to achieve security you
will lose both and deserve neither! 30 THOMAS JEFFERSON But to those who
prefer dangerous freedom over peaceful slavery, 31 THOMAS JEFFERSON the
price of freedom is eternal vigilance. 32 THOMAS PAINE Patriots! Tyranny, like
hell, is not easily conquered!

Thus I call not upon a few, but upon all: not on this state or that state, but on
every state: up and help us! Lay your shoulders to the wheel! Let it be told
to the future world that in the depth of winter, when nothing but hope and
virtue could survive, that these people, in this state, alarmed at one common
danger, came forth to meet and to repulse it!

33 PATRICK HENRY They tell us that we are weak; unable to cope with so
formidable an adversary. But when shall we be stronger? Will it be next
week, or next year? Will it be when we are totally disarmed? Shall we
gather strength by irresolution and inaction? Shall we acquire the means of
effectual resistance by lying supinely on our backs and hugging the delusive
phantom of hope, until our enemies shall have bound us hand and foot?

34 PATRICK HENRY My fellow citizens, we are not weak if we make a proper
use of those means which the God of nature hath placed in our power.
Millions of people, armed in the holy cause of liberty, and in such a country
as that which we possess, are invincible by any force which our enemy can
send against us. For the battle is not to the strong alone; it is to the vigilant,
the active, the brave!

Gentlemen may cry, peace, peace — but there is no peace! Our brethren are
already in the field! Why stand we here idle? What is it that we wish? What



would we have? Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the
price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what
course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty, or give me death!

35 PATRICK HENRY Were my soul trembling on the wing of eternity — were
this hand freezing to death — were my voice choking with the last struggle
— I would still, with the last gasp of that voice, implore you to remember
this truth: God has given America to be free! 36 JOHN ADAMS Liberty must, at
all hazards, be supported. We have a right to it, derived from our Maker.
But if we had not, our fathers have earned and bought it for us at the
expense of their ease, their estates, their pleasure, at the expense of their
blood!

37 JOHN ADAMS All that I have, and all that I am, and all that I hope in this
life, I am now ready here to stake upon it; and leave off as I began, that live
or die, survive or perish, I am for the Declaration of Independence and The
Constitution of The United States of America! They are my living
sentiment, and by the blessing of God they shall be my dying sentiment!
SCRIBE And on that dying day, 38 NATHAN HALE I shall only regret that I have
but one life to lose for my country.

SCRIBE Patriots! Sons and daughters of liberty! 39 JOHN HANCOCK We have all
one common cause; let it, therefore, be our only contest — who will most
contribute to the security of the liberties of America? 40 JOHN HANCOCK I say
again, who will most contribute to the security of the liberties of America?
41 GEORGE WASHINGTON Where are our people of abilities? Why do you not
come forth to save your country? 42 ABRAHAM LINCOLN For we shall nobly
save, or meanly lose, the last best hope of earth!

43 ABRAHAM LINCOLN It is for us, to be dedicated here, to the unfinished work
which they who have fought have so nobly advanced; that we dedicate



ourselves to the great task remaining before us; that from the honored dead
we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full
measure of devotion; that we here highly resolve that the dead shall not
have died in vain; that this nation under God, shall have a new birth of
freedom; and that government of the people — by the people — for the
people — shall not perish from the earth! 44 WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON Liberty
for each! Liberty for all! Liberty forever!



Learn more at
www.thefoundersspeech.com

Follow The Founders’ Speech on social media.

http://www.thefoundersspeech.com/


INDEX

Adams, Abigail 2.49, 3.20, 4.25

Adams, John 1.28, 1.34, 2.9, 2.19, 2.29, 2.31, 2.33, 2.35-36, 2.39, 2.41,
3.38, 4.1-2, 4.16-17, 4.20, 5.1, 5.30, 5.40, 6.19-22, 6.24, 6.30, 6.38,
6.62, 6.67, 7.20, 7.34, 7.47, 7.51-52, 7.56, 7.71, 7.73, 8.31, 8.33, 8.44,
9.21, 9.45, 10.27, 10.28, 10.36-37

Adams, John Quincy 1.31, 3.35-36, 6.69

Adams, Samuel 1.13, 1.39, 1.41, 2.1, 2.40, 2.42, 4.22, 6.57-58, 6.72, 7.5,
8.36, 9.25, 10.4, 10.21, 10.23, 10.25

Allen, Ethan 5.28

Bacon, Francis 4.28

Bastiat, Frederic 1.14, 1.18, 3.3, 8.32, 8.38-39, 8.41, 9.17-19

Beecher, Henry Ward 1.17, 3.14, 4.9-10, 5.7

Bible 1.1-1.8, 2.45, 2.48, 2.50-51, 3.28

Blackstone, William 7.32

Boetcker, William 8.54

Bolingbroke, Viscount 9.26

Bryan, Samuel 7.7

Burke, Edmund 2.14, 2.16, 2.30, 2.32, 7.74

Clay, Henry 8.19

Clinton, George 6.52

Constitution 2.13, 5.48, 6.40, 6.71, 7.33, 9.12

Cooper, Anna 9.5

Cooper, James Fenimore 1.22, 4.24, 7.6



Declaration of Independence 1.16, 1.30, 6.12, 6.70, 10.11

Dickens, Charles 2.28

Dickinson, John 8.30

Douglass, Frederick 4.30, 6.65-66, 6.68, 8.13, 8.46, 9.4, 9.13

Dubois, W.E.B. 1.37, 8.18

Emerson, Ralph Waldo 1.23, 4.29, 8.20, 8.28

Franklin, Benjamin 1.33, 1.39, 2.15, 2.38, 2.54, 3.22, 3.33, 4.18-19, 5.6,
5.8, 5.23, 5.41-42, 6.17, 6.50, 6.55-56, 7.60, 7.62, 8.10, 8.45, 8.47,
8.49, 9.11

Garrison, William Lloyd 1.41, 6.77, 9.36, 10.44

Grayson, William 6.27, 6.29

Hale, Nathan 10.38

Hamilton, Alexander 1.10, 1.25, 4.7, 4.14, 6.1, 6.11, 6.13-15, 6.25, 6.31,
6.42, 6.45, 6.61, 7.57-58, 7.64, 8.8, 8.16, 9.1, 9.7, 9.14, 9.33, 10.9

Hancock, John 8.53, 10.39-40

Henry, Patrick 1.12, 1.40, 2.43, 5.44, 6.34, 7.36, 10.7-8, 10.33-35

Hobbes, Thomas 6.3

Hume, David 7.4, 7.25, 8.34

Ingersol, Robert 1.24, 5.24

Jay, John 3.9, 4.4, 4.12, 9.8

Jefferson, Thomas 1.9, 1.11, 1.15, 1.19, 1.27, 2.6-7, 2.11-12, 2.26, 2.34,
2.47, 2.52, 3.6, 3.16, 3.19, 3.21, 3.23, 3.32, 3.39, 3.41, 4.3, 4.6, 4.11,
4.26, 4.31, 5.11, 5.27, 5.31-32, 5.34-37, 5.39, 5.43, 5.45, 5.49, 6.7,
6.16, 6.44, 6.49, 6.59, 7.27, 7.37-38, 7.43, 7.48, 7.53-55, 7.61, 7.65,
8.14, 8.26, 8.29, 8.42, 8.48, 8.52, 9.15, 9.38-39, 9.41-42, 10.5, 10.12,
10.29-31

Kant, Immanuel 2.53, 4.27



Lee, Richard Henry 7.45

Lincoln, Abraham 1.29, 1.32, 1.35, 2.17, 2.20, 2.27, 3.17, 5.38, 6.74-75,
7.1, 7.65, 8.6, 8.11, 8.43, 9.22-23, 9.34, 10.1-2, 10.10, 10.15, 10.16,
10.42-43

Locke, John 3.12, 5.12, 7.50, 8.23, 8.25, 9.2, 9.37

Madison, James Intro.2, 1.21, 2.3, 2.5, 2.18, 2.21, 3.37, 4.15, 4.23, 5.5,
5.33, 5.47, 6.2, 6.5-6, 6.9, 6.18, 6.28, 6.32, 6.35-37, 6.39, 6.41, 6.43,
6.46, 6.48, 6.76, 7.3, 7.35, 7.42, 7.46, 7.49, 7.64, 7.68-70, 7.72, 8.1,
8.27, 8.37, 9.27-29, 10.14

Marshall, John 9.30-32

Mason, George 2.4, 6.51, 9.10, 10.19

Mill, John Stuart 5.9-10, 5.13-17, 5.19-21, 5.26

Milton, John 3.13, 7.21, 8.55

Monroe, James 4.13, 6.54, 9.16

Montesquieu 6.26, 10.3

Neitzsche, Friedrich 8.40

Otis, James 7.2, 10.21

Paine, Thomas 1.20, 3.1, 5.2-4, 5.25, 5.29, 5.50, 7.18, 7.22, 7.28-30, 7.44,
7.63, 10.18, 10.20, 10.24, 10.26, 10.32

Pitt, William 1.26, 7.40

Rush, Benjamin 9.3

Sherman, Roger 9.44

Smith, Adam, 7.23-24, 7.26, 8.2-5, 8.22, 8.24

Smith, John 8.15

Story, Joseph 9.24

Tecumseh 2.46

Thoreau, Henry David 8.21



Tocqueville, Alexis de 2.56, 3.2, 3.4-5, 3.29-31, 3.40, 5.18, 7.8-16, 7.19,
8.35, 10.6

Tubman, Harriet 8.12, 8.50

Warren, Mercy Otis 10.13

Washington, Booker T. 3.34, 7.66, 8.17, 8.51, 8.56

Washington, George Intro.1, 2.2, 2.4, 2.8, 2.22-25, 2.44, 2.55, 3.10, 3.15,
3.18, 3.26, 4.5, 4.8, 5.22, 5.46, 6.4, 6.10, 6.33, 6.47, 6.60, 6.63, 6.73,
7.31, 7.39, 7.59, 7.67, 8.9, 9.20, 9.35, 9.40, 9.43, 10.41

Webster, Daniel 2.33, 2.37, 3.7-8, 6.8, 6.64, 7.17, 7.41, 9.46, 10.17

Webster, Noah 4.21

Weld, Theodore 9.6, 9.9

Wheatley, Phillis 1.36

Williams, Roger 8.7

Wilson, James 3.11

Winthrop, John 3.24-25, 3.27, 6.23, 6.53

Witherspoon, John 2.10



ENDNOTES

1. Thralldom: A state of servitude or submission.

Return

2. Pusillanimous: Timid.

Return

3. The early Adventurers, so often mentioned.

Return

4. Turpitude: Wickedness.

Return

5. Miasma: Vaporous emanation formerly believed to cause disease.

Return

6. Decemviri: Commissions of ten men established by the Roman Republic.

Return

7. Vicissitudes: Changes in circumstances that naturally occur in the affairs
of life.

Return

8. Enervated: Weakened.

Return

9. Foppery: Foolishness.

Return

10. Perfusion: Extravagant spending.



Return

11. Gendarmes: Policemen.

Return

12. Inuring: Encouraging.

Return

13. Sagacious: Clever; shrewd.

Return
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